
Meeting of the School Board 
David Douglas School District No. 40 

February 14, 2013 
 
A regular meeting of the David Douglas School Board was held on Thursday, February 14, 2013, at 
7:00pm in the Board Room of the David Douglas School District Administration Building, located at 
1500 SE 130th Avenue, Portland, Oregon 97233. 
 

School Board Members present were: 
Donn Gardner, Board Chair 

Dawn Barberis            Annette Mattson 
Frieda Christopher         Kyle Riggs  
Shemia Fagan    Cheryl Scarcelli Ancheta 

 

Also present were Don Grotting, Superintendent/Clerk; and Gail Hunter, Board Secretary. 
 
The agenda included consideration of the following:   
    

Call to Order / Flag Salute 
 

Student Body President’s Report / Recognitions – Megan Bier, ASB President, reported that 
more than 700 tickets were sold for this year’s Winter Formal.  Juniors are planning for Prom, which 
will be held again at the zoo.  The Sparrow Club has adopted a district third grader with medical 
issues.   
   

Visiting Delegations / Audience Input –     
• Bond Oversight Committee / Construction Manager’s Report – Mr. Ewald introduced Rick 

Rainone, who presented a budget update on bond projects.  An outreach event for local 
bidders will be held in the Board Room on Feb 26, 4pm, to present all of the projects that will 
be bid between now and July.  General contractors and subcontractors located within the 
district will be specially invited.  Chris Linn, Boora Architects, reviewed the Earl Boyles early 
learning project, which is on budget and on schedule.  He said this has been a cooperative, 
creative process with funding coming from multiple sources.  The dominant theme is “One 
School, One Culture”, having the early learning component fully integrated into the school.  
Mr. Linn described the design as welcoming, versatile, designed to accommodate change, 
and sensible in use of energy resources and ease of maintenance.  He reviewed the scope of 
the project, floor plan and features of the design.  Superintendent Grotting said that Earl 
Boyles principal Ericka Guynes knocked on doors of every property adjacent to the school to 
describe the project and answer questions, receiving great feedback and having great 
conversations.  Mr. Grotting expressed his appreciation to Ms. Guynes, Mr. Linn, and the 
other partners who have spent many hours of effort in the planning of this project.   

 

Superintendent’s Report – Superintendent Grotting shared copies of Willamette Week featuring a 
cover story on the David Douglas High School ESL program.  Mr. Grotting thanked board members 
for attending the Earl Boyles early learning showcase event, noting that all three of our local 
legislators were there, as were three City Council members and representatives from Multnomah 
County.  Commissioner Dan Saltzman has submitted a request for $1million from the City for this 
project.  Capital Campaign committee members have met with several large foundations, and are 
considering options for bridge funding.  Chair Gardner said that although fundraising looks very 
positive, funds from the David Douglas bond will also support this project.  Regional wrestling and 
state swimming competition takes place this week.  The girls swim team is the Mt. Hood conference 
champion, and Coach Jim Bowe has been named conference coach of the year.  Board members 
and the superintendent signed a proclamation in observance of Classified Employees Week, which 
will be posted in buildings the week of March 4-8.    
 

Mid-year reviews are being conducted with administrators to discuss goals and progress, concerns 
and celebrations.  Cabinet members have been working hard on the budget, going through the  
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document line by line looking for potential savings.  DDEA representatives will be going to Salem on 
Friday to meet with legislators to discuss the impact of various levels of funding.  To maintain our 
current service level, the district requires about $6.7 million without PERS reforms.     
 

Superintendent Grotting said there are two board vacancies on the May ballot, and another three 
board members up for reelection.  He remarked that we have a great board with diverse areas of 
expertise, which have been a real benefit to the district.  We have a legislator on board in Ms. Fagan; 
Chair Gardner and Mr. Riggs have taken on the considerable load with the construction and bond 
committees; Ms. Scarcelli Ancheta keeps the district apprised of health care issues; Dr. Barberis is 
an educator and early childhood specialist; and Ms. Mattson and Ms. Christopher have experience in 
navigating the political landscape locally and statewide.   
 

