
Meeting of the School Board 
David Douglas School District No. 40 

July 12, 2012 
           
A regular meeting of the David Douglas School Board was held on Thursday, July 12, 2012, at 
7:00pm in the Board Room of the David Douglas School District Administration Building, located at 
1500 SE 130th Avenue, Portland, Oregon 97233. 
 
School Board Members present were: 

Donn Gardner, Board Chair 
Dawn Barberis            Annette Mattson   
Frieda Christopher           Mike Price 
Shemia Fagan         Cheryl Scarcelli Ancheta  

     
Also present were Don Grotting, Superintendent/Clerk; and Gail Hunter, Board Secretary. 
 

The agenda included consideration of the following:   
    
Call to Order / Flag Salute 
 
Announcement – Frieda Christopher announced that volunteers are needed to man the district 
booth at the upcoming East Portland Expo, to be held July 21 in Earl Boyles Park.  She shared a 
sign up sheet for anyone interested.    
 
Visiting Delegations / Audience Input –       
 

Multnomah County SUN presentation – Barbara Kienle introduced SUN Coordinating Council Chair 
Bill Scott, representing the Portland Business Alliance, and member Diana Hall, representing 
Multnomah County.    
 

Mr. Scott reported that the SUN Council provides governance guidance and management services 
for the system.  East county school districts have two seats on the council.  Ms. Kienle served 
several years in that capacity and currently serves as an alternate.  Mr. Scott remarked that the 
David Douglas board and staff have been tremendous partners with SUN, very consistently working 
for the system’s success.  Despite major budget cuts, the system hasn’t lost any SUN sites. Eight 
sites threatened with cuts this year were saved, and they managed to add some sites in East 
County.  There are currently 67 schools in Multnomah County with SUN programs, serving 20,000 at 
enrolled events.  SUN is an aligned system of care providing social and support services to youth 
and families.  Collaborative system partners include Multnomah County, the City of Portland, six 
school districts, the State Department of Human Services, and businesses and nonprofits.  He 
reviewed aligned services provided in David Douglas, noting that there are typically 20 or 30 different 
services provided at each school.   
 

Ms. Hall said the work of schools and partners to educate and support kids is creating a collective 
impact, leveraging community resources to best advantage.  Ms. Hall reviewed sources of revenue 
for the program which has allowed it to expand.  In David Douglas, nine of our 14 schools are SUN 
community schools.  SUN is focusing to provide services to the kids who need it most.  With David 
Douglas in the top two quartiles of poverty, needs are high.  She reviewed performance data, saying 
that the fact that SUN students are making bigger academic gains on average than the total 
population is a strong indication that the strategy works.  The county’s 7-year contract expires three 
years from now.  Decisions about what the system will look like in the future will need to be made 
over the next two years.  She thanked Ms. Kienle along with district rep Florence Protopapas for 
their efforts to support the program in David Douglas and system-wide. 
 

Ms. Kienle said we are fortunate to piggyback on one of the greatest initiatives happening in our 
area.  Through SUN, we have established a consistent attendance initiative at elementary and 

middle schools, and will continue to deepen that work this next year, to add the schools which are 
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not in SUN.  SUN schools were invited to apply to host the Kindergarten Counts summer program.  
Three sites, Menlo Park, Gilbert Heights, and Earl Boyles, were selected to run the two-three week 
kindergarten readiness program “Jumpstart”.  Work is ongoing to see how to integrate and align 
services with the school improvement plan.  Extending learning opportunities beyond the school day, 
parent involvement has been huge, a real boost at SUN sites.   
 

Superintendent Grotting remarked that schools can’t do it all without SUN’s help.  He thanked Mr. 
Scott and Ms. Hall for the SUN Council’s work, noting that there are people coming from across the 
county to look at this model of collaboration.  Mr. Gardner expressed his thanks for the program, 
which strives to address the many challenges for east county districts.  Ms. Mattson said the 
improvement in daily attendance, reading and math data were great to see.  She said there has 
been a good response in putting sites where they’re needed.  She thanked SUN for sharing 
information about the school bond in a variety of languages.  Mr. Scott concluded by saying the 
program expects to continue to evolve, and that they are very open to any input about how they can 
improve.                  
 
