
Meeting of the School Board 
David Douglas School District No. 40 

August 13, 2015 
 
A regular meeting of the David Douglas School Board was held on Thursday, August 13, 2015, at 
7:00pm in the Curriculum Conference Room of the David Douglas School District Administration 
Building, located at 11300 NE Halsey Street, Portland, Oregon 97220. 
 
School Board Members present were: 

Kyle Riggs, Board Chair 
                              Bryce Anderson                  Christine Larsen 

            Frieda Christopher           Shannon Raybold                                        
        Donn Gardner          

            
Also present were Don Grotting, Superintendent/Clerk; Ken Richardson, Deputy Superintendent; Patt 
Komar, Director of Administrative Services; and Gail Hunter, Board Secretary. 
 
 
The agenda included consideration of the following:    
 

Call to Order    
   

Visiting Delegations / Audience Input – none   
 

Superintendent’s Report – Superintendent Grotting announced that all district administrators will 
gather at Ron Russell Middle School next week for professional development.  Among other 
activities, administrators will have the opportunity to review the new law regarding suspensions and 
expulsions.  Mr. Grotting will also share information on other legislation related to K-12 education.  
He thanked the board for approval of behavior specialists for our elementary schools.  He reported 
that the reduced price lunch designation has been eliminated from the School Lunch Program.  
Lunches will be either full price or free.  As they relate to the new marijuana law, all employer 
policies remain unchanged.  We remain a drug-free workplace.  The New Teacher Orientation will 
begin at 8am on August 25 at Floyd Light Middle School.  Lunch will be served at 11:45, and the 
superintendent will introduce any board members who are able to attend.  
 

Mr. Grotting, Mr. Richardson, Ms. Wallace and Ms. O’Neill participated in a statewide Leadership 
Institute which focused on supporting our principals with coaching, teaching and support.  Our ESL 
program met annual measurable achievement objectives (AMAOs) for second language students.  
Superintendent Grotting and Kelly Devlin, Director of ESL & Equity, serve on a statewide task force 
reviewing how ESL dollars are spent and why some programs are having success while others are 
struggling.  $13 million has been prioritized for this work.  Those funds will provide technical 
assistance to struggling districts as well as some money to support greater professional 
development for districts which are doing well.  The academic progress report and review of the 
Smarter Balanced Assessment will be deferred to October’s board meeting, so that information on 
the state report cards can be included in the report.   
 

The annual “white glove” tour of district facilities will take place on August 27.  Board members are 
invited for part or all of that day.  School offices will reopen on August 24 for registration.  Mr. 
Grotting expressed his gratitude that the start of school was delayed a week, as construction goes 
down to the wire.  All sites should be open and ready with the possible exception of Cherry Park.  
Classrooms there will be ready but the office may not be.  Mr. Grotting was pleased to announce that 
two David Douglas educators have been nominated for Oregon Teacher of the Year honors.   They 
are Megan Larsen, Preschool Teacher at Earl Boyles, and Leah Starkovich, School Improvement 
Specialist at Ventura Park.  Superintendent Grotting remarked that board member Cheryl Scarcelli 
Ancheta was unable to attend tonight’s meeting, but she extended her thanks to Dan McCue and 
Frieda Christopher for helping her launch an alumni fundraising campaign at her DDHS class 
reunion, to benefit the Educational Foundation. The superintendent thanked Ms. Christopher and  
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Ms. Raybold for working on the board policy review and rewrite.  He said the Bond Oversight 
Committee is preparing some literature for our patrons to share the work completed due to passage 
of the bond.        
 
Financial Report – Patt Komar reviewed her monthly update.  The projected ending general fund 
balance has increased about $400,000 from the last projection due to reductions in anticipated 
expenditures in instruction and facilities/construction.  Ms. Komar reported that the district has done 
a good job of coordinating energy project funds with our bond projects.  We will also tap into 
construction excise tax proceeds to complete some construction.  A summary of projects and their 
costs to date will accompany the next board report.  The district did not take delivery of all of our 
2014-15 bus order; the third one remains pending.  The Early Childhood capital fund had about 
$230,000 outstanding on June 30, which was transferred to the general fund under capital 
expenditures.  A couple of pledges are still pending.  Any anticipated Early Childhood revenues for 
2015-16 will be used to reimburse the general fund for construction costs.        
   

