
Meeting of the School Board 
David Douglas School District No. 40 

January 17, 2013 
 
A regular meeting of the David Douglas School Board was held on Thursday, January 17, 2013, at 
7:00pm in the Board Room of the David Douglas School District Administration Building, located at 
1500 SE 130th Avenue, Portland, Oregon 97233. 
 

School Board Members present were: 
Donn Gardner, Board Chair 

Dawn Barberis            Annette Mattson 
Frieda Christopher         Kyle Riggs  
Shemia Fagan    Cheryl Scarcelli Ancheta 

 

Also present were Don Grotting, Superintendent/Clerk; and Gail Hunter, Board Secretary. 
 
The agenda included consideration of the following:   
    

Call to Order / Flag Salute 
 

Student Body President’s Report – Paige Martin, ASB Vice President, reported on high school 
activities.  The “Pennies for Patients” fundraiser to benefit the Leukemia/Lymphoma Foundation has 
collected approximately $350 toward their goal of $1,000.  The Winter Formal is coming up on 
January 26.  This year’s theme is “Starlight Night”, and Paige said she expects the evening to be 
awesome.  On February 7, guest speaker Dave Dravecky will speak with students about overcoming 
adversity.  A former major league baseball player, he overcame cancer and a career-ending injury.  
Senior Night for Swimming takes place tonight.  Friday’s basketball game is themed, “Pack the 
Place” with the hope of a great turnout by students and patrons. The Scots wrestling team is ranked 
second in the state.  An athlete as well, Paige plays softball, and announced she will attend Corban 
University next fall.  Finals are scheduled for next week. 
   

Visiting Delegations / Audience Input    
• Bond Oversight Committee Report – Mike Ewald presented slides of the high school’s weight 

room improvements, which include new equipment, practice lanes for runners, and overhead 
projectors for instruction.  Some replaced equipment will be moved to our middle schools.     

• Construction Manager’s Report – Rick Rainone, Cornerstone Management, reported on work 
completed during Winter Break, which included the weight room and two classrooms with 
polished concrete floors as samples for consideration.  Cost estimates are being prepared for 
all projects.  Mr. Rainone said we are already seeing the benefits of having contractors in 
place and part of the team as those estimates are being prepared.  A design presentation of 
the Earl Boyles Early Childhood Center will be presented at the next board meeting.  Chair 
Gardner thanked the Bond Oversight and Construction Committee for their efforts.    

• Greg Burrill, Substitute Teacher, thanked the board and superintendent for their hard work. 
He said he took a ten week, long term job at David Douglas High School, where he said he 
was deeply impressed by the great teachers and students.  He said this country’s most 
important job is raising and educating the next generation.  He asked board members and 
administration to lobby and agitate for the funding needed for education and national 
infrastructure.  Ms. Mattson said she met Greg on an East Portland bike ride, and said she 
was happy to know his experience at DDHS was a good one. 

 

Superintendent’s Report:  Superintendent Grotting announced that this month is National School 
Board Appreciation Month.  He said that being a school board member in this time of diminished 
resources is the hardest work there is.  On behalf of our students and staff, he thanked the members 
of the David Douglas School Board for their efforts.  Mr. Grotting remarked that two of our board 
members will conclude their work on the board this year and the district will lose that history,  
professionalism, and advocacy.  Mr. Grotting said the district has been fortunate to have a board that 
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works as an outstanding team to make a difference for our students. 
 

The superintendent said that members of the Cabinet have been working to obtain the best 
information possible to prepare the district budget.  The governor’s current budget proposal for 
education would allocate $6.15million to David Douglas.  If that proposal doesn’t include PERS 
reforms, the district will be left with an $8million deficit.  Mr. Grotting said it is critical that we 
advocate for additional funding.  To maintain our current service levels and contractual obligations, 
the district needs $6.8million from the state.     
 

Ms. Mattson announced that Monday was an historic day in this state.  As the Legislative Session 
opened and new members were sworn in, three were David Douglas residents:  Jessica Pederson, 
who is very familiar with East Portland issues; Jeff Reardon, who served ten years on the David 
Douglas board and another ten as a district teacher; and current David Douglas board member 
Shemia Fagan.   
 