Superintendent’s Report – Superintendent Grotting said he will attend a meeting next week to hear 
details about the Chevron “Fuel you School” program for the month of October, where for every 
gallon of gas purchased, a percentage goes to participating schools.  The intergovernmental 
agreement is in final draft regarding the City’s funding infusion for school districts.  Just over $1.1 
million is expected for David Douglas.  Our bond sale will occur the morning of July 19 at the offices 
of Seattle Northwest Securities.  Patt Komar reviewed the details.  The district has opted to go out 
for quality zone bonds which provide a tax credit, which will save taxpayers about $1 million.  A Bond 
Advisory Committee has been formed which includes all parties who expressed interest.  One 
person has expressed interest in filling the board vacancy, which will be open through July 18.  The 
vacancy has been advertised in The Oregonian and on the district website, and a message was sent 
to principals to share with interested folks.  Summer school is underway.  A capitol campaign 
committee is working to raise funds for the early works center.  The group will meet with the 
governor the first week of August.   
   
Consent Agenda – Ms. Mattson moved approval of the following Consent Agenda items, seconded 
by Mr. Price.  The motion carried in a vote of 7-0. 
 

•   Approval of June Meeting Minutes 
•   Approval of Arthur Academy Charter Agreement July 1, 2012 – June 30, 2017 
•   Resolution for Interfund Borrowing   

 
Citizens Advisory Committee Reports – Superintendent Grotting introduced members of the 
Citizens Advisory Committee to present reports on two of this year’s study topics.   
 

Peer Mentoring:  Chelsea Karpa presented a report and recommendations regarding peer 
mentoring.  She said she became interested in mentoring as a Portland State University student, 
which has a mentoring program for freshmen and sophomores.  She and fellow CAC member 
Charles Rynerson investigated the possibility of bringing such a program to David Douglas.  There 
are some efforts to provide peer mentoring in the district but they are disconnected and have no 
district level supports to facilitate implementation.  She suggested providing a coordinated curriculum 
with mentoring continuing as students move through the various levels, continuing relationships  
established early on with familiar faces.  Ms. Karpa said studies confirm that students connected with 
a positive mentor show improved attendance, and build quality relationships with teachers.  Overall 
academic performance improves as well.  There is also a positive impact on the mentors, including 
improved self esteem, the opportunity to utilize their studies in a meaningful way, contributing to their 
community and school, and development of insight into teaching and learning. 
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Ms. Karpa worked with Alice Ott Middle School teacher Steve Benner, who oversees their peer 
mentoring program.  He said students who were struggling when they came to Alice Ott have made 
improvements through their connection with a peer mentor.  Floyd Light Middle School teacher Sara 
Blanchard is one of two teachers dedicated as volunteers to keep their peer mentoring program 
going after being cut.  Ms. Karpa said she was really struck by that dedication.  Ms. Blanchard 
suggested that one opportunity for improvement would be to select mentors in the spring, so they 
can be paired with incoming sixth grade students before the start of the school year.  New sixth 
graders would already have that relationship begun when they arrive at middle school in September.   
 

Ms. Karpa said coordinating a district program would reduce planning time, as current efforts fall on 
one or two individuals.  Ms. Mattson thanked her for her report, saying building relationships is very 
important to learning.  She asked Ms. Karpa whether she researched any grants or other outside 
funding sources for mentoring programs.  Ms. Karpa said she had not.  She noted that at SUN 
schools various providers provide peer mentoring, but not consistently across the district, which 
doesn’t help with vertical integration.  She said we have dedicated volunteers who want to pursue 
this, but they need the district’s support.   
 

Reviving the CAC:  Kyle Riggs and Mike Ewald reported on their discussions regarding the status of 
CAC.  Mr. Riggs said he has been involved for five years.  He said over the past two years the CAC 
has changed; the heart and core are still there, but the drive to maintain the committee has declined.  
He said they wanted to check in with the board to determine whether the board still sees value in the 
CAC and wants it to continue.  Membership and attendance in the last two years has dissipated.  
Chair Gardner asked whether there are any specific shortcomings they see, and whether they have 
trouble coming up with study topics.  Mr. Riggs said it would be good if the board suggested some 
study topics of particular interest to the board, but they always have many topics to consider so 
finding them is not a concern.  He said that one change the CAC has made is that they stopped 
having meetings at the schools, and started meeting at the district office.  They didn’t foresee that 
administrators didn’t feel a need to be sure that their school’s representative was attending because 
they didn’t need to host a meeting.   
 

