
Meeting of the School Board 
David Douglas School District No. 40 

December 13, 2012 
 
A regular meeting of the David Douglas School Board was held on Thursday, December 13, 2012, at 
7:00pm in the Board Room of the David Douglas School District Administration Building, located at 
1500 SE 130th Avenue, Portland, Oregon 97233. 
 
School Board Members present were: 

Donn Gardner, Board Chair 
Dawn Barberis            Kyle Riggs 
Frieda Christopher         Cheryl Scarcelli Ancheta 
Shemia Fagan     

 
Also present were Don Grotting, Superintendent/Clerk; and Gail Hunter, Board Secretary. 
 

The agenda included consideration of the following:   
    
Call to Order / Flag Salute 
  
Student Body President’s Report / Recognitions – ASB President Megan Bier reported that 
swimming, wrestling and basketball are going very well.  Student Council is sponsoring a canned 
food drive, with the goal of filling the principal’s office to capacity.  The “Pennies for Patients” 
fundraiser is also underway and will benefit the Leukemia Lymphoma Foundation.   
 
Audience Participation –  

• Mike Ewald reported that he and his wife were very pleased to hear that their $500 donation 
to a district family with a spouse deployed overseas was passed on to a Ron Russell Middle 
School family.    

• Sue Kelsey, retired district teacher/librarian, expressed her appreciation for being honored by  
the Ron Russell Middle School staff in recommending that their library be named after her.  
She expressed her hope that full time librarians will be reinstated in all of our schools when 
funding permits, as students are missing professional instruction.  She shared information on 
adopted Oregon School Library Standards which align with the common core.      

 
Visiting Delegations –     

• Bond Oversight Committee / Construction Manager’s Report – Mike Ewald said he recently 
took a tour of the high school’s weight room, saying he was pleased with the improvements.  
Rick Rainone said the district team is an incredible group to work with, and they have 
committed considerable time to make this bond successful.  He said the district received 
CM/GC proposals from seven very qualified firms, and chose to interview five.  He said he 
will bring back reconciled budgets to the board at the January board meeting.  He will also 
take that work to the bond oversight committee.  Superintendent Grotting said he has been 
very pleased with the work of Rick and Cornerstone, saying they have been very thorough.  
Dan McCue has a bond project page posted on the district website.        

• MESD Accountability Report – Superintendent Barbara Jorgenson and MESD Board Member 
Doug Montgomery presented an overview of the MESD’s annual report and services 
provided to David Douglas.  David Douglas receives resolution and contracted services 
through MESD totaling $9.3 million.  She said all are in potential jeopardy as the governor 
proposes taking funding from ESDs to support undefined student achievement centers.  This 
funding shift may affect DD programs by about $1 million in MESD services, the majority of 
which are for special education.  Shifting of funds would require additional resources to meet 
the district’s obligations to our special education students.  Superintendent Jorgenson 
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requested that the district designate a David Douglas representative to serve on the MESD 
Budget Committee, as the MESD board would like all member districts represented.              

• Lines for Life Youth Advisory Council Report – Youth members Hailey, Michelle, and Ashley 
introduced themselves and Kovi Altamirano, Council Coordinator.  Lines for Life is a local 
nonprofit dedicated to preventing substance abuse and suicide among youth.  Ashley, a 
former David Douglas student, described her experience and the impacts of being bullied, 
which eventually stopped when she reached out to her parents and teachers for help.  The 
Youth Advisory Council created the “There is Hope” campaign which encourages students to 
reach out and get support.  They presented a short video which they created, and expressed 
their interest in pursuing a partnership with David Douglas.  They reported that Tigard-
Tualatin and Hillsboro School Districts have signed on to develop anti-bullying campaigns in 
partnership with Lines for Life.   

 
Superintendent’s Report – Superintendent Grotting reported that Deputy Superintendent of Public 
Instruction Rob Saxton visited Earl Boyles Elementary today along with the governor’s chief of staff, 
Sarah Pope, to learn about the early childhood model we are developing.  Mr. Grotting said this 
program is on their radar for some possible funding.  He said it was a great meeting and that our 
visitors were very impressed with what’s happening there.  He remarked that Ms. Christopher and 
Ms. Mattson are serving on the EB Capital Campaign Committee.  A fundraising event will be held at 
Earl Boyles on February 12 where invited guests will include the governor, legislators, area leaders 
and foundations who are very interested in this program.  Board members are also invited.  David 
Douglas will host a meeting between area superintendents and local legislators on January 9 to 
present some of the challenges facing school districts as the governor proposes his budget and the 
legislature prepares to tackle that budget.  Superintendent Grotting said the administration will bring 
open enrollment recommendations for 2013-14 to the board in the near future.    
 