Consent Agenda – Ms. Larsen moved approval of the following consent agenda items, seconded 
by Mr. Gardner.  The motion carried in a vote of 6-0.  

•   Approval of July Board Meeting Minutes 
•   Personnel Recommendations  
•   Approval of Lease for MECP    

 

Recess – The board chair declared a brief recess in order for Patt Komar to conduct a public 
hearing on the proposed supplemental budget.  Following questions from the audience, the hearing 
was adjourned, and the board chair reconvened the board meeting. 
 
Resolution Authorizing Amendment No. 1 to the 2015-16 Budget for School District No. 40 –    
Vice Chair Raybold moved approval of the resolution as presented, seconded by Ms. Christopher.  
The motion carried in a vote of 6-0.   
 
High School Schedule Discussion – Superintendent Grotting reported that the state establishes 
minimum instructional minutes at each level. The high school was required to increase their 
instructional day by ten minutes this year.  The superintendent said he received a call from City 
Commissioner Steve Novick, who said he had reviewed research concluding that high schoolers do 
better academically and have better attendance if allowed to come to school at a later time.  He has 
been talking with districts within the city limits, and asked whether David Douglas would consider a 
change.  Mr. Grotting responded that such a decision needs to be made regionally as there are 
many issues to consider.  Although this discussion has been held previously, he said he’ll form a 
task force to investigate the issues.  Mr. Grotting said the commissioner is pushing to get access to 
TriMet bus passes for David Douglas and Parkrose students, and hopes to see movement in the 
next twelve months.   
 
Inter-District Transfer Recap – Deputy Superintendent Ken Richardson reviewed results of the 
inter-district transfer process which concluded August 1.  The board earlier determined they would 
offer 50 openings each for release and admission.  All of those openings have been filled. 
 
Refinancing of Bonds; Future Bond Discussion – Ms. Komar presented information regarding 
potential savings if 2005 bonds were to be refinanced, provided by Carol Samuels of Piper Jaffray.  It 
was the board’s consensus that Ms. Komar prepare a formal resolution for the board’s consideration 
at the September meeting.  
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It was the board’s consensus to schedule a board workshop to review scenarios and timelines 
regarding future bond levies.  Superintendent Grotting said that based on poverty, successful levies 
from May 2016 forward will be eligible for matching grants of up to $8 million from the state.   
 
District Email Accounts for Board Members – Mr. Richardson referenced a recent news article 
Dan McCue forwarded to board members regarding use of personal email accounts for district 
business.  He reminded the board that such use is subject to public records law.  Individual district 
accounts are in place for board members to use for district business.   
 
Contract Approvals – Ms. Komar presented a contract with University of Colorado for approval. 
That vendor provides LEAP model preschool training to staff.  Ms. Christopher so moved, seconded 
by Ms. Larsen. The contract was approved as presented in a vote of 6-0.   
  
Other Business / Future Agenda Items – Chair Riggs made a correction of the shared list of board 
committee assignments, adding Frieda Christopher to family engagement and contract review 
committees.  Chair Riggs noted that he added family engagement as a committee this year, and 
shared information on parent group meetings around the district.  Superintendent Grotting said that 
in September he’ll share information on family engagement activities happening in the buildings.  Ms. 
Larsen reported that Floyd Light Middle School is making good use of the auto calling system by 
regularly notifying families of upcoming events.  She said the district website should also be used 
more consistently by the schools to post events and activities.   
 
Board Member Reports – Ms. Christopher announced that the EPAP retreat will be held Saturday, 
August 29 from 10am-3pm in the DDHS main cafeteria to discuss tools for anti-displacement.  
Representatives from the City will present information and gather input.   A meeting notice will be 
posted on the district website.   
   
Adjournment – There being no other business, Chair Riggs declared the meeting adjourned. 
 

       
__________________________________           ____________________________________ 
Kyle Riggs, Board Chair              Don Grotting, Superintendent / Clerk             
 

 
/gh 

 
 


