
Meeting of the School Board 
David Douglas School District No. 40 

April 11, 2013 
 
A regular meeting of the David Douglas School Board was held on Thursday, April 11, 2013, at 
7:00pm in the Board Room of the David Douglas School District Administration Building, located at 
1500 SE 130th Avenue, Portland, Oregon 97233. 
 

School Board Members present were: 
Donn Gardner, Board Chair 

Dawn Barberis            Annette Mattson 
Frieda Christopher         Kyle Riggs  
Shemia Fagan   Cheryl Scarcelli Ancheta 

 

Also present were Don Grotting, Superintendent/Clerk; and Gail Hunter, Board Secretary. 
 
The agenda included consideration of the following:   
    

Call to Order / Flag Salute 
 

Student Body President’s Report / Recognitions – ASB President Megan Bier wasn’t able to 
attend. 
 

Superintendent Grotting introduced Doug Pease, who will become Principal of Floyd Light Middle 
School in July, saying Mr. Pease will be a strong addition to the administrative team.  Mr. Pease 
expressed his appreciation for the opportunity, and introduced his wife, Cindy.  He said he grew up 
in Portland and attended Mill Park Elementary.  Mr. Pease was welcomed by the board. 
   

Visiting Delegations –     
• Beverly Fischer, DD Educational Foundation:  presented a check in the amount of $18,041 

from the Foundation to offset some of the costs of new seating at the Performing Arts Center.   
• Bond Oversight Committee / Construction Manager’s Report:  Mike Ewald reported that the 

weight room is nearly finished.  He said the committee concurs with tonight’s 
recommendations for contractors for construction projects at North Powellhurst, Menlo Park, 
and Ventura Park.  Rick Rainone reported that many people have spent considerable time 
preparing and clarifying the scope of each of the projects.  Bids for several have come in 
under budget.  They are still working through the city permit process on the swimming pool 
project.  Bidding should take place in May or June, with the hope of breaking ground in July. 

  

Audience Input –    
• Mike Ewald, patron:  asked that schools scale back their fundraising to support the arts, to 

offset the additional expense of the Arts Tax for our taxpayers. 
• Johneen Manno, President, Whole Systems Counseling:  introduced herself and Margaret 

Browning, Program Director.  She said their new center is located at SE 126 & Stark. In 
addition to their counseling services, they offer presentations for adults and for children about 
identifying sexual abuse and what steps to take in the event of abuse.  They will participate in 
a discussion on KBOO Radio on April 29, 6:30-7:00 to educate the public regarding sexual 
offending/treatment and effects on the community.  She presented board members with a 
copy of survey results regarding placement of treatment facilities.   

• Tom Madison, Gresham resident – said as a citizen, he watched the rude treatment Whole 
Systems received when they located to Sellwood.  He said he has testified in Salem on this 
issue and that good things are happening with treatment programs. He said clinics need 
community support to provide needed services.       

 

Frieda Christopher announced that a meeting has been held between the Educational Foundation, 
the Earl Boyles Capital Campaign, and the Earl Boyles parent group to brainstorm regarding the arts 
fundraiser to be kicked off in the fall.   
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Superintendent’s Report – Superintendent Grotting reported that 150-200 people attended “An 
Evening with David Douglas” sponsored by the David Douglas Historical Society on April 9.  A film 
on the botanist was shown and Mr. Grotting said the film could fit well into a high school science or 
social studies class.  The superintendent said the high school music department is having a very 
successful spring.  Many students and performing groups have done well in regional contests and 
have qualified for state competition.  Mill Park Elementary has been selected to receive grant funds 
for a Kindergarten Collaborative.  Mr. Grotting was pleased to announce that two of our principals 
have been named Principals of the Year for the State of Oregon:  Ericka Guynes for elementary and 
James Johnston for middle school.  He said this honor is well deserved and that all of our 
administrators are doing outstanding work, as is the rest of our staff.  Brooke O’Neill, Kate Barker, 
and some of our teachers visited a Maryland elementary school to see the Forward curriculum being 
used in the classroom.  The superintendent said if the board approves the purchase tonight as is 
being recommended, it will very important to put resources into implementing it with fidelity.   
 

