
 
Meeting of the School Board 

David Douglas School District No. 40 
July 9, 2015 

 
A regular meeting of the David Douglas School Board was held on Thursday, July 9, 2015, at 
7:00pm in the Curriculum Conference Room of the David Douglas School District Administration 
Building, located at 11300 NE Halsey Street, Portland, Oregon 97220. 
 
School Board Members present were: 

Kyle Riggs, Board Chair 
                              Bryce Anderson                  Christine Larsen 

            Frieda Christopher           Cheryl Scarcelli Ancheta                               
        Donn Gardner 

            
Also present were Don Grotting, Superintendent/Clerk; Ken Richardson, Deputy Superintendent; Patt 
Komar, Director of Administrative Services; and Gail Hunter, Board Secretary. 
 
 
The agenda included consideration of the following:    
 
 

Call to Order – Former Chair Frieda Christopher opened the meeting as Chair Riggs was detained.   
 

Recognition – Superintendent Grotting expressed his appreciation to Frieda Christopher, who is 
concluding her fourth term as Board Chair. He noted that she has served on the David Douglas 
School Board for 24 years. The superintendent thanked Ms. Christopher for her leadership and for 
her staunch support of the district, wishing her many more years of service on the board.   
   

Visiting Delegations / Audience Input – District resident Mike Ewald requested permission to 
provide input later in the meeting during the CAC discussion, as a long-term member of CAC.  He 
received the board’s consensus to participate at that time.  

 
Superintendent’s Report – Superintendent Grotting reported that a detailed report on Smarter 
Balanced Assessment results will be presented to the board in September or October, but in the 
meantime the board received a printed snapshot of results as compared with the state.  Only 16 
students opted out of testing.  The district is gathering information on how the marijuana law will 
impact employers and employees.  Some employee groups are already subject to random testing.  
We have policy in place that we are a drug-free workplace.  Any necessary policy changes will be 
addressed as we proceed through our board policy review.  Shannon and Frieda have volunteered 
to review new board policy drafts as they are submitted during OSBA’s desk rewrite.      
 

Chair Riggs joined the meeting.  Superintendent Grotting announced that he will be meeting 
tomorrow with Mayor Hales to discuss the district’s plans for the Elks property, as well as City 
funding for expansion of summer and after school services for youth.  He reported that the August 
board meeting will again be held at an alternate site due to ongoing construction.  The annual “white 
glove” tour of district facilities will be held on Thursday, August 27.  Participants should gather at the 
District Office at 8am.  The Legislature just completed their session.  Superintendent Grotting said he 
expects our funding to be very close to what we budgeted this year.  The district will be applying for 
a CTE revitalization grant to renovate and equip some of the space at the old district office.  HB5005, 
just passed by the Legislature, will provide state bond funds for K-12 capital construction.  Beginning 
in 2016, districts passing construction bonds can receive up to $8 million in matching funds.  The 
state will also be providing some seismic upgrade funding for schools.     
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Financial Report – Patt Komar provided an update.  She received new numbers yesterday from the 
state school fund.  Formula revenue for schools will include a lot of carve outs.  She is still reviewing 
the details on disbursement of funds, but estimates the district will receive an increase of 
approximately $300,000 in state school funds for 2015-16, and a similar increase in high cost 
disability funds.  $89.7 million in revenue was budgeted; current estimates are $86.7 million.  The 
business office team is in the process of closing out the 2014-15 fiscal year, with a projected ending 
fund balance of approximately $7 million.  We budgeted a beginning fund balance for 2015-16 of 
$5.7 million.  We have used the entire Energy Projects fund balance this year from 2014 bond 
projects, with approximately $871,000 in projects approved.  We will be able to utilize the funds that 
come in next year immediately to supplement bond projects.  A few of the Early Childhood Capital 
Campaign pledges remain pending.  A few will be received in annual installments.   
   
Consent Agenda – Ms. Larsen made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda, seconded by  
Ms. Christopher.  The motion was unanimously approved.   

•   Approval of June Board Meeting Minutes 
•   Personnel Recommendations 
•   Formal Change of Location – District Office   
•   Approval of Updated Construction Excise Tax Limits 
•   Superintendent’s and Deputy Superintendent’s Compensation for 2015-16  

 
Superintendent’s 2014-15 Evaluation – Mr. Gardner made a motion to approve the 
Superintendent’s 2014-15 Evaluation, seconded by Ms. Scarcelli Ancheta.  Ms. Christopher reported 
that it was the board’s consensus that Mr. Grotting more than met the expectations of the board.  
She shared some of the board’s consensus comments, saying he really championed the Smarter 
Balanced Assessment, that his management style is a great fit for the district, and that he respects 
and works well with the board.  She noted that Superintendent Grotting has done an excellent job 
working with various community and political stakeholders at the city, county, and state level.  An 
ongoing goal remains bringing more diverse community folks into district focus group discussions 
and increasing their engagement.  Superintendent Grotting thanked board members for their 
remarks, noting that progress has been dependent on his great cabinet and administrative team.  
Chair Riggs reiterated that this cabinet is top notch, and the reason the team continues here is the 
environment Don fosters.  He said he very much appreciates Mr. Grotting’s leadership.  
Superintendent Grotting said the district is fortunate to have an outstanding board of directors, who 
trust the administrative team and really let them do their jobs.  The evaluation document was 
unanimously approved by the board.     
 

