
 
Meeting of the School Board 

David Douglas School District No. 40 
September 13, 2012 

           
A regular meeting of the David Douglas School Board was held on Thursday, September 13, 2012, 
at 7:00pm in the Board Room of the David Douglas School District Administration Building, located 
at 1500 SE 130th Avenue, Portland, Oregon 97233. 
 
School Board Members present were: 

Donn Gardner, Board Chair 
Dawn Barberis            Annette Mattson   
Frieda Christopher           Kyle Riggs 
Shemia Fagan         Cheryl Scarcelli Ancheta   

     
Also present were Don Grotting, Superintendent/Clerk; and Gail Hunter, Board Secretary. 
 
 

The agenda included consideration of the following:   
    
Call to Order / Flag Salute 
  

Student Body President’s Report / Recognitions – ASB President Megan Bier reported that the 
school year had a great start.  More than 800 freshmen were welcomed at orientation.  A welcome 
back assembly was held last Friday, which included description of spirit days leading up to 
Homecoming on September 28.  Student Council is working hard to prepare for the homecoming 
dance, which will feature a laser show, fog machine, black lighting, and 3-D glasses.  Back to School 
Night will take place on September 17.  Megan reported that everyone’s excited to be back, and that 
attendance was great at the first two football games.   
   
Superintendent’s Report – Superintendent Grotting said that Ms. Bier is a great representative of 
the high school student body, and said she did a great job conducting a recent assembly.  Mr. 
Grotting announced that recent news articles have been very positive regarding student 
achievement in David Douglas, which he said are a testament to our great staff and hard work of our 
students, as well as to the board’s allocation of dollars in the right places.  The district received a 
CLASS planning grant from The Chalkboard Project which focuses on teacher and administrator 
evaluation, a compensation model, professional development and career pathways.  David Douglas 
was the first district in Multnomah County to receive this grant.  David Douglas, North Clackamas 
School District and Portland State University were awarded a grant to improve the ways we use our 
student teachers and to create a better model to prepare teachers for the classroom.  Mr. Grotting 
was pleased to announce that Oregon Department of Education has designated Alice Ott Middle 
School as the only Model middle school in Oregon, and that none of our schools were designated 
Focus or Priority schools.  Mr. Grotting stressed the importance of advocating for additional school 
funding during the next biennium.  Based on next year’s projected costs, the expected jump in PERS 
expenses will offset any increase we receive from the state.  He said many good projects will be 
possible with our approved bond.  A transparent process is in place with great support from our 
Construction Manager, Rick Rainone from Cornerstone, our staff, and an interested and engaged 
Bond Oversight Committee.  A tour of bond projects will be held Saturday morning, departing district 
office at 8am.  The superintendent congratulated Ms. Fagan and her husband on the birth of their 
son, Alton Fagan Maughan, on September 7.  The district has received two facility naming 
proposals, for the RRMS library and DDHS baseball field, which will be brought to a future board 
meeting for discussion.     
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Consent Agenda – Ms. Mattson moved approval of the following Consent Agenda items, seconded 
by Ms. Barberis.  The motion carried in a vote of 6-0.   
 

•   Approval of August Board Meeting Minutes 
•   Personnel Recommendations 
•   Architect Services Awards 
•   Board Approval of 2012-13 Alternative Education Programs 
•   Replacement of High School Weight Room Flooring   

 
Appointment of Board Position 5: Unexpired Term – Chair Gardner thanked all of the applicants 
for their interest and commitment to serving on the David Douglas Board of Directors.  He said this is 
the third time he has been involved in appointing a board member, and that these votes are always 
difficult.  The selection process involved written applications followed by presentations to the board 
in a public meeting, then tonight’s vote by the board.  Candidates include Jim Braet, Christine 
Larsen, Eric Nelsen, Shannon Raybold, and Kyle Riggs. 
 