Financial Report – Patt Komar presented this month’s financial report.  She announced that the 
district received a donation of $5,000 this month, along with a $5,000 bequest of stock, to the Earl 
Boyles Capital Campaign.  On tonight’s Consent Agenda is a request to set up a brokerage account 
to provide for the liquidation of the stock, since the district is prohibited from making stock 
investments.  The Budget Meeting is scheduled for April 22, 7pm in the board room.  If additional 
meetings are needed, they are scheduled for April 24 and 29.  The proposed budget is based on 
statewide school funding of $6.55 billion, with a 4% contingency.  The Early Retirement appropriation 
is currently in a fiduciary fund.  Per the auditor, fiduciary funds should not be accessible for use by 
the board.  Moving the appropriation into the General Fund would provide the board flexibility in the 
event of an emergency.  Ms. Mattson said the idea of mixing those dollars with the General Fund 
makes her extremely uncomfortable.  She expressed concern about having that show as a General 
Fund increase, suggesting that it be broken out on its own special line.  Chair Gardner said that the 
board has managed to save several staff positions by having access to those funds.  Whether fully 
funded or funded a year at a time, the important thing is that we fund our Early Retirement obligation.  
Ms. Komar said a fiduciary fund needs to be tied to an identified revenue source.  She described the 
auditor’s requirements.  Ms. Fagan made a motion to transfer the Early Retirement appropriation to 
the General Fund, seconded by Mr. Riggs.  The motion carried in a vote of 5-2 (In favor:  
Christopher, Fagan, Gardner, Riggs, Scarcelli Ancheta; Opposed:  Barberis, Mattson) 
 

Mr. Richardson said it has been mentioned that there will not be a reduction in force next fall, but 
there will actually be a minor RIF as we place staff returning from leaves of absence.  That is likely to 
impact 1-5 people.  We will be able to maintain our current service level.          
   

Consent Agenda – Ms. Mattson moved approval of the following Consent Agenda items, seconded 
by Ms. Barberis.  The motion carried in a vote of 7-0. 
 

•   Approval of March Board Meeting Minutes 
•   Personnel Recommendations  
•   Resolution to Authorize Establishment of a Brokerage Account 
•   Approval of Contract for IT Consultation for Construction Projects 
•   Resolution Authorizing Amendment No. 2 to the 2012-13 Budget 
•   Approval of Contract for Commissioning Services  
•   Bid Awards for Construction Projects:  North Powellhurst, Menlo Park, Ventura Park  

  

Elementary Curriculum Adoption – Brooke O’Neill reported that the district has been given a 
special opportunity.  We missed adopting elementary social studies and science due to budget cuts.  
English/Language Arts is scheduled for next year, and the following year is the state math adoption.  
Fortunately we have funding from the bond to meet these obligations.  The district was approached 
by Pearson Publishing with a proposal to partner in a three-year efficacy project implementing their  
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Common Core-aligned, integrated, web-based curriculum.  The Forward curriculum includes the five 
major content areas (Reading, Writing, Math, Science, Social Studies).  This partnership would 
phase in over time with intensive support from Pearson.  They are currently working with 
Montgomery County Schools in Maryland, but don’t have a presence on the west coast with this 
curriculum.  A short video was presented describing their program.     
 

Ms. O’Neill emphasized that this isn’t a digital adoption.  The digital pieces in this package are the 
teaching and planning resources.  Adopting this package would get the district caught up in Social 
Studies and Science, and would give us Math ahead of schedule.  All materials would be aligned 
with the Common Core.  Pearson would provide immense support as this is an efficacy study for 
them.  Twenty days of professional development would be provided in Year #1.  A needs 
assessment would be conducted in each elementary school, and professional development would be 
tied to that.  Two field support specialists would be provided for the three year implementation, and 
they also are offering a price reduction.  Four elementary schools would be free, with a reduced price 
for the other five schools.  Superintendent Grotting said the final price is still being negotiated.  
Today’s action item shows the maximum cost.  He said one positive is that the curriculum is tied to 
the common core, and would be revised as requirements change.  The challenge will be that it is a 
new way of teaching, and calls for a great deal of teacher collaboration within grade and subject 
levels. By having teachers planning together to focus on the same strategies, we get commonality 
across the school.  It still allows for teacher creativity.  He said that at some point he may need to 
come to the board for additional planning days as the program rolls out.    
 

Ms. O’Neill said each of our elementary schools sent a primary and intermediate teacher, language 
development specialist, and principal to the presentation on Forward by Pearson.  The response 
from teachers was positive, but there were also many questions.  A group went to Montgomery 
County Schools in Maryland to see the curriculum being used and to talk with their staff.  All 
materials are available for printing.  Maryland teachers said at first they did print many lessons, but 
moved to the point where they didn’t print as often.  This adoption will also be a major shift for our 
administrators, who will also need professional development. Tonight’s recommendation would be a 
seven year adoption, which would include a three year research pilot and maintenance fees for 
implementation in years 4-7.  Ms. Mattson said she appreciated hearing about the teacher response 
to this proposal.  In reference to the possibility of additional professional development days going 
forward, Ms. Barberis said that planning should be undertaken early, thoughtfully, and completely if 
this adoption is approved.  The superintendent said there already is some collaborative time within 
our current schedule, but looking head, they have talked with DDEA about developing a five year 
plan for implementation of the Forward curriculum.  Ms. Fagan moved to approve the adoption as 
presented, seconded by Ms. Mattson.  The motion carried in a unanimous vote.     
 

