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SUPPORTING YOUR CHILD IN GRADE SIX



The way we taught students in the past simply does not prepare 
them for the higher demands of college and careers today and in the 
future. Your school and schools throughout the country are working to 
improve teaching and learning to ensure that all children will graduate 
high school with the skills they need to be successful. 

In English language arts and literacy, this means three major changes. 
Students will continue reading and writing. But in addition to stories 
and literature, they will read more texts that provide facts and 
background knowledge in areas including science and social studies. 
They will read more challenging texts and be asked more questions 
that will require them to refer back to what they have read. There will 
also be an increased emphasis on building a strong vocabulary so that 
students can read and understand challenging material.

America’s schools 
are working  

to provide higher 
quality instruction 

than ever before.
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What your child will be 
learning in grade six 

English language arts  
and literacy
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Partnering  
with your  

child’s teacher

Don’t be afraid to reach out to your child’s teacher—you are an 
important part of your child’s education. Ask to see a sample of your 
child’s work or bring a sample with you.  Ask the teacher questions like:

7KH�¿JXUDWLYH�PHDQLQJ�RI�D�ZRUG�RU�SKUDVH�RIWHQ�JRHV�EH\RQG�WKH�OLWHUDO�GH¿QLWLRQ��VXFK�DV�
the phrase “raining cats and dogs.”

In grade six, students will read a range of challenging books, articles, and 
texts, and will be expected to demonstrate their understanding of the 
material by answering questions and contributing to class discussions. 
In writing, students will continue to work on their use of language, 
sentence structure, and organization of ideas. They will also be 
expected to integrate information from di!erent sources and respond 
to challenging content through written interpretation and analysis. 
Activities in these areas will include:

respond to plot developments

unknown words as they are used in a text

historical novels 

and phrases

evidence

and audience

several sources



Grade Five Reading

story, play, or poem from details in 
the text, including how characters 
respond to challenges or how the 
speaker in a poem reflects upon a 
topic, and summarize the text.

or speaker’s point of view influences 
how events are described.

Grade Six Reading

or central idea of a text and how 
it is conveyed through particular 
details. Students also provide an 
objective summary of the text.

develops the point of view of 
the narrator or speaker in a text.

Grade Seven Reading

central idea of a text and  
analyze its development over 
the course of the text. Students 
also provide an objective sum-
mary of the text.

develops and contrasts the points 
of view of di!erent characters or 
narrators in a text.
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,Q�JUDGH�VL[��VWXGHQWV�ZLOO�UHDG�D�ZLGH�UDQJH�RI�OLWHUDWXUH��LQFOXGLQJ�VWRULHV��SOD\V��
DQG�SRHPV��$GGLWLRQDOO\��WKH\�ZLOO�UHDG�WR�OHDUQ�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�KLVWRU\��WKH�ZRUOG��
VFLHQFH��DQG�RWKHU�DUHDV��+HUH�DUH�MXVW�D�IHZ�H[DPSOHV�RI�KRZ�\RXU�FKLOG�ZLOO�GHYHORS�
important reading skills across grade levels.

Grade Five Reading

from a text when explaining 
what the text says explicitly 
and when drawing inferences 
from the text.

from multiple print or digital 
sources, demonstrating the 
ability to locate an answer to a 
question quickly or to solve a 
problem e"ciently.

$V�WKH\�SURJUHVV�WKURXJK�JUDGH�OHYHOV��VWXGHQWV�ZLOO�EH�DVNHG�PRUH�TXHVWLRQV�WKDW�UHTXLUH�WKHP�
to cite details or information from increasingly challenging texts. This will encourage them to 
become observant and analytical readers.

Grade Six Reading

text to support analysis of what 
the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text.

presented in di!erent media 

words to develop a coherent 
understanding of a topic or issue.

Grade Seven Reading

of evidence from the text to 
support analysis of what the 
text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text.

a text to an audio, video, or 
multimedia version of the 
text, analyzing each medium’s 

as how the delivery of a speech 

READING LITERATURE

READING FOR INFORMATION
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Grade Five Writing

providing a general observation 
and focus, and develop the topic 

details, quotations, or other 
information.

statement or section related to 
the information or explanation 
presented.

information logically.

across categories of information 
using words, phrases, and clauses  
such as in contrast or especially.

Grade Six Writing

develop the topic with relevant 

quotations, or other information.

statement or section that 
follows from the information or 
explanation presented.

and information using strategies 

comparison/contrast, and cause/
e!ect. 

transitions to clarify the 
relationships among ideas and 
concepts.

Grade Seven Writing

previewing what is to follow, and 
develop the topic with relevant 

quotations, or other information.

statement or section that 
follows from and supports the 
information or explanation 
presented.

and information using strategies 

comparison/contrast, and cause/
e!ect.

transitions to create cohesion and 
clarify the relationships among 
ideas and concepts.

inform about or explain the topic. 

 

6RPH�ZULWLQJ�JXLGHOLQHV�PD\�VHHP�VLPLODU�IURP�\HDU�WR�\HDU��+RZHYHU��ZLWK�SUDFWLFH�DW�
HDFK�JUDGH�OHYHO��VWXGHQWV�FRQWLQXH�WR�OHDUQ�DQG�DSSO\�WKH�UXOHV�RI�VWDQGDUG�ZULWWHQ�(QJOLVK�
DQG�WR�VWUHQJWKHQ�DQG�H[SDQG�WKHLU�YRFDEXODU\��XVH�RI�ODQJXDJH��DQG�VRSKLVWLFDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�
development and organization of ideas.

:ULWLQJ�WDVNV�LQ�JUDGH�VL[�PD\�LQFOXGH�VWRULHV��HVVD\V��UHSRUWV��DQG�SHUVXDVLYH�SDSHUV��
+HUH�DUH�MXVW�D�IHZ�H[DPSOHV�RI�KRZ�\RXU�FKLOG�ZLOO�GHYHORS�LPSRUWDQW�ZULWLQJ�VNLOOV�
across grade levels. 



+HOSLQJ�\RXU�FKLOG�
learn outside of school

Additional Resources

1.  Provide time and space for your child to read independently. This 
time should be free from distractions such as television.

2.  Ask your child what topics, events, or activities he or she likes.  Then 
look for books, magazines, or other materials about those topics that 
would motivate your child to read.  

3.  It is also helpful when your child sees other people reading at home. 
You could share what you have read.

4.  Make time for conversation at home.  Discuss current events, shared 
interests, and future aspirations for education and career.

5.  Visit museums, zoos, theaters, historical sites, aquariums, and other 
educational places to help increase your child’s exposure to new 
knowledge and vocabulary.

6.  Use technology to help build your child’s interest in reading. There 
are several websites where students can read books or articles 
online. The computer will help with words the student cannot 
read independently. Libraries also have computers students can 
use to access those sites. Feel free to ask a librarian or teacher for 
suggestions.

For more information on the Common Core State Standards for English 
Language Arts and Literacy, go to http://www.corestandards.org/the-
standards/english-language-arts-standards.
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