
                                                         
                                                        Meeting of the School Board 

David Douglas School District No. 40 
June 16, 2016 

 
A regular meeting of the David Douglas School Board was held on Thursday, June 16 2016, at 
7:00pm in the David Douglas School District Board Room, located at 1500 SE 130th Avenue, 
Portland, Oregon 97233. 
 
School Board Members present were: 

Kyle Riggs, Board Chair 
                              Frieda Christopher                  Shannon Raybold 

            Donn Gardner           Cheryl Scarcelli Ancheta                               
        Christine Larsen                                

            
Also present were Don Grotting, Superintendent/Clerk; Ken Richardson, Deputy Superintendent;  
Patt Komar, Director of Administrative Services; Derek Edens, Director of Assessment & 
Technology; Brooke O’Neill, Director of Curriculum; Candy Wallace, Director of Elementary 
Education; Kelly Devlin, Director of ESL & Equity; Barbara Kienle, Director of Student Services; and 
Laurie Brunelle, Board Secretary. 
 
 
The agenda included consideration of the following:   
 

Call to Order / Flag Salute 
 

Special Recognitions – Superintendent Grotting presented a plaque and thanked Shannon 
Raybold for her years of service as a Board Member.  Shannon is a teacher, a mom and has 
expertise in early childhood education as well as special education.  She is resigning to begin a new 
adventure overseas and will be greatly missed.  Shannon Raybold presented a plaque and thanked 
Gail Hunter for 17 years of service as Board Secretary.  Gail is retiring at the end of June.  Donn 
Gardner recognized Superintendent Grotting for being a tremendous asset to the David Douglas 
School District.  He was presented a plaque for six years of service as the Superintendent. 

   

Visiting Delegations / Audience Input –  
• Jim Hughes, district resident and father, said his family is being harassed and discriminated 

against by the Fir Ridge staff.  
• Bond Oversight Committee / Construction Manager’s Report - Mike Ewald reported that the 

committee went through a list of projects that needed to be accomplished this summer from 
Patt Komar and David Callaway.  Mr. Ewald says removal of lead in our schools is a priority 
and we are ahead of the curve.  North Powelhurst, Gilbert Park and parts of the High school 
are being re-piped.  Bottled water is being distributed where it’s needed and more schools 
are being tested.  Re-piping is only being done where students and staff are consuming the 
water, which includes drinking fountains and kitchens.  Mr Ewald says it’s very important to 
communicate our project with our neighbors.  

• Presentation by Cadre of Distinguished Educators (CODE): Stephanie Myhre, Sandra 
Mueller and Cheryl Bland presented a power point on the Cadre of Distinguished Educators. 
They talked about the membership process of how teachers are selected for their 
outstanding talent and leadership. They shared the group’s accomplishments and the 
positive things happening in our schools. CODE is funded by the Education Effectiveness 
Grant. CODE members are eager and happy to move forward but this grant is concluding, 
and they’ll need another funding source.  

 

 
 
 
 



Page Two 
School Board Minutes 
June 16, 2016 
 
Superintendent’s Report – Superintendent Grotting talked about Gail Hunter as having the most 
outstanding work ethic he’s ever seen.  She is David Douglas through and though and will be greatly 
missed. The Superintendent thanked the School Board for hiring him and said he was honored he 
was chosen to represent David Douglas School District.  He said the school board really cares about  
the students and looks out for their welfare.  He said it was a difficult decision to leave the district but 
the Administrator and Teacher leadership know what it takes to move forward.  Mr. Grotting 
commented on John May’s talents with data and thanked him for the work he has done, and thanked 
everyone for the opportunity to serve. 
 

Mr. Gardner made a motion to the Superintendent’s resignation effective June 30th, seconded by Ms. 
Scarcelli Ancheta.  It passed with a unanimous decision. 
 

Financial Report – Patt Komar presented a brief update.  She talked about the general fund which 
is 7.7 million.  The business office is clearing purchase orders for the year.  Blanket purchase orders 
will be closed out.  We are waiting for E-Rate pass-through from MESD which will come next year.  
There are some outstanding projects which include the maintenance room, clocks at North 
Powellhurst, energy and construction projects.  There have been some contradictory lead testing 
results in some buildings. Domestic re-piping has been done at a few schools and it was successful. 
The spot testing results came back well. Mill Park’s roof needs replacing and we received a grant for 
1/3 of it. We will also be doing some fixture replacements.  We have 58.6 million dollars between our 
bond and bond premium. 
 