Discussion of Facility Use Fees – Superintendent Grotting reported that as we continue raising 
funds for the early childhood center and investigate the possibility of accessing URAC funds, there 
has been discussion of what tangible things we can do to enhance community investment and the 
ways our district supports our community.  The Hub at Earl Boyles could offer opportunities for 
English lessons, GED classes, and job skills training, and it would be a benefit to expand those 
opportunities across the district by partnering to use our facilities for workforce development.  It was 
the board’s consensus to proceed with drafting new building use guidelines to encourage bringing 
workforce training to our constituents by waiving fees as appropriate.       
 

Open Enrollment Report – Assistant Superintendent Ken Richardson reviewed results following the 
Open Enrollment period.  Of the 168 openings the board made available, 86 were assigned.  60 of 
those are returning students, and 26 will be new to the district.  We will not know until May 1 how 
many DD students are leaving for other districts.  The Inter-District Transfers process remains in 
place.  The superintendent remarked that there is a bill in the legislature regarding inter-district  
transfers which would limit what districts can find out about students who apply.  Ms. Fagan said she 
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would discuss the impacts further with the superintendent, and possibly craft some amendments as 
the bill proceeds to the Senate for consideration. 
      

Resolution Encouraging Water Fluoridation – Ms. Mattson asked that the board consider a 
resolution supporting the water fluoridation proposal which will be on the May ballot.  Mr. Riggs so 
moved, seconded by Ms. Mattson.  The motion carried in a vote of 6-1 (In favor:  Barberis, 
Christopher, Fagan, Mattson, Riggs, Scarcelli Ancheta; Opposed:  Gardner) 
 

Other Business / Future Agenda Items –  Superintendent Grotting screened a video produced by 
The Children’s Institute about the Early Works initiative.  Ms. Mattson said this is great work.  She 
attended their fundraiser of the year today, saying there are some amazing folks in our area with big 
checkbooks and big hearts.  She said she is thrilled that they are working with Earl Boyles.   
 

Chair Gardner presented bid awards for asbestos abatement services for the board’s approval, 
moving approval of the construction committee’s recommendations.  Low bidders were Pacific 
Northwest Environmental for DDHS Phase 1, North Powellhurst, and Ventura Park; and IRS 
Environmental for Menlo Park and South Powellhurst.  Seconded by Mr. Riggs, the motion was 
unanimously approved.   
 

The board scheduled a workshop for June 7, 6:30pm at a location to be determined.  New board 
members and their spouses will be invited to attend. 
 

Board Member Reports – Chair Gardner announced that freshman Kennedy Allen not only broke 
the David Douglas High School record in the 1500 meter run, but broke her own record at the 
following track meet.  Ms. Christopher attended Opportunity Gateway’s meeting, where the group 
talked about good news in David Douglas.  She said any time our district can mention being in East 
Portland rather than Southeast, as well as part of the Lents URAC, will be helpful to our whole area.  
Ms. Christopher said that URACs out here haven’t gotten the attention by PDC that others have 
received.  Any time their name is thrown in to the discussion, it is helpful to the entire area.  Ms. 
Scarcelli Ancheta said the good work of the Citizens Advisory Council is continuing.  Two members 
of the committee, Krista Dennis and Shannon Raybold, are running for election to the board.  They 
will be reporting on helping to fight hunger in David Douglas when the CAC presents later this spring.  
Ms. Scarcelli Ancheta reported that Ride Connection has announced that they will provide 
transportation home from our food pantries, a great help to parents heading out with groceries.  She 
said she attended the alumni basketball tournament last weekend, where it was great to see some of 
the district’s long time friends, teachers, and alumni coming back to participate.  Ms. Mattson 
attended last night’s Metro Policy Advisory Committee meeting, and will attend the Chalkboard 
advisory committee meeting tomorrow.  Ms. Mattson said it was her pleasure at today’s Children’s 
Institute luncheon to sit at the table purchased by Lynn Lundquist and his wife.  She said she knew 
Lynn and heard recently about his compelling testimony at the legislature regarding the importance 
of early childhood, and advocating for funding the Earl Boyles project as a statewide model.  The 
Governor received an award at the luncheon which was named for Dick Alexander, another early 
childhood supporter.  Ms. Mattson said that the state lost two great early childhood champions in the 
passing of Mr. Lundquist and Mr. Alexander.  Mr. Riggs reported that the Earl Boyles “College Starts 
Now” event on April 4 drew about 100 people and received glowing reviews.  He said it was an 
excellent example of the connection between cradle and career, as the college awareness 
presentation was made to preschool to grade 5 parents.  He said he believes we’ll be able to write a 
grant to host these events at all of our elementary schools.     
 

Adjournment – There being no other business, Chair Gardner declared the meeting adjourned. 
 

          
_____________________________________________                 _____________________________________ 

Donn Gardner, Board Chair     Don Grotting, Superintendent / Clerk   
/gh           