The Future of CAC – Superintendent Grotting reported that in recent years we haven’t been 
successful in getting a lot of folks involved in the Citizens Advisory Committee.  Principals have had 
difficulty finding parent representatives.  Deputy Superintendent Richardson said that as involvement 
has dwindled the last couple of years, the feeling has grown that there needs to be a change.  While 
there is value in hearing from our citizens, the interest in participating seems to be higher when 
parents see discussions as directly impacting their student.  Folks want to see a direct relationship 
with their child at their own school.  He suggested the board consider making it more of a building 
level function, possibly gathering everybody quarterly as a large group.   
 

Mike Ewald, who has served many years on CAC, agreed with the assessment, saying that this 
group started many years ago, our community has changed, and that folks don’t have the same 
commitment to volunteer that they had in the past.  Ms. Christopher said the CAC is no longer the 
entity that is meeting the needs of our parents.  She said committees on a single subject could be of  
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value.  Mr. Richardson said family passions are at the building level, so we should put our efforts into 
bolstering participation there.  Then the district can bring an issue to those groups, or from the 
building level a group could come to the district with issues of concern to them.  It was the board’s 
consensus to suspend CAC and look for other avenues for parent engagement at the building level.     
 
Contract Approvals – Ms. Komar presented a list of contracts for the board’s consideration.   
Mr. Gardner moved approval of the following contracts, seconded by Ms. Christopher.  The motion 
carried in a unanimous vote. 

• Playworks – playground coaches and programming for 9 elementary schools 
• CTL Corporation – Chromebooks/carts 
• Oregon Outreach – student placements 
• Trillium Family Services, Inc – mental health services for students 

 

Derek Edens was asked to report back regarding our experience with the durability of the classroom 
Chromebooks.   
  
Other Business / Future Agenda Items – Ms. Komar reported that she has been pursuing some 
additional rental space for the EI/ECSE program, which would be funded from their grant.  She 
requested the board’s approval to negotiate and procure a suitable space and tenant improvements 
for the EI/ECSE program.  Mr. Gardner so moved, seconded by Ms. Larsen.  The motion passed 
unanimously.   
 

Chair Riggs requested that board members email him their preferences for committee assignments.  
He said he may be developing a parent engagement committee.  If interested in serving, board 
members should let him know.  Chair Riggs also said his conversation with the school-based health 
center about reproductive health issues is continuing, and that the board may revisit this topic in the 
next couple of months.  Mr. Anderson remarked that during the board’s review of the 
superintendent’s contract, he looked into the district’s 403(b)/471 salary reduction arrangement 
language.  He said there are several language items within the plan document that may need 
updating, and volunteered to review it and bring it to the board for discussion.  Ms. Komar said she’ll 
assist Mr. Anderson in accessing and reviewing these materials.  She said that Carruth Consulting 
administers the district’s 403(b) plan and she will do some research to see if what’s posted is 
current.       
 
Board Member Reports – Ms. Scarcelli Ancheta announced that her 40th David Douglas High 
School reunion is coming up, and the planning committee is kicking off a campaign to build a 
separate fundraising account through the Educational Foundation.  Ken Thrasher and John Bier met 
with them to help them with their planning.  Information will be posted on the Foundation website.  
Areas for potential funding include College Possible, CTE, and ACT test fees.  Ms. Scarcelli Ancheta 
said that this year’s graduation was exceptional.  Ms. Christopher reported that she attended the 
town hall session hosted by Rep. Vega Pederson and Senator Monroe, where she had a discussion 
with Rep. Vega Pederson about her support of the opt out option for testing.  Ms. Larsen said she 
was very pleased with how the new district office building turned out.  Superintendent Grotting 
expressed appreciation to Ms. Komar for her attention to detail and her efforts to ensure that the 
move went smoothly.  Ms. Larsen said this investment will help the surrounding neighborhood.  
Chair Riggs agreed that it was a great graduation, particularly as one of his sons graduated after 
receiving the best educational experience anywhere.                                                                                                  
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Adjournment – There being no other business, Chair Riggs declared the meeting adjourned. 
 

                                              
__________________________________           ____________________________________ 
Kyle Riggs, Board Chair              Don Grotting, Superintendent / Clerk             
 

 
/gh 