Consent Agenda – Ms. Larsen moved approval of the following consent agenda items, seconded 
by Mr. Gardner.  The motion carried a vote of 6-0. 

• Approval of May Board Meeting Minutes  
•   Personnel Recommendations 
•   Approval of Revised 2016-17 School Calendar 
•   Initial Purchase Order for Fiscal Year 2016-17 
•   IGA:  Mutual Aid Omnibus Agreement – Emergency Assistance 2016-17   
•   Resolution to Select a Property and Casualty Insurance Carrier for the 2016-17 School Year  
•   Resolution to Select a Workers’ Compensation Insurance Carrier for the 2016-17 School Year 
•   Resolution to Select a Student Accident Insurance Carrier for the 2016-17 School Year 
•   Resolution Setting Tuition for School Year 2016-17 
•   Construction Contract Approvals for June 2016 

 

Appointment of Board Position 6 – Unexpired Term – Board member Bryce Anderson joined the 
board meeting via phone for this agenda item. Four candidates applied for the school board 
vacancy: Paul Eck, Ana del Rocio Valderama, Andrea Valderrama and Tammy Williams.  Mr. Eck 
withdrew his name from consideration following presentations which brought the count down to three 
candidates.  Chair Riggs defined the voting process.   
 

The Chair requested nominations. Chair Riggs nominated Andrea Valderrama.  Mr. Anderson 
nominated Tammy Willams.  Ms. Christopher nominated Ana de Rocio Valderrama. There were no 
further nominations. 
 

Voting proceeded as follows:  Ballot #3 determined the second finalist. 
 

Board Member  Ballot #1  Ballot #2  Ballot #3 Ballot #4 
Anderson Tammy Williams Tammy Williams Ana del Rocio Valderrama Tammy Williams 
Christopher Ana del Rocio Valderrama Ana del Rocio Valderrama Ana del Rocio Valderrama Andrea Valderrama 
Larsen Andrea Valderrama Andrea Valderrama Andrea Valderrama Andrea Valderrama 
Gardner Tammy Williams Tammy Williams Andrea Valderrama Tammy Williams 
Raybold Ana del Rocio Valderrama Ana del Rocio Valderrama Ana del Rocio Valderrama Andrea Valderrama 
Riggs  Andrea Valderrama Andrea Valderrama Andrea Valderrama Andrea Valderrama 
Scarcelli Ancheta Tammy Williams Tammy Williams Andrea Valderrama Tammy Williams 
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Having received four votes, Andrea Valderrama was appointed on the 4th ballot. 
 

The chair congratulated and welcomed Andrea Valderrama to the board.  Ms.Christopher 
encouraged the other candidates to stay involved.  She said this was the best group of candidates 
we’ve had and there are elections coming next year, so there may be an opening.  Chair Riggs 
agreed we had quality applicants for this election.  Ms. Scarcelli Ancheta added, there are many 
opportunities to engage with the applicants in the future.  Ms. Raybold presented gifts to the newly 
elected board member.  She gave her many board reference books for her reading pleasure.  
 

Superintendent Selection Process, Criteria and Policy Directives - Ms. Christopher went over 
the rough draft of criteria for choosing a new Superintendent.  She announced this is the first time 
we’ve had a resignation of a Superintendent. The board needs to choose whether to consider 
internal or external applicants. If the district has qualified candidates then the board often agrees to 
go internal.  The board made a unanimous decision to consider only internal candidates.  Ms. 
Christopher said the district is going in the right direction and would like it to continue.  The board’s 
criteria is to select a strong leader, with unquestioned personal integrity and trustworthiness.  The 
candidate needs to be a visionary who is proactive and can demonstrate a strong commitment to 
students and staff.  Ms. Raybold suggested the candidate be able to lead from the ground up.   
 

The Chair provided an opportunity for public input. 
• Mr. Ewald spoke about being on the community member panel to select a Superintendent when 

Don Grotting was selected.  He said Superintendent Grotting is leaving the District in better 
condition then it was before he took the position.   

