
Meeting of the School Board 
David Douglas School District No. 40 

August 9, 2012 
           
A regular meeting of the David Douglas School Board was held on Thursday, August 9, 2012, at 
7:00pm in the Board Room of the David Douglas School District Administration Building, located at 
1500 SE 130th Avenue, Portland, Oregon 97233. 
 
School Board Members present were: 

Donn Gardner, Board Chair 
Dawn Barberis            Annette Mattson   
Frieda Christopher           Mike Price 
Shemia Fagan         Cheryl Scarcelli Ancheta  

     
Also present were Don Grotting, Superintendent/Clerk; and Gail Hunter, Board Secretary. 
 

The agenda included consideration of the following:   
    
Call to Order / Flag Salute 
 
Visiting Delegations / Audience Input / Recognitions – Superintendent Grotting introduced Rick 
Rainone from Cornerstone Management Group.  Chair Gardner announced that this is Mike Price’s 
final board meeting.  He thanked Mr. Price for his five years of service on the Board of Directors, 
saying it has been a pleasure to serve with a fellow David Douglas High School graduate.  Mr. Price 
was presented with a plaque honoring him for his service.     

   
Superintendent’s Report – Superintendent Grotting announced that David Douglas has been 
recognized by Oregon Department of Education for having one of the few model schools in the state, 
Alice Ott Middle School.  No David Douglas schools were identified as focus or priority schools, 
meaning that none of our schools remain in school improvement status.  David Douglas is the only 
large district in Multnomah County without those designations.  Mr. Grotting said that considering all 
of the staff reductions we have absorbed and the needs of our students, we should be very proud of 
this fact.  Mr. Grotting received calls from Governor Kitzhaber as well as Chief Education Officer 
Rudy Crew congratulating our staff and students.  He said this announcement will give those schools 
which were in improvement status a real lift in morale.  Schools from around Oregon will visit Alice 
Ott to learn about strategies being used which are leading to successful outcomes for our students.   
 

The superintendent provided copies of an editorial from The Oregonian regarding achievement 
compacts which aimed too low in their goal setting.  Some districts elected to go flat due to limited 
resources; David Douglas has targeted 2-4% increases in our achievement compact.  Mr. Grotting 
attended the first bond advisory meeting, where Mike Ewald and Jennifer Anderson were elected co-
chairs.  On September 15, that group will take a bus tour of the district and look at the outlined 
projects.  Board members were invited to attend the annual “White Glove” tour of our buildings on 
Tuesday, August 21.  A schedule has been distributed.  Weekly construction meetings will be held 
on Tuesdays, 1pm with administration, our construction manager, and any available construction 
committee members.  Mr. Grotting reported that Derek Edens goes in for leg surgery tomorrow due 
an injury he sustained in a four wheeler accident.  He will be away from the office for awhile but he is 
working from home.  Architect applications were screened today, and interviews will be scheduled  
next week on Wednesday and Friday beginning at 12:30pm each day.  The superintendent 
expressed his thanks to departing board member Mike Price, saying it has been a pleasure to work 
with him.   
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Superintendent Grotting announced that Assistant Superintendent Natalie Osburn has left the 
district, saying he wishes her well in her future pursuits. He recommended moving Ken Richardson 
into her position and temporarily assigning Darcy Powers an expanded role as Human Resources 
Manager, which will save the district $170,000.  With the bond coming on, he said the Cabinet is 
stretched thin right now, but we will try this model for the time being.  Some of Dr. Osburn’s duties 
will be transferred to Ms. Kienle, who will take on family engagement and positive behavior supports. 
He presented personnel recommendations for modest increases in pay for Mr. Richardson and Ms. 
Kienle, as well as a recommendation to temporarily move Ms. Powers from Confidential to Manager.  
Due to savings in supply budgets, overestimates of utility costs, and reduced substitute costs 
primarily at the classified level, the 2011-12 ending fund balance will come in at approximately 
$11million.  The board took significant funds from early retirement liability, and future PERS rates are 
anticipated to increase approximately 7% ($4m per year to David Douglas).  There will also be roll up 
costs for step increases.  The superintendent said he expects there will be a push from the 
legislature to address PERS increases.  
 

Chair Gardner requested a motion regarding the district office personnel recommendations.  
Concerns were expressed about the additional work load being taken on by fewer cabinet members.  
Ms. Scarcelli Ancheta said it has not gone unnoticed how flexible members of the cabinet have been 
in assuming additional responsibilities.  She said the board appreciates the work of the cabinet and 
their willingness to take on extra tasks.  Ms. Barberis moved approval of the district office personnel 
recommendations as presented, seconded by Ms. Christopher.  The motion carried in a vote of 7-0.           
   
Consent Agenda – Ms. Mattson moved approval of the following consent agenda items, seconded 
by Mr. Price.  The motion carried in a vote of 7-0. 
 

•   Approval of July Board Meeting Minutes 
•   Personnel Recommendations 
•   Approval of Superintendent’s Goals, Aligned with Achievement Compact 
•   Selection of IP Security Camera Vendor   

 
Superintendent’s Evaluation Report – Chair Gardner reported that the board met to discuss the 
superintendent’s 2011-12 evaluation.  The superintendent’s goals will be posted on the district 
website.  Chair Gardner said Mr. Grotting has met the board’s expectations in each of the three 
evaluation areas:  Instructional, Managerial, and Political.  Ms. Fagan moved approval of the 
evaluation as presented, seconded by Ms. Barberis.  The evaluation was approved in a unanimous 
vote.  Mr. Grotting thanked the board for their support, noting that many of the goals met have to do 
with the hard work of our teachers, administrators, cabinet members, and students.   
 