The Board Chair recused himself from making any nominations.  Chair Gardner said that this district 
will be well served by any of these applicants as all are strong candidates.  Four votes are required 
for appointment.  He announced that there will be vacancies on the board at the next election, and 
he encouraged those not selected this evening to look for other opportunities to serve the district. 
 

Ms. Mattson made a motion that candidates receiving the least number of votes in each round not 
move forward to the next round, that voting continue until one candidate receives four votes, and that 
a coin toss be used if necessary to break a tie.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Scarcelli Ancheta, 
and passed in a unanimous vote.   
 

The Chair requested nominations.  Ms. Christopher nominated Christine Larsen, saying she has 
served on the budget committee, volunteered on the bond campaign, and would bring a perspective 
from the private sector.  Ms. Mattson nominated Shannon Raybold, who she said has a background 
in early childhood education which would be an asset to the board and the district as we place 
increased emphasis on early childhood in Oregon and across the country.  Noting that we have five 
very qualified candidates, Ms. Scarcelli Ancheta nominated Kyle Riggs, saying that he has been very 
supportive of this district, serving on CAC, the textbook adoption committee, the AOMS achievement 
compact advisory committee, and is a supporter of district athletics.  Ms. Barberis moved that 
nominations be closed, seconded by Ms. Mattson.  The motion carried in a vote of 6-0.   
 

Voting proceeded as follows: 
 
Board Member Ballot #1 Ballot #2 
Barberis Kyle Riggs Kyle Riggs 
Christopher Christine Larsen Kyle Riggs 
Fagan Shannon Raybold Shannon Raybold 
Gardner Kyle Riggs Kyle Riggs 
Mattson Shannon Raybold Shannon Raybold 
Scarcelli Ancheta Kyle Riggs Kyle Riggs 
 
Having received four votes, Kyle Riggs was elected on the second ballot.  Patt Komar, Deputy Clerk, 
administered the board member Oath of Office.  Mr. Riggs took his seat at the table.     
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Ms. Barberis said that every one of the candidates would have done an excellent job, and that the 
district needs their support and assistance.  She said she looks forward to these names coming 
before the community again.  Ms. Christopher encouraged all candidates to run for election to the 
board, saying we want people who care about this district to run.  Ms. Fagan said that as a person 
who has most recently run, it was a wonderful process and a chance to meet the folks in our 
community.  Ms. Mattson announced that after 18 years she will not be running for reelection, so her 
seat will be open next spring.  Filing opens in February.  Chair Gardner said the folks at Multnomah 
County Elections Division are very helpful.  Ms. Scarcelli Ancheta said she was very proud of the five 
individuals who applied, noting that it wasn’t an easy decision.  She congratulated Mr. Riggs on his 
appointment.   
 

Ms. Fagan was excused from the remainder of the meeting.        
 
Visiting Delegations / Audience Input – The following addressed the board:    
 

• Report from Construction Manager and Bond Oversight Task Force – Mike Ewald, co-chair 
of the bond oversight task force, invited board members to attend a bond project field trip on 
Saturday.  He said that some of the future task force meetings may be held in the buildings to 
see work in progress.  Mr. Ewald introduced Rick Rainone, Cornerstone Management Group. 
Mr. Rainone said this is his 19th bond, and that he is enjoying the opportunity to work with the 
board and our staff.  Six architectural firms have been selected, one for the pool project, one for 
the early childhood project, and four for repairs and renovations.  The construction team has 
been formed and meets weekly to discuss project issues that could impact the success of the 
bond.  High standard have been set for quality and fiscal management.  Mr. Rainone presented 
a list of nine projects the team wants to start on, saying they are grouped in such a way as to 
impact building staffs only one time during renovations.  The goal is to deliver all of the bond 
projects in 36 months.  Not every project on this initial list will go to construction next summer as 
some will require more time.  He will know more about specific timelines in 60 days.  A 
recommendation will be presented tonight to start design work on the Earl Boyles EarlyWorks 
project.  They are determining the scope of the core project funded by the district, and what can 
be funded by The Children’s Institute.  Four projects will utilize a CMGC project model, which 
increases the owner’s control of a project.  Those will be brought to the board for action at a 
future meeting.  He reviewed the list, noting that the security access and camera systems will 
be completed by a contractor who specializes in that work.   