Brooke O’Neill reported that when the district rolled out the new language acquisition model at the 
elementary schools, curriculum kits were provided to teachers at a cost of $60,000 to get them 
started.  They were useful as teachers were implementing something new.  The kits provide detailed 
lesson plans for teachers to follow. Using the kits saved some prep time, but lesson preparation was 
still required. The kits that were purchased align with our PBIS initiative.  Ms. O’Neill said the district 
is coming to the point to decide whether to purchase more kits to take teachers to the end of the 
year.  Ms. O'Neill reported that the kits available for purchase may or may not align with 
content/standards teachers are required to teach.  Now that the first kit has been taught, teachers 
are aligning language instruction with the district reading curriculum.  This requires them to use a 
district created curriculum map to write daily lesson plans.  When polled, more than half of our 
teachers did not want the district to purchase additional kits, but rather requested to stay with the 
current structure of aligning language with our reading curriculum.  Because of the additional 
workload, DDEA has requested two days for teachers to work on integrating ELD curriculum into 
their lesson plans with the goal of infusing language in all subject areas throughout the school day.  
Bond dollars may be used to purchase curriculum kits but could not be used to purchase time.  
Superintendent Grotting said this curriculum could become obsolete very soon as language 
standards are being revised as we speak.  He said if teacher work days are granted, he prefers full 
days over half days and would want the district to control the agenda, with a goal for outcomes and 
expectations for a tangible product.  The district will bring their recommendation to the board at a 
future meeting.  
 

Superintendent Grotting reported that sixth grade teacher Cheryl Bland has been coordinating 
activities to raise funds for a three day Outdoor School experience for our sixth graders.  Some funds  
were raised last year, but a shortfall of $90,000 remains.  The district has not budgeted for Outdoor 
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School this year.  If the fundraising drive is successful, the district will provide transportation.  The 
superintendent said some of our neighboring districts are not participating this year due to budget 
constraints.                                          
 
Audit Report – Patt Komar welcomed Roy Rogers, Chief Accountant with Pauly, Rogers and 
Company, to review highlights of this year’s audit.  The auditor issued a clean, unqualified opinion 
with no reservations, and no comments.  The audit of federal programs also showed no issues, 
which Mr. Rogers says does not often occur.  He said the district provided a very comprehensive 
report.  The auditors provided three recommendations regarding best practices for the district’s 
consideration.  Superintendent Grotting thanked the firm for working with the district, thanked Ms. 
Komar for her leadership, and thanked Bill Leidy for his work preparing the financial report.  Ms. 
Fagan moved to accept the audit report, seconded by Ms. Christopher.  The motion carried in a vote 
of 6-0.  
   
Consent Agenda – Ms. Barberis moved approval of the following consent agenda items, seconded 
by Ms. Fagan.  The motion carried in a vote of 6-0. 
 

•   Approval of November Board Meeting Minutes 
•   Personnel Recommendations 
•   Amendment of Contract with Cornerstone Management Group   
•   Architect Award Amendment 
•   Approval of 2013-14 Budget Calendar 

 
Request for Naming of Ron Russell Library – Chair Gardner presented a request to name the 
Ron Russell Middle School Library after Susan Kelsey, the school’s former Library/Media Specialist.  
He said the group bringing this proposal forward has met all requirements of the board’s adopted 
guidelines for making a naming request.  They have presented a petition with the required two-thirds 
of the staff in support, and the request has been posted on the district website for 60 days, with no 
comments in opposition received from members of the public.  Two comments were received in 
support.  Mr. Riggs made a motion to approve the request, seconded by Ms. Barberis.  The motion 
carried in a vote of 6-0.  Ron Russell Custodian Kirk Huelshoff thanked the board, saying this 
successful effort has been the most significant act of his 30 year career with David Douglas School 
District.    
 
Financial Report – Patt Komar reviewed a recap of the district’s finances, saying that a planned 
transfer from the Early Retirement Fund has not been necessary due to a larger than anticipated 
ending fund balance last June. She is researching how the early retirement funds were initially set 
up, as new accounting requirements might restrict some of the district’s options.  She welcomed 
comments or feedback on the financial report’s new format.   
 