Superintendent Grotting announced that he will be nominating principals John Bier, James Johnston 
and Ericka Guynes for COSA Distinguished Principal of the Year honors.  Multnomah County has 
offered $45,000 in matching funds to make Lincoln Park a SUN school, if the district contributes 
$45,000.  Superintendent Grotting said the budget is tight but we’ll do our best to make that happen.   
Mr. Grotting said that although fundraising continues and additional funding sources are being 
sought, there remains an $85,000 funding deficit for the three-day Outdoor School program.  The 
district must notify MESD by March 1 whether our students will participate this spring.  Metro met the 
majority of our deficit last year but those funds are not available again.  Other avenues for funding 
are being investigated.  All fifth graders will visit Zenger Farms and participate in the “Farmer in the 
Classroom” program.  Ms. Mattson reported that Nike has provided coats in order for all students to 
be suitably dressed for the weather during their visit.                  
  

Financial Report – Ms. Komar had no report at this time.  Superintendent Grotting said the Cabinet 
is working to be prepared for every possible budget scenario, in the hope not to have to go through 
another reduction in force. 
   

Consent Agenda – Mr. Riggs requested that the January Board Minutes be removed from the 
Consent Agenda.  Ms. Mattson moved approval of the remaining Consent Agenda items, seconded 
by Mr. Riggs.  The motion carried in a vote of 7-0.    

•   Personnel Recommendations 
•   Adoption of MESD Programs and Services for 2013-14   
•   Revision of the 2012-13 Elementary School Calendar  

 
Approval of January Board Meeting Minutes – Mr. Riggs corrected a sentence in reference to his 
involvement on a district family engagement committee.  Ms. Fagan made a motion to approve the 
minutes as corrected, seconded by Ms. Mattson.  The motion carried in a vote of 7-0.   
 

Eliminating Disparities Collaborative – Superintendent Grotting reported that he is working along 
with other Multnomah County superintendents and the business community to consider equity issues 
and evaluate district policy and practice.  Of particular importance are educational opportunities for 
our students, although equity practices are being reviewed across the board.  This work will be 
ongoing.   
 

Science Textbook Adoption – Brooke O’Neill presented the second of three textbook adoptions 
being brought for the board’s consideration this spring, which are being made possible due to  
passage of the bond.  As with Social Studies, this recommendation is for a digital adoption, for 
Science Grades 6-12.  The last scheduled Science adoption was deferred in 2008 due to budget 
cuts, so staff and students are currently working with materials from 2001.  The adoption team is 
recommending the purchase of curriculum from Discovery Education.  The next generation of  
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science standards are being developed now in Salem.  When they are determined, this digital 
curriculum will be adapted to the new standards.   
 

Denise Pierson presented a summary of the recommended adoption.  Grades 6-8 align with our 
state standards and are being updated to the Common Core.  At the high school level, the ninth 
grade general integrated science course didn’t have an interactive component.  Purchase of an 
Access Pack permits access to interactive earth science, physical science, and chemistry 
curriculum.  In preparation for a digital adoption, students were surveyed about their access to the 
internet at home.  78% responded that they have home access to the internet.  The curriculum is 
web-based and students can log in anywhere into their own private account.  For teachers, there are 
lesson planning tools and supplemental text materials.  Teachers can generate tests and 
assignments, and reading levels can be adjusted so all students can access the material.  Video is 
imbedded. Content is editable by teachers, and they can imbed links to additional materials.  
Tomorrow, during their professional development day, Discovery Learning will be working with high 
school science teachers.  Approval of the adoption would provide the district with a six year license.  
Ms. Mattson made a motion to approve the proposal as presented, seconded by Ms. Barberis.  The 
motion carried in a vote of 6-0 (Ms. Fagan had stepped out and did not vote).     
   