 

Ms. Christopher requested that board members receive a detailed list of specific projects, 
including costs per item for each of the buildings, as the list presented here does not provide 
them enough information.  Mr. Rainone said he will get a complete project narrative out to the 
board.  Ms. Mattson said it is important to clarify the role of The Children’s Institute in the Earl 
Boyles project, as it will be the district’s and taxpayers’ building.  Ms. Christopher asked about 
the interview process for architects, saying she was surprised they weren’t asked about fees.  
Chair Gardner said the process was deliberately designed so we can negotiate with the 
selected architect on each project as we go, because they had not been assigned to specific 
projects when they applied.  As we have assigned and clarified projects, the district will receive 
a proposal from them that is specific to the scope of the work and the schedule.  Each project 
will fund its own design fees.  Mr. Rainone closed by saying he appreciates the opportunity to 
discuss the ongoing work with the Bond Oversight committee, saying it was a wise decision on 
the board’s part to convene that group.   
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• Mike and Paula Ewald, district patrons – presented a donation of $500 to assist district 

families of soldiers deployed overseas.  Mr. Ewald said he served during the Vietnam War and 
has huge admiration for our military.  In response, Chair Gardner said that the Ewalds have a 
deep fondness for this district.  He said he knows the impact of losing a service member in the 
family.  He thanked the Ewalds for their donation and said the district will put it to good use.    

 

• John May, district patron and employee – said he would address the board as a taxpayer, 
since he is no longer a district parent after 13 terrific years.  He said it’s been a tough few years 
in terms of resources, but due to the terrific effort by staff and students, it’s not hard to feel a  
little smug as we read about our successes.  He said it’s OK to be a little smug but not 
complacent.  He expressed hope that as the board moves forward as an organization, they 
appreciate not just the current adjustments, but also things that are part of the historical 
makeup of this district.  Superintendent Grotting remarked that in Mr. May we have the best 
data person in the state.  He said that John is very well respected throughout the county and 
across Oregon.        

 
Preliminary Enrollment and Staffing Report – Assistant Superintendent Ken Richardson 
complimented the staff and administration on the front lines, saying they are an excellent team who 
are truly taking care of our families to the best of their abilities.  He said the school year is off to a 
great start.  He presented a snapshot of general staffing over the years, enrollment, and a recap of 
inter-district transfers.  Staffing has been reduced from a high of 1157 in 2009-10 to 1017.13 this fall.  
During that time we’ve reduced 4 administrative positions, 2 manager/supervisors, 120 certified 
teachers, and 25 classified staff members.  Mr. Richardson said in recognizing we have downsized 
and are trying to be more efficient, it is important to remember that our staff and students feel the 
impact of these losses.  District enrollment as of this morning is up 23 students from same day last 
year.  All of that growth comes from the elementary level, as middle school enrollment is flat and the 
high school is down 56 students.  We are busing students to keep elementary class sizes as 
balanced as possible.  Three teachers were brought back and we added one kindergarten class.  
There is only one open classroom remaining at the elementary level.  Space is available at the 
middle and high school level if needed.  Floyd Light Middle School has requested to add Social 
Studies and ESL sections as they are currently at 40+ students per section.  Our other middle 
schools have core classes in the mid- to upper 30’s but principals have not requested additional 
staffing at this time.  He said our administrators are doing the best they can, as are our teachers.  
Ms. Mattson expressed concern about high class sizes at Mill Park, our highest poverty, highest ELL 
population.  Mr. Richardson said we are currently busing students from Mill Park to ease those 
numbers.  Gilbert Heights Principal Cherie-Anne May reported that 47 kindergarteners are being 
bused to other schools and they still have 27 students per class.  In reviewing inter-district transfers 
Mr. Richardson noted that while we have released more students than have come to us at this time, 
the bulk of our returning transfer students were admitted earlier under Open Enrollment. 
 