Revision of Board Policy JGAB and JGAB/AR:  Use of Restraint and Seclusion - Second 
Reading – Chair Gardner said these revisions of board policy are dictated by the state legislature.  
Ms. Christopher moved approval, seconded by Ms. Scarcelli Ancheta.  The motion carried 
unanimously.   
 
Selection of Construction Manager – Chair Gardner announced that following extensive review 
and two rounds of interviews by the construction committee, their recommendation is to hire  
Cornerstone Management Group as Construction Manager for the bond projects.  Ms. Christopher 
moved approval of the construction committee’s recommendation, seconded by Ms. Mattson.  
Cornerstone Management Group was selected in a unanimous vote.   
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Applicant Interviews:  Board Position 5 – Chair Gardner introduced presentations by applicants 
for Board Position #5, which Mike Price has resigned effective August 30.  Copies of written 
applications were distributed to board members, and applicants were invited to make five minute 
presentations this evening.  The chair drew names to determine the order of presentation.  One 
applicant requested to make her presentation via Skype, as she is out of town.  Presenters included 
Jim Braet, Kyle Riggs, Christine Larson, Shannon Raybold, and Eric Nelsen.   
 

Following presentations and additional questions from the board, Chair Gardner announced that the 
board will nominate and vote on the appointment at the September 13 board meeting.  At that time 
the new board member will be sworn in and take their place on the board.  Candidates were thanked 
for their presentations and for their commitment to serve the students of this district.  Mr. Price said 
that these are five excellent candidates and the board will have a difficult choice, but the people 
serving on the board and in the administration will be excellent resources for the new board member.  
Chair Gardner remarked that there will be open seats on the board for candidates at next May’s 
election.   
 
Approval of Guidelines for Naming of District Infrastructure – Mr. Grotting presented a revised 
draft of guidelines which reflect input from the July meeting.  Ms. Fagan made a motion to approve 
the guidelines as presented, seconded by Ms. Mattson.  The guidelines were approved in a vote of 
7-0.  
 
Bus Purchase – Patt Komar announced that the purchase of two buses was included in this year’s 
budget.  This resolution includes purchase of one 12 Passenger + 4 Wheelchair Special Needs Bus 
and one 84 Passenger Bus with a wheelchair lift.  The proposal includes a wheelchair lift for the 84 
passenger bus to accommodate children in wheelchairs on field trips.  The district has acquired bids 
for this purchase.  One vendor’s bid was at a lower cost but their proposal didn’t meet the district’s 
specifications.  Prices are scheduled to be increased in approximately two weeks, so we would like 
to submit our order prior to the increase.  Ms. Fagan made a motion to approve the resolution to 
purchase from Schetky Northwest Sales, Inc, seconded by Ms. Christopher.  The motion carried in a 
vote of 7-0.   
 
Board Committee Assignments for 2012-13 – The board chair presented committee assignments 
for 2012-13, saying space has been reserved for the new board member.   
 
Bond Update – Patt Komar reported on the sale of district bonds which took place on July 19.  The 
bond sale generated $2.5 million in premium, and she expects to close on qualified zone academy 
bonds (QZAB) on August 28th.  The GO bonds were a very structured sale, with some presold and 
some of the bonds structured for specific buyers.  Superintendent Grotting said the OZAB bonds will 
save taxpayers around $1 million.  Purchaser interest in our GO bonds was very high.  Ms. 
Christopher said that as we look at our bond projects, to remember that the Educational Foundation 
has $15,000 set aside toward new PAC seating.            
 
Other Business / Future Agenda Items – none    
 
Board Member Reports – Chair Gardner attended the first meeting of the bond oversight 
committee.  He said that Mike Ewald and Jennifer Anderson will co-chair the committee, which will 
meet on the second Monday of every month from 6:30-8pm.  The meeting is open to the public and 
all are welcome to attend.  The committee will take a tour of the district on September 15 to get a  
visual overview of the bond projects.  Chair Gardner said their biggest responsibility will be to hold 
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the board’s feet to the fire.  Ms. Christopher reported that Mayor Adams has announced his support 
for the Gateway education center.  He said he will push the city council to move about 20,000 feet of  
office space out to Gateway.  This would be tax exempt property but could be the catalyst to get 
development underway.  Ms. Scarcelli Ancheta said she, Ms. Barberis, and Dan McCue were among 
those representing the district at the East Portland Expo.  She said Bev Fischer arranged a sale of 
books at the district booth to engage our multi-cultural community at the event.  Ms. Mattson said 
she is continuing her work on the Early Works Campaign Committee, which will next meet on August 
23rd.  New committee members include Tony Palermini and Alissa Keny Guyer.  Ms. Mattson 
announced that a Bosnian cultural center is under construction at SE 124th & Foster, which will be a 
nice community asset.  Mr. Price said that after 44 years in David Douglas School District, he is 
finally going to be moving out of the district.  He said he has appreciated very much working with his 
fellow board members, and has enjoyed serving as a board member who is also a DD graduate.        
 
Adjournment – There being no other business, Chair Gardner declared the meeting adjourned. 
 

      
  _______________________________                  __________________________________ 
Donn Gardner, Board Chair     Don Grotting, Superintendent / Clerk 
 
 
/gh 
 


