
 
Meeting of the School Board 

David Douglas School District No. 40 
March 14, 2013 

 
A regular meeting of the David Douglas School Board was held on Thursday, March 14, 2013, at 
7:00pm in the Board Room of the David Douglas School District Administration Building, located at 
1500 SE 130th Avenue, Portland, Oregon 97233. 
 

School Board Members present were: 
Donn Gardner, Board Chair 

Dawn Barberis            Annette Mattson 
Frieda Christopher         Kyle Riggs  
Shemia Fagan    Cheryl Scarcelli Ancheta 

 

Also present were Don Grotting, Superintendent/Clerk; and Gail Hunter, Board Secretary. 
 
 
The agenda included consideration of the following:   
    

Call to Order / Flag Salute 
  

Student Body President’s Report / Recognitions – ASB President Megan Bier reported that the 
varsity boys wrestling team took first place at the state tournament, their first win since 1966.  A 
special assembly was held to celebrate their victory.  Advertising and preparations are underway for 
this year’s Prom, which will be held at the zoo.  Sparrow Club is selling raffle tickets to raise funds to 
support their sponsored child.  Kelsey Milks has been selected as this year’s Rose Festival princess. 
   

Visiting Delegations / Audience Input    
• Bond Oversight Committee Report:  Mike Ewald reported that concerns about the swimming 

pool project have been alleviated.  He said the Oversight Committee would like to schedule a 
groundbreaking ceremony for the pool project.  The weight room is nearing completion.  Mr. 
Ewald said the information session for local contractors drew good interest.   

• All Hands Raised Report:  Dan Ryan, Executive Director, presented an overview of the work 
of All Hands Raised, which he said serves all of the urban school districts of Multnomah 
County.  42 members sit on this committee, bringing together schools, government, business 
and non-profits.  Mr. Ryan reviewed twelve academic and social indicators that drive their 
work and shared their improvement targets.  Collaboratives include Ninth Grade Counts, 
Communities Supporting Youth, Eliminating Disparities in Child and Youth Success, and 
Ready for Kindergarten.  He thanked the district for partnering in this effort.   

 

Superintendent’s Report – Superintendent Grotting reported that there was a great atmosphere 
with great positive energy at the state wrestling championship, which the Scots took home for the 
first time since 1966.  The State Championship team from 1966 was invited and introduced at the 
celebration assembly.  The district is conducting a middle school principal search.  29 applications 
were received for the opening at Floyd Light Middle School.  Mr. Grotting said Mr. Gaulke will be 
missed when he retires at the conclusion of the school year.  Funding has been received to allow all 
of our sixth graders to participate in a 3-day Outdoor School experience this spring.  Mr. Grotting 
thanked teacher Cheryl Bland for her fundraising efforts, including her work to secure funding from 
East Multnomah Soil & Water Conservation District, which provided $49,000.  The superintendent 
announced that David Douglas High School is one of 80 finalists for a Google grant, which would 
support students in districts of poverty in passing AP and college credit classes.  He said John May 
put together the data for that grant application.  This week, Superintendent Grotting and DDEA 
President Bob Gray advocated before the state legislature for $6.75 billion in statewide school 
funding.   
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Financial Report – Ms. Komar presented a budget update.  Budgeting for 2013-14 is targeted on a 
state allocation of $6.55 billion.  With the board’s approval, during the budget process she will 
recommend maintaining a contingency of 3%.  Superintendent Grotting recommended that any 
savings realized through PERS reform be put in contingency as a hedge against any of those 
reforms being overturned by the courts.  Ms. Fagan said that as the legislature considers PERS 
reforms, there is a convenient correlation between the amount in the education stability fund and 
rough PERS savings.  The expectation is that the education stability fund could be tapped if any 
PERS reforms are overturned by the courts.  The superintendent said the legislature would like to 
determine the education allocation by the end of April.   
 