Selection of Construction Managers / General Contractors – Chair Gardner said the district will 
use CM/GCs for three major phases of work scheduled for this summer.  Rick Rainone reported that 
the district received seven proposals and five were selected for interviews.  He said the selection 
committee is very comfortable with the firms they are recommending:  Earl Boyles – Fortis 
Construction; South Powellhurst – Todd Construction; David Douglas High School renovation (phase 
one) and the pool project – LCG Pence.  Ms. Fagan made a motion to approve the selection 
committee’s recommendations as presented, seconded by Ms. Christopher.  The motion carried in a 
vote of 6-0.   
 
Recess – The Chair declared a brief recess.  The meeting was reconvened. 
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Contract for Asbestos Abatement Consulting Services – Superintendent Grotting announced 
that removal of floor tile will begin at the high school in a couple of classrooms over Winter Break, in 
order for the board and administration to preview the polished concrete surface being recommended 
district-wide.  The RFP Committee met to review and rank proposals for Asbestos Abatement 
Consultant & Support Services, and recommend awarding the contract to the top-ranked firm, PBS.   
Ms. Barberis so moved, seconded by Ms. Fagan.  The motion passed in a vote of 6-0.   
 
Adoption of Social Studies Textbooks – Chair Gardner removed this item from tonight’s agenda.  
 
OSBA Election of Officers / Resolutions – The board voted on nominated candidates for OSBA 
board vacancies.  They voted 6-0 in support of Bobbie Regan for Position 17, and selected Doug 
Montgomery for Position 19 in a vote of 5-0 with Ms. Christopher abstaining.  A unanimous vote 
approved OSBA’s proposed list of 2013 Legislative Policies and Priorities.   
 
Other Business / Future Agenda Items – none    
 
Board Member Reports – Ms. Fagan attended a working retreat for Democratic legislators, saying 
she is encouraged by what she sees as achievable goals to increase K-12 education funding. She 
said she also expects that a proposal for significant PERS cost savings will be passed this session.  
Ms. Christopher said that through her work on EPAP housing issues, she met with a representative 
from Habitat for Humanity which has 120 parcels on which to build homes in East Portland over the 
next few years.  Fifty homes have been built within the Lents Urban Renewal Area, most of which 
are in David Douglas.  Ms. Barberis said she attended a poverty institute this week, where her team 
studied housing.  She heard that the Housing Authority had recently opened their wait list, and that 
21,200 families applied for 3,000 opportunities.  The wait list is not expected to be reopened for 
another three years.  Ms. Scarcelli Ancheta reported that she found the presentations at this year’s 
OSBA conference to be very hopeful, saying she hopes the governor comes through with his 
commitment to find more funding for education.  She said it was her privilege to be in attendance 
when Brooke O’Neill was honored for her curriculum award at the conference.  Ms. Scarcelli Ancheta 
said she had honor today of attending the Fir Ridge holiday luncheon.   
 

Mr. Riggs sat in on a presentation regarding electronic textbooks which received good feedback from 
teachers.  He said the OSBA conference was fantastic, and that he really enjoyed participating in the 
High School’s Mock Interviews.  He learned about Menlo Park’s emergency clothing program, and 
through his work was able to provide some clothing.  Mr. Riggs said he has started work with Brooke 
O’Neill on a parent engagement project tied in with Earl Boyles.  A meeting next week will clarify the 
details of an April 4 event with Ericka Guynes and her staff.  He said that CAC members are whittling 
down potential study topics, and that Construction Committee meetings are going well. 
Superintendent Grotting announced that PAC seating is scheduled for replacement.  He said that 
three auditorium seating samples are currently in the PAC lobby for inspection.  Chair Gardner 
reported that the Bond Oversight Committee meets monthly on the Monday before each board 
meeting from 6:30-8:00pm and the public is welcome to attend.  The next meeting on January 14 will 
include a tour of the weight room, and the group will look at examples of polished concrete floors 
following asbestos abatement.                          
 
Adjournment – There being no other business, Chair Gardner declared the meeting adjourned. 

      
  _______________________________                  __________________________________ 
Donn Gardner, Board Chair     Don Grotting, Superintendent / Clerk 
/gh 