Mr. Ewald remarked that meetings don’t always have a board member present.  He suggested that 
scheduling meetings around the district would be a good way to showcase the various bond projects 
being undertaken.  Ms. Barberis agreed that if the board values CAC there should be active 
participation from the board member assigned to CAC.  In the past, CAC did receive input from the 
board regarding study topics.  She said CAC is one good way to bring in citizen involvement, and 
that it plays a valuable role.  Ms. Scarcelli Ancheta suggested that board members receive monthly 
updates.  Ms. Christopher said that in the past, that update came from the board member assigned 
to CAC.  Mr. Ewald noted that in the past there have very few recommendations coming from the 
study groups that were not supported by the board.   
 

Ms. Mattson said the CAC is an advisory group for the board which has a lens and perspective that 
is needed.  She agreed that there is a lot of value in going out to the different schools.  Principals 
hosted the meetings and briefed members about their building.  She said active engagement from 
the principal and other folks is needed, as is representation from varied cultural groups comprising 
our community.  Chair Gardner reiterated that CAC is important to the board.  He said there will be 
further discussion about how best to structure the committee for success.                    
 
Revision of Board Policy JGAB and JGAB/AR:  Use of Restraint and Seclusion (First 
Reading) – Barbara Kienle presented a first reading of a policy revision to meet new legislative 
requirements.  The additional language centers on parent notification that a student has been 
restrained or secluded, and includes some specifics around reporting requirements.  Action will be  
taken at the next meeting. 
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Administrator Compensation for 2012-13 – Ms. Barberis moved approval of the compensation 
recommendations as presented, which maintain salaries at the 2008-09 level but awards step 
increases to those administrators who are eligible, as do both approved certified and classified 
contracts.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Christopher.  Ms. Mattson said it was worth noting that 
this is the fourth year in a row that our administrators have not received any base salary increases, 
despite their increased responsibilities.  She said this is very unfortunate and does not reflect the 
board’s appreciation for our administration.  The motion carried in a vote of 6-1 (Barberis, 
Christopher, Gardner, Mattson, Scarcelli Ancheta in favor; Fagan opposed).  
 
Board Committee Assignments – Chair Gardner requested input from board members regarding 
their preferences for committee assignments.  An Early Learning Center Campaign Committee was 
added, with Annette Mattson and Frieda Christopher serving for the first year.       
 
Discussion Regarding Naming of Facilities – Mr. Grotting met with board leadership to draft some 
guidelines for discussion.  He said the subcommittee tried to give as much latitude as possible to the 
board while still giving grass roots efforts a method to apply.  During discussion, it was suggested 
that a 90-day input period be added in order to publicize requests and gather feedback to determine 
whether there is broad consensus or at least no active resistance to proposed changes.  It was also 
suggested that a process be outlined with specific steps to make a request.  Additional suggestions 
may be emailed to the board leadership.  A revised draft will be presented at a future meeting.       
 
Bond Update – Mr. Grotting said there were sixteen responses to our RFP for Construction 
Manager.  Proposals will be scored to narrow the field, followed by interviews next week conducted 
by the construction committee.  54 architectural firms have expressed interest in submitting 
proposals to our RFP for architectural services.  Following interviews, recommendations for contract 
awards will come to the board for action.      
 
Other Business / Future Agenda Items – none    
 
Board Member Reports – Ms. Christopher met with Senator Merkley to present an update on the 
East Portland Action Plan.  Private funding will be solicited for a Gateway Education Center.  
Parkrose Superintendent Karen Gray is spearheading that effort.  Ms. Mattson reported that she 
participated in a teleconference call to Senator Merkley regarding Children’s Institute and district 
work on the Earl Boyles early learning center.  She said the senator is very interested in this project.  
She noted that former David Douglas High School ASB president Katherine Westmoreland is 
completing an internship Senator Merkley’s office, where she is doing research on grants.            
 
Adjournment – There being no other business, Chair Gardner declared the meeting adjourned. 
 

      
  _______________________________                  __________________________________ 
Donn Gardner, Board Chair     Don Grotting, Superintendent / Clerk 
 
 
/gh 
 
 
 