Superintendent Grotting said that Multnomah County superintendents hosted state legislators to 
advocate for funding and share about budget implications for our schools.  Board members are 
invited to attend the Portland Roast Festival, a benefit for All Hands Raised, to be held on February 
21.  Mr. Grotting shared a recommendation from the high school administration to reinstate course 
fees.  The board discontinued fees in 2009, but due to budget constraints Mr. Grotting said the board 
may want to revisit that decision.  Ms. Christopher said that part of the basis for the decision in 2009 
was the discovery that we were prohibited from charging course fees to students receiving 
free/reduced lunch assistance.  It was an equity issue.  Ms. Mattson said that fees present a real 
deterrent to students who recognize the burden imposed on their families.  Mr. Grotting said the topic 
would be placed on a future agenda for discussion.  Another future agenda item will be selection of 
workshop date/s for elementary teacher implementation of the new language acquisition program, 
This request was discussed at an earlier meeting.   
 

Per contract requirements, the superintendent notified the board that his three year contract 
concludes June 30 and will be subject to renewal.  He reported briefly on mid-term progress toward 
his annual goals.  Under Student Achievement, goals were revised to align with implementation of 
achievement compacts.  OAKS testing has begun, with students being given two opportunities to 
take the test, instead of three.  Staff remains focused on closing the achievement gap.  Under Family 
Engagement, Barbara Kienle is heading the district’s team, which has been working on a five year 
plan to engage families in non-traditional ways.  The new administrator evaluation being developed 
includes a component on family engagement.  The superintendent’s third goal area is Organizational 
Efficiency/Sustainability.  Mr. Grotting said that everyone is being vigilant in seeking efficiencies, 
working as hard as they can, and all are doing more with less.          
 

Financial Report – Patt Komar reported that the district has received donations of $75,000 and 
$50,000 for the early childhood center.  The district posted a request for proposals for a grant writer, 
but received no applications.  Through some networking we were able to find a good candidate, who 
presented some additional options for potential Earl Boyles funding. 
   

Consent Agenda – Ms. Mattson made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda, seconded by  
Ms. Christopher.  The motion carried in a vote of 7-0. 

•   Approval of December Board Meeting Minutes 
•   Personnel Recommendations 
•   Resolution Authorizing Updated Construction Excise Tax Limits   
•   Approval of Contract with SERA Architects  
 

Adoption of Social Studies Textbooks – Director of Curriculum Brooke O’Neill announced that this is  
the first of three adoptions which will be brought for the board’s consideration this year.  The district is  
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able to make these purchases because of the passage of the bond, playing catch up from 
past adoptions we had to forgo due to budget constraints. Tonight’s proposal is for 6th – 12th grade 
Social Studies curriculum in a digital format.  Instructional Activities Coordinator Shelly Wilcoxen 
helped head the adoption committee.  She reviewed the proposal, which includes individual student 
licenses for six years and a very limited number of hardbound textbooks.  The purchase includes 
three professional days for teachers to learn how to access the new materials.  Ms. Fagan made a 
motion to approve the purchase, seconded by Ms. Barberis.  The motion carried in a vote of 7-0.   
 

Approval to Purchase Technology for Social Studies and Science – Derek Edens reported that 
as part of the digital adoption, the technology team considered several technology formats, selecting 
the Apple iPad mini as their recommendation.  The batteries last longer, they have larger screens, 
and purchase includes a free management system which allows teachers to block some applications 
and limit student access to specific curriculum.  Among the criteria for curriculum selection was that it 
be available on any web-based browser, so students may access materials on other devices at 
home.  The Tech Team recommends purchase of high school classroom sets of 40, and middle 
school sets of 35, all of which will remain in the classroom.  The devices will also be used for science 
curriculum, which will presented for adoption next month.  Teacher Valerie Hill was a member of the 
Social Studies adoption committee.  She demonstrated what students will be seeing, and reviewed 
the online learning exchange which makes lesson plans available for teachers or allows them to 
develop and load their own lessons.  Oregon Standards will also be loaded.  Ms. Mattson moved 
approval of the technology purchase as outlined, seconded by Ms. Scarcelli Ancheta.  The purchase 
was approved in a unanimous vote.  Superintendent Grotting thanked Ms. O’Neill and her team for 
their work determining the best products for our students.                
 

Acceptance of Preliminary District Achievement Compact – Brooke O’Neill reported on the work 
of the Achievement Compact Advisory Committee, which is required by the state to make an annual 
report to the board by February 1.  She said the Achievement Compact defines key measurements, 
sets goals for student progress, and highlights best practices.  It should also provide parents and 
students with clear information.  District Achievement Compacts replace NCLB requirements.  Ms. 
O’Neill reviewed makeup of the district’s advisory committee, which is comprised of 35 members.  
The committee will need to set new targets and submit an achievement compact annually to OEIB 
by June 30.  The committee has met to brainstorm ideas and has selected actions to implement, but 
members have not yet considered budget implications of their selected actions.  The Achievement 
Compact advisory committee will next meet on January 30 to continue to determine high leverage 
actions, determine budget implications and look at data to set new targets.  Ms. Mattson made a 
motion to accept the Preliminary Achievement Compact Report as presented, seconded by Mr. 
Riggs.  The motion carried in a vote of 7-0. 
 