• Amanda Pierce, district parent, moved into the district 3 years ago from North Clackamas.  She 
credits the district for doing an excellent job with her family.  Amanda hopes whoever is next in 
line for the Superintendent position advocates for the marginalized. 

 

Chair Riggs suggested the needs of the whole child will be in the line of questioning for the new 
applicants.  The Board agreed to post the job by 6/18/16 for internal applicants and closing on 
6/24/16.  All internal staff will receive the posting.  Dan McCue announced he will post a summary of 
the information on the website, Facebook and though the local media so the public will have a 
chance to provide written input regarding the criteria.  The Board will make time on a Thursday to 
meet with applicants and conduct interviews. The Chair announced that interviews will be held in 
Executive Session. The Board will make their decision at the next public board meeting on July 14th.  
Mr. Grotting mentioned there are many Cabinet Members and Principals who would be qualified for 
the Superintendent position. 
 

Ms. Larsen moved approval of the Superintendent selection process, seconded by Ms. Christopher. 
The motion carried in a vote of 6-0.   
 

Recess – The board chair declared a brief recess in order for Patt Komar to conduct a public 
hearing on the 2016-17 budget.  As there were no questions from the audience, the hearing was 
adjourned, and the board chair reconvened the board meeting. 
 

Resolution Adopting Budget, Making Appropriations and Levying Taxes for Fiscal 
Year 2016-17 - Chair Riggs thanked the budget committee and the business office for the work they 
did this year, saying we will continue doing great things for kids and families.  He suggested 
everyone advocate for public education.  Ms. Scarcelli Ancheta concurred, saying we do need to 
reach out to our state representatives to provide us with enough money to teach our students and 
reduce our class sizes.   
 

Ms. Christopher made a motion to approve the Resolution Adopting the Budget, seconded by Ms. 
Raybold.  The motion carried in a vote of 6-0. 
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Superintendent’s Evaluation - Chair Riggs said Mr. Grotting has met expectations in all the areas 
of the Superintendent’s evaluation.   

 

Ms. Larsen moved approval of the Superintendent’s Evaluation, seconded by Mr. Gardner.  The 
motion carried a vote of 6-0. 
 

First Reading:  Board Policy GCBDD/GDBDD Sick Time – Deputy Superintendent Richardson  
presented a packet from OSBA regarding Senate Bill 454 which passed a sick time law that is 
different from sick leave.  Sick leave provides better coverage for our staff.  This is a required policy. 
Sick time and sick leave can be used concurrently.  This is a first reading.  Action will be taken at the 
next meeting. 
 

First Readings:  Board Policy Sections J and K/L – Ms. Christopher and Ms. Raybold reviewed 
all of the sections and Mr. Richardson was able to answer all their questions.  This will be an action 
item at the next meeting. 
    

Other Business / Future Agenda Items – Patt Komar presented four items for the board’s action; 
• Purchase Approval for June 2016 - Reprographics 
• Cornerstone Contract Amendment  
• Contract Approvals for 2016   
• Resolution for Facsimile Signatures 

 

Ms. Christopher moved approval of the four business items, seconded by Ms. Raybold.  The motion 
carried 6–0. 
 

Chair Riggs suggested for future agenda items, he would like to have the board supplied with the law 
and input from administrators regarding exclusion at the elementary level. 
 

Board Member Reports – Ms. Christopher reported the district has received a windfall of $13,000, 
which was donated by a past Administrator.  This donation will be used to develop a program to 
make students feel good about themselves and want to stay in school.  She said there will meeting 
regarding downzoning for David Douglas on June 28th from 5:30-7:30 at the Midland Park Library.  
Public testimony will be taken at this meeting before the City Council. There is a proposal for an 
affordable housing unit in the new Gateway Park neighborhood.  This meeting will be held on July 
11th at 6pm.  They will focus on East Portland and advocate for more dollars so more low income 
more people can buy homes.  
 

Adjournment – There being no other business, Chair Riggs declared the meeting adjourned. 
 
         

      
___________________________            _______________________________ 
Kyle Riggs, Board Chair             Don Grotting, Superintendent / Clerk             
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