Ms. Komar reported that, per the auditor, our retirement funds don’t meet the definition of fiduciary 
funds because those funds are to be designated by a trust agreement.  They recommend a board 
action to dissolve the trust and transfer to the General Fund.  The board could choose to designate a 
special revenue fund, but would also have to designate a revenue source.  A board action could 
designate a percentage of property taxes as the revenue source.  Options for bridge funding for the 
Earl Boyles project have been discussed.  It would be possible to take a loan from the General Fund 
to cover costs while fundraising by The Children’s Institute continues.  This month’s financial report 
shows a healthy increase to the General Fund, due to an adjustment is state school fund projections 
of approximately $.5 million.  The district also received a refund of $150,000 in retro workers 
compensation.  In going through expenses, about $600,000 allocated to contracts won’t be needed.  
Some technology funds were not expended and will be rolled forward to next year.  Superintendent 
Grotting said we continue to have a deficit and are still about $2 million away from having revenues 
match expenditures.  We expect to receive a federal reduction of about $.5 million in Title and IDEA 
funding due to the sequester.  The High School’s Smaller Learning Communities Grant concludes at 
the end of the school year.  Other grant requests are being written in the hope of continuing those 
after school supports.   
   

Consent Agenda – Ms. Mattson moved approval of the following Consent Agenda items, seconded 
by Ms. Scarcelli Ancheta.  The motion carried in a vote of 7-0. 
 

•   Approval of February Board Meeting Minutes 
•   Personnel Recommendations  
•   Approval of the 2013-14 School Calendar 
•   Request to Increase Construction Management Contract 
•   Request to Increase Architect Contract 

 

Appointment of Budget Committee Members – Ms. Mattson nominated Ken Hutchins to serve 
another three year term in Position 6 on the Budget Committee, saying it will be valuable to have the 
continuity he provides as a long-term member.  Seconded by Ms. Fagan, the appointment of Mr. 
Hutchins was approved in a vote of 7-0.  Ms. Scarcelli Ancheta nominated Sherrie Henson for a 
second term in Position 1, remarking that as a 25-year member of this community Ms. Henson cares 
passionately about the success of the district.  Mr. Gardner seconded the nomination, which passed 
in a vote of 7-0.       
 

Progress Report:  CLASS Project – Assistant Superintendent Richardson provided an update on 
the work of the CLASS project committee.  Receipt of a CLASS grant through The Chalkboard 
Project has supported the work of a group of more than twenty educators which meets once or twice 
per month to develop blueprints for four focus areas:  new career paths, meaningful performance 
evaluations, targeted and relevant professional development, and expanded compensation models.  
Senate Bill 290 requires that districts develop a new evaluation system for all licensed staff.  Newly 
developed evaluations are nearing completion.  Assurances which meet the requirements of SB 290  
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will be submitted for board approval at the June 13 board meeting, and to ODE by June 30.  In June 
the work of the committee will be presented to CLASS, along with a request for additional funding to 
pilot their initiatives beginning next year.  Mr. Richardson said he believes David Douglas will be a 
frontrunner for additional funding as we are becoming a leader in this process.   
 

Other Business / Future Agenda Items – Ms. Mattson presented a resolution for the board’s 
consideration encouraging a ‘yes’ vote for water fluoridation.  She also offered materials for those 
willing to sign as individual supporters for that measure.  The resolution was deferred to the next 
board meeting.  Ms. Christopher presented a letter requesting the City to restore funds for SE 136th 
Avenue improvement.  It was the board’s consensus to send the letter to the City from the board.   
 

