
October 10, 2016 

 

Ken Richardson, Superintendent 

David Douglas School District 

11300 NE Halsey Street 

Portland, Oregon 97220 

 

Dear Ken; 

Enclosed with this cover letter is the David Douglas Historical Society’s “Closing 

Memo” to the District.  It is a comprehensive and detailed description of the “state” 

of the organization as we bring its existence to a successful ending. The contents are 

structured as follows: 

   I.     Inventory 

  II.    Glass Cases 

 III.   Storage Room 

  IV.   Lobby Exhibit 

   V.   Financial 

   VI.   Legal 

           VII.  An Agreement for Distribution of Historical Society Funds 

         VIII.  Recommendations 

            IX.  Miscellaneous 

  X.  Conclusion 

 

I kept the recommendations for each section separate from the identified issue in 

order the read for each not be over-whelming with too much information. I suspect 

the material describing a specific category may have already reached that point! 

 

The “Memo,” although in outline form, is ten pages in length. I wrote it with the fu-

ture in mind; I wanted to insure that whatever direction those implementing a plan 

for the collected artifacts could do so with sufficient information for making an “in-

formed” decision. Then too, from a historical perception, it is helpful to have docu-

mentation available for those who, sometime in the future, may want to access in-

formation for understanding the difficulties encountered by the Society. 

 

Let me take this opportunity to formally express, on behalf of myself and all past 

Presidents, my gratitude and appreciative thanks to the David Douglas School Dis-

trict personnel who have assisted the Society throughout our forty year history. It is 

clear from a perusal of the Society’s past documents, District staff have provided 

many valuable services supporting the Society’s activities and accomplishments. In 

1976 the District School Board formally created the David Douglas Historical Soci-

ety; they also deserve recognition for their continued encouragement and support of 

the organization as an important component of the District.  

 



Personally, when contacting your staff whether professional or classified, for infor-

mation or assistance in solving a problem, I have always received great cooperation 

with a “let’s see what we can do,” followed up with an agreeable plan of action. 

Rarely, in my previous professional experiences, have I encountered others so will-

ing to be so helpful. Of special note is the cooperation and assistance which Michelle 

Aldous and Holly Effenberger have extended to me over the course of my relation-

ship with District. They both are remarkable in their willingness to be helpful and 

never fail to provide valuable assistance or suggestions for problem solution. Absent 

the cooperation of these two individuals, the business of the Historical Society would 

have been more difficult to accomplish. 

 

Importantly, I must give credit to the many individuals who have been members of 

the Historical Society and those who have served on the Board of Directors. They 

have contributed countless hours identifying organizational needs and then working 

to achieve them.  Although I would like to individually list them here, the number of 

persons is too large for that; however it is noteworthy to identify the several distinct 

categories which represent the membership, these are: 

• Past Administrators of the District, or their surviving spouse. 
• Retired District teachers. 
• Those individuals who attended David Douglas High School and graduated 
during the early formative years of the District. 

• Members of the public who contributed to the development of the District. 
Without exception, these people held a strong commitment to the David Douglas 

community and worked to insure the District’s historical development would be 

preserved for future generations. During the last eighteen months of efforts to bring 

about a successful ending of the Society, three Board members continued to assist 

with those tasks. Betty Egner, class of ’58, Walter Lesher, also class of ’58, and 

Dolores Wood, a community member whose children and grandchildren attended 

District Schools, spent many hours diligently completing the closing work. If we 

have accomplished this with any degree of success, much is owed to these three 

dedicated individuals.  

 

Leading the Society during the period, April 2012 through the present time, has 

been and honor and privilege for me. Over the years following graduation from 

David Douglas High School in 1958, I have frequently reflected on the many oppor-

tunities for academic success and social skills development I took advantage of dur-

ing those formative years of my adolescence; all of which contributed significantly to 

my higher education achievements, and to my adult and successful mastery of pro-

fessional skills. I have always concluded that I “owed a debt of gratitude” to the Dis-

trict for these accomplishments, and with my role as President of the David Douglas 

Historical Society I know I have been able to express my appreciation and given 

back in some measure to the community equally to what I received. 

 

 



 

In closing, please be assured that I will continue to be available to the District to an-

swer question or to provide thoughts and suggestions concerning the Historical So-

ciety’s history, present closing state, or to address future developments. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

 

 

Ted Condon, President 

David Douglas Historical Society 

 

 

 

 