The board chair declared a brief recess.  The meeting was reconvened.        
 
Resolution to Amend Local Contract Review Board Rules for David Douglas School District 
40 – Ms. Komar presented a request to increase the dollar threshold for Superintendent or Director 
of Administrative Services approval for capital project contracts/purchases from $75,000 to $150,000 
before requiring board approval.  Ms. Christopher noted that we earlier set the $75,000 threshold per 
ORS requirements.  She asked whether those requirements had changed.  Ms. Komar said they 
have not; this request is for an exemption.  Chair Gardner said that now having only one board  
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meeting per month leaves the district at a slight disadvantage regarding turnaround for our major 
capital projects improvements.  In order to get some materials ordered for best price and optimal 
delivery times, we may at some points need to rely on the superintendent for that approval.    
Ms. Christopher expressed her objection, saying several items could accumulate with a large sum 
approved and spent without the board’s knowledge.  She said she wanted all such approvals 
communicated to board members as they occur.  Chair Gardner said that even with urgent projects, 
we do go through an appropriate bid process.  Superintendent Grotting said the bond oversight 
committee will also be notified of these purchases.  Ms. Mattson moved approval of the resolution as 
presented, seconded by Ms. Barberis.  The motion carried in a vote of 6-0.         
 
Resolution Amending Tuition for School Year 2012-13 – Superintendent Grotting recommended 
amending a previous resolution which established tuition for the 2012-13 school year.  He 
recommended reducing tuition rates to better align with state per pupil funding, and permitting him to 
decrease or waive tuition under special circumstances.  Ms. Barberis so moved, seconded by Ms. 
Christopher.  The amended resolution was approved in a vote of 6-0. 
 
Other Business / Future Agenda Items – Ms. Komar presented a request for board approval of a 
contract with Boora Architects for $119,150 to begin their initial work on technical drawings of the 
early childhood project. The firm was selected earlier for this work.  Doing this work now will allow 
the Capital Campaign Committee to have some preliminary drawings to show prospective donors.  
Ms. Christopher so moved, seconded by Ms. Mattson.  The motion carried in a vote of 6-0.    
 
Security Camera Purchase – Derek Edens reported that three vendors submitted proposals for 
security cameras.  In discussion with principals, locations for cameras were determined and the 
scope of the work expanded.  The cost has increased to $862,000, more than was earlier approved 
by the board.  This amount remains under what was budgeted for this purpose in the bond.  
Superintendent Grotting said that every facility here will have the entry covered, as well as computer 
labs, high school hallways and weight rooms.  Having cameras will assist our School Resource 
Officers and enhance safety of students and staff.  Cameras will also be placed in the stadium and 
some existing cameras will be replaced. Ms. Barberis moved approval of the revised proposal, 
seconded by Ms. Mattson.  The revised proposal was approved in vote of 6-0.            
 
Board Member Reports – Ms. Christopher reported on the City’s interest in the Gateway Education 
Center.  Ms. Mattson announced that the next meeting of the Earl Boyles EarlyWorks Capital 
Campaign Committee will be held September 18.  Ms. Mattson said PGE’s employee volunteer grant 
program has been reactivated after being suspended for awhile.  She applied and received a $500 
grant which she designated for the Earl Boyles project.  Mr. Riggs said it was very humbling to be 
selected as a new board member and that he is very excited to serve the district in this capacity.  
Ms. Scarcelli Ancheta took part in the white glove tour, and said that while the board has been 
discussing needed renovations, it is truly amazing to see how good the buildings looked for start of 
the school year.  She thanked the maintenance and custodial staff for their efforts and noted the 
good work of our teachers and students in taking care of our buildings.        
 
Adjournment – There being no other business, Chair Gardner declared the meeting adjourned. 
 

      
  _______________________________                  __________________________________ 
Donn Gardner, Board Chair     Don Grotting, Superintendent / Clerk  /gh 