Board Member Reports – Ms. Fagan reported that the mayor did not propose cutting the 136th 
Avenue sidewalk project.  The proposal was part of the Transportation Department’s budget 
recommendation.  She attended a candlelight vigil on Friday honoring the kindergarten student who 
died after being struck by a car on 136th.  Ms. Fagan said it was very impressive that the student’s 
family is fired up demanding action, despite their grief.  The Bank of the West branch on SE Division 
is taking donations for the Morgan L. Cook Memorial Fund to help cover the family’s expenses.  The 
East Portland budget hearing has already been held.  Ms. Fagan reported that two van loads of East 
Portland folks attended the North Portland budget hearing to testify before the mayor and city 
council.  She said the mayor has expressed every intention of restoring the funding, although the 
funding proposal only covers SE Holgate to Powell, leaving safety issues from SE Foster to Holgate 
and SE Powell to Division.  Ms. Fagan said she is working at the state level to find additional 
funding.  Ms. Christopher reported that work continues on the Educational Foundation website.  
They will be meeting with the Children’s Institute to hear details of the Earl Boyles fundraising 
proposal.  She requested signatures of support for continued funds for East Portland Action Plan, 
saying it has been the most effective group she has participated in, with several hundred people 
becoming involved.  Ms. Christopher attended the East Portland budget hearing to testify for the 
Early Works project, and met yesterday with Commissioner Novick to promote EPAP, Early Works, 
our School Resource Officers, and the Gateway Education project.  Parkrose Superintendent Karen 
Gray also attended to advocate for our SROs.  Ms. Scarcelli Ancheta reported that a subcommittee 
of CAC will be doing some work on hunger.  The group includes Chelsea Karpa, Shannon Raybold, 
and Florence Protopapas.  She said they have some good ideas and are doing some outreach to 
community partners.  Ms. Scarcelli said there was a recent birthday party held for long-time David 
Douglas supporter and sports fan Kurt Hendricks.  She said he thrives due in great part to his 
relationship with his David Douglas family.   
 

Ms. Mattson last night participated on the Metro Policy Advisory Committee, representing the 
governing body of school districts, where she heard an update on Climate Smart Communities and a 
report on children and health.  Her work on MPAC will conclude when she leaves the board.  She 
encouraged other board members interested in public policy to consider serving on this task force.  
She said she would like to see East Multnomah County and East Portland represented in this group, 
as there are many participants from Washington County.  Ms. Mattson announced that as of this 
time, no one has filed for the Mt. Hood Community College Board vacancy for Zone 4, which 
encompasses David Douglas.  Mr. Riggs said he attended the high school play and he extended his 
thanks to the Educational Foundation for the new seats they’ll help finance for the PAC.  He said he 
had opportunity to walk 136th Avenue with Ms. Fagan and Commissioner Novick.  The experience 
was an eye opener for the commissioner and his assistant.  The point was made that it’s not just 
about sidewalks, but also about being able to cross the street safely.  Mr. Riggs said there is a 
possibility that Boora Architects may allow some of our high school students to assist in some of the 
new construction at Earl Boyles.  The “College Starts Now” program at Earl Boyles is coming  
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together.  Invitations to the presentation will be sent to board members.  Mr. Riggs was invited to 
observe the District Flight Team in their response at Gilbert Park, and said the district has an 
amazing capacity to deal with terrible instances.  He said seeing the principal and counselor being 
supported and not having to be the sole responders was something to be proud of.  He remarked 
that the Flight Team did an outstanding job to dealing with the ripple effect of that loss, providing 
support not only to kindergarten students and staff, but to friends of Morgan’s sister.  Mr. Riggs said 
you would hope never to have to use this tool, but it is invaluable when necessary.  Ms. Kienle said 
25 Flight Team responders supported that building.        
 

Chair Gardner requested a motion to approve a resolution promoted by OSBA, supporting the 
Strong Schools, Strong State Campaign.  Ms. Christopher so moved, seconded by Ms. Mattson.  
The resolution was approved in a vote of 7-0.          
  

Adjournment – There being no other business, Chair Gardner declared the meeting adjourned. 
 

      
  _______________________________                  __________________________________ 
Donn Gardner, Board Chair     Don Grotting, Superintendent / Clerk 
 
/gh 
 