Open Enrollment Determination – Assistant Superintendent Richardson presented a 
recommendation to participate in Open Enrollment for the 2013-14 school year.  He reported that the 
Cabinet and administration have worked to determine the number of openings to be made available, 
a difficult process as we feel that we are nearing capacity.  He recommended making 168 openings 
available, with preference given to the students currently attending our schools on inter-district 
transfer, and their siblings.  Due to anticipated high enrollment, he recommended restricting 
applications for kindergarten to siblings of currently enrolled students.  Open Enrollment will not be 
offered at Fir Ridge Campus.  Ms. Christopher made a motion to approve the Open Enrollment 
recommendations as presented, seconded by Ms. Mattson.  The motion carried in a vote of 7-0.   
 

School-Based Health Clinic Request to Provide Reproductive Health Services – Barbara Kienle 
reviewed a request by the Multnomah County Health Department to offer expanded reproductive 
health services at the school-based health clinic located on the high school campus.  She said the 
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clinic serves a vital need in our community for access to all kinds of health services for our students, 
and is the busiest of the county’s school-based health centers.  Jill Daniels, manager of school-
based health centers for Multnomah County, reported that the center already provides prescriptions 
for reproductive care, but is unable to fill those prescriptions on site.  Providing that service would 
require approval of the school board.  Ms. Mattson said that although the board has had this 
discussion before, she was pleased to see this request brought forward again as she was alarmed to 
see the density of teen births in our area.  During the discussion, Ms. Christopher recommended that 
the district conduct a survey of our parents to determine their level of support, before the board 
would approve the request.  Chair Gardner remarked that the map of health statistics provided 
should have shown district boundaries, as it appears that highest densities are to the east of David 
Douglas.  Ms. Kienle said that Centennial School District is preparing to open a school-based health 
clinic to better serve their area.  Ms. Fagan said if a survey is conducted, it should include our high 
school students.  Ms. Kienle said a vote to approve the request would allow the district to amend the 
contract with Multnomah County Health Department.  Mr. Riggs made a motion to approve the 
request, seconded by Ms. Barberis.  A vote of 4-3 defeated the motion, with Ms. Mattson, Ms. 
Fagan, and Ms. Barberis in favor, and Ms. Christopher, Mr. Riggs, Mr. Gardner, and Ms. Scarcelli 
Ancheta opposed.   
 

Other Business / Future Agenda Items – Ms. Komar reported that the $2.5 million premium from 
the bond sale was initially placed in the construction contingency and not assigned to a project.  She 
requested the board’s approval to assign $2 million to the pool project, increasing the pool budget to 
$5.6 million and leaving approximately $0.5 million in contingency for other projects or unanticipated 
construction issues that may arise.  Ms. Barberis made a motion to approve the recommendation as 
presented, seconded by Mr. Riggs.  The motion carried in a vote of 7-0.    
 

Board Member Reports – Ms. Fagan said that North Clackamas School District held a public forum 
on their district budgeting process, where attendees broke into small groups to consider how they 
would respond to the deficit.  She said it was a very informative exercise for the public and 
recommended that David Douglas do something similar if the district is required to consider 
substantial budget reductions.  Ms. Christopher announced that members of the Educational 
Foundation are continuing their work on a new website.  They are having trouble attracting new 
volunteers and are considering hiring a director to help revive their organization.  Ms. Scarcelli 
Ancheta said she hoped everyone was refreshed after Winter Break.  She thanked Mr. Grotting for 
the Scots t-shirts given to board members in honor of Board Appreciation Month, and invited 
everyone interested to attend the Earl Boyles fundraising event on February 12.  Ms. Mattson 
announced that there will be a vacancy on the Mt. Hood Community College board at the upcoming 
election.  She also encouraged board members to attend the Earl Boyles fundraiser, as many 
elected officials plan to attend and the district hopes to win their financial support of the project.  Mr. 
Riggs reported that CAC has selected two study topics.  He has also been serving on the 
construction committee and the Classified Employees Relations Committee.  He noted that a parent 
engagement event planned for Earl Boyles families on April 4 will be fantastic.  He shared 
information with West Powellhurst principal Allen Browning, who was very interested.        
 

Adjournment – There being no other business, Chair Gardner declared the meeting adjourned. 
 

      
  _______________________________                  __________________________________ 
Donn Gardner, Board Chair     Don Grotting, Superintendent / Clerk 
 
/gh 