Technology Purchase for 6-12 Science Electronic Textbook Adoption – Mr. Edens 
recommended purchase of iPad Minis in high school teacher sets of 40, and middle school lab sets 
of 35, to support the electronic Science adoption.  Ms. Christopher so moved, seconded by Ms. 
Scarcelli Ancheta.  The motion carried in a vote of 6-0 (Ms. Fagan had stepped out and did not vote).     
 

Donation Wall - Earl Boyles Early Learning Project – Ms. Mattson reported that one suggestion 
which came out of the Earl Boyles fundraising discussion was a Donation Wall, where tiles made by 
students could be purchased for installation.  This type of project is often facilitated by an 
Educational Foundation.  Ms. Christopher agreed to bring the concept to the Foundation for 
discussion.  She said that with the new website currently being developed it might be feasible to 
provide a link to PayPal for donations.  Ms. Mattson said such an undertaking would require active 
promotion as well as staffing to process orders.  Ms. Christopher said she sees supporting the early 
learning project as a district effort, not just a school effort.  Ms. Mattson said a capital campaign 
committee meeting will be held next week, and she will gather more details of the proposal.  
Superintendent Grotting said that it is important to show private sponsors and donors that the school 
community is also participating in the fundraising effort.    
 

Outdoor School Discussion – tabled   
 

Other Business / Future Agenda Items – In regard to the work of the Eliminating Disparities 
Collaborative, Ms. Mattson said that she hoped the district would also look at teacher recruitment.
She remarked that the Teacher of the Future scholarship hasn’t been used by a high school student 
for a number of years.  Superintendent Grotting reported on an opportunity provided through the high 
school’s Career Center, where students interested in education are interviewed and selected to 
intern as classroom assistants at Earl Boyles and Cherry Park.  There are currently 12 students 
participating, and they receive high school credit for their work.  The Career Center hopes to expand 
the program to our other elementary schools.  Earl Boyles participants also served as greeters at the 
EB fundraising event.     
 

Board Member Reports – Ms. Fagan reported on the legislature’s PERS discussions, saying that a  
collaborative group of stakeholders is coming together to develop reform recommendations that are 
legal.  News reports have circulated about two different documents, one from the Department of 
Justice regarding which are the best arguments, and one from the Legislative Counsel asking if 
various proposals are legal.  She said the collaborative group doesn’t want to propose PERS  
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reforms that won’t survive a legal challenge.  Ms. Christopher reported that Opportunity Gateway 
participants meet with Mayor Hale’s representatives to discuss the Gateway education plan, and are 
concerned that he may be backing away from the support for funding that he expressed during the 
campaign.  Ms. Mattson reported that a record $96,000 was raised during SnowCap’s annual 
fundraiser on Saturday evening.  She said the outpouring of support from East County included 
$19,000 earmarked for an expansion of their facility.  She also reported on discussions of the Metro 
Policy Advisory Committee, and on the OSBA legislative agenda, of which the number one item is 
adequate school funding.  Mr. Riggs reported that the work of the CAC continues with a meeting 
next week.  He encouraged board members to attend the high school play, which opens March 8 for 
six performances.  Mr. Riggs invited board members to hear a parent engagement presentation 
called “College Starts Now” at Earl Boyles on April 4.  He reported that the Construction Committee 
is focused on controlling “scope creep”, as our bond budget is fully assigned, and said he has been 
impressed by the way adopted district construction standards are driving the work of architects and 
contractors.  Superintendent Grotting invited board members to the opening of Grocery Outlet on 
122nd Avenue.  
 

Adjournment – There being no other business, Chair Gardner declared the meeting adjourned. 
 

      
  _______________________________                  __________________________________ 
Donn Gardner, Board Chair     Don Grotting, Superintendent / Clerk 
 
/gh 
 


