
Meeting of the School Board 
David Douglas School District No. 40 

September 17, 2015 
 
A regular meeting of the David Douglas School Board was held on Thursday, September 17, 2015, 
at 7:00pm in the David Douglas High School South Building Board Room, located at 1500 SE 130th 
Avenue, Portland, Oregon 97233. 
 
School Board Members present were: 

Kyle Riggs, Board Chair 
                              Bryce Anderson                  Christine Larsen 

            Frieda Christopher           Shannon Raybold                                        
        Donn Gardner         Cheryl Scarcelli Ancheta 

            
Also present were Don Grotting, Superintendent/Clerk; Ken Richardson, Deputy Superintendent; and 
Gail Hunter, Board Secretary. 
 
The agenda included consideration of the following:   
 

Call to Order / Flag Salute    
 

Student Body President’s Report / Recognitions – ASB President Cameron Knopf was 
unavailable. 

   

Visiting Delegations / Audience Input    
• Mike Ewald, district resident and member of the Bond Oversight Committee, suggested that the 
district review street signage to our buildings as we finish bond projects.   
• Becky Greer, district employee and resident, expressed disappointment that the varsity baseball 
concession stand was torn down.  She cited the Pope as an example of bringing folks together, in 
stating that anyone in David Douglas who wants to be here is welcome.  She also expressed hope 
that the school-based health clinic would be allowed to provide condoms on request.   
 

Superintendent’s Report – Superintendent Grotting reported that the school year is off to a great 
start.  Administrators, teachers, and support staff are working hard and all are contributing to the 
success of our students.  He said he has been told many times by teachers to thank the board so 
much for delaying the start of the school year by a few extra days.  Construction went down to the 
wire and staff used those days to move back into their work spaces.  ODE will release state report 
cards on October 14.  In addition to reviewing the report cards at the next board meeting, staff will 
provide data on college credits being earned by high school students.  Per newly passed legislation, 
students graduating in 2016 will be eligible for tuition dollars for community college.  The 
superintendent thanked Ms. Raybold and Ms. Christopher for their work on the board policy revision.  
We hope to have that work completed by year’s end.  The sign in front of the new district office was 
just installed and looks great.   
 

Financial Report – Patt Komar presented an update on the District’s cash and investments over the 
past three years.  The majority of the District’s cash has been held in the Oregon Local Government 
Investment Pool (LGIP).  The auditors finished their field work last week.  A summary of the exit 
conference was distributed.  There were no material weaknesses or significant deficiencies noted in 
the exit comments.  There was a comment regarding monitoring practices of the board.  It was noted 
that financial reports are being presented at the board meetings and related comments and 
questions are being recorded in the minutes.  Best Practice comments included a note that MESD 
does not have an SSAE 16 report on internal controls, and a recommendation that the Board 
consider adequacy of fidelity insurance coverage.  A question was asked about how our banking and 
investment institutions were selected.  Superintendent Grotting remarked that next year’s budget 
may present a significant challenge.  We increased staffing this year to address real needs, but our 
enrollment is down and that will impact our funding.   
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Consent Agenda – Ms. Christopher moved approval of the following consent agenda items, 
seconded by Mr. Anderson.  A unanimous vote approved the motion.  

•   Approval of August Board Meeting Minutes 
•   Personnel Recommendations 
•   Approval of Grade Level Designation Change for Cherry Park 

 

Bond Discussion / Facility Planning – Superintendent Grotting said that the District has contracted 
with Mahlum Architects to draft a District Facilities Plan which is required as part of the City’s 
Comprehensive Plan.  Projections forecast continued growth in our area and our facilities are at 
capacity.  We gathered information from community members during last year’s facilities study, and 
are now talking with staff about the issues and variables that will come into play if and when we go 
out for a bond.  Within that scope of work we have narrowed down a list of general needs.  Based on 
enrollment projections, the most critical need will be at the elementary level.  The superintendent 
said the legislature passed a bond program based on poverty, which will provide up to $8 million in 
matching funds to qualifying districts which pass bond measures beginning in Spring 2016. The 
board’s consensus was to discuss these issues in a workshop format.   
 

Resolution to Refinance 2005 Bonds – Ms. Larsen made a motion to approve the resolution as 
presented, seconded by Mr. Anderson.  Superintendent Grotting said this resolution allows the 
district to refinance some of our current bonds to save taxpayers about $900,000 due to the change 
in interest rates since the bonds were issued in 2005.  The motion carried in a vote of 7-0.   
 

Select Date for Board Bond Workshop – Superintendent Grotting proposed setting a date for a 
board workshop to discuss facilities needs as they relate to a future bond.  He said a representative 
from Mahlum will come in to present their facilities findings, and we’ll gather the latest numbers from 
Piper Jaffray & Co. to determine what various scenarios and timelines would cost our taxpayers.  
The chair suggested finding a date for a four hour session during the month of October.  The board 
secretary will send out a poll to board members to determine availability.   
 

First Reading:  Board Policy Sections A/B and C – Deputy Superintendent Richardson reported 
that the entire board policy manual was last revised in 2009.  We are undergoing a desk rewrite, and 
will bring revisions to the board section by section.  Recommended revisions meet the most recent 
legal requirements and reflect current practice.  The majority of the changes are regulatory.  
Sections A/B and C represent drafts which have been reviewed and are being recommended as 
presented for a first reading.    
 

Enrollment Update – Mr. Richardson presented a snapshot of today’s enrollment, compared with 
Day #6 last school year.  Elementary numbers are down 139 students from same day last year, 
middle schools are up by 47 students, and the high school is down 34 students.  Total enrollment is 
down 1.2% at this time.  Numbers will be firmer when Mr. Richardson presents the formal enrollment 
report of October 1 data.  Although a reduction in enrollment impacts our funding, the good news is 
that elementary class sizes are more manageable than in years past.  
 

Family Engagement Discussion – Superintendent Grotting reported that our administrators are 
working diligently on family engagement.  Administrators are discussing how better to communicate 
with our families, and cabinet members are asking folks what they need to support those efforts.  
Kelly Devlin, Director of ESL & Equity, reported that on the first day of this fall’s administrator 
inservice week, two and a half hours were spent on equity and family engagement.  Administrators 
discussed the district’s core beliefs and how those tie to our mission and vision.  They are aware that 
this is a board priority and are working on culturally responsive teaching practices and honoring our 
diverse student population.  This fall’s work began by collecting baseline data and discussing next  
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steps.  They started with the idea that engagement be equitable.  The group looked at the top three 
activities they are offering in their buildings and categorized them by types of family engagement:  
audience, volunteer, parenting, school-related learning, and decision-making opportunities.   
 

All fourteen buildings completed a spreadsheet to collect baseline data.  Ms. Devlin shared some 
highlights.  The high school team has met with outside nonprofits to plan a year-long series of Latino  
Parent Nights.  Many members of the Gilbert Heights staff voluntarily delivered packets door to door 
to welcome families back to school.  A grant from Multnomah County supported home visits to 
kindergarten families.  30-60 families were visited per school.  The district is also working with EPAP 
on a grant for translation services.  Ms. Devlin was asked what the reception has been from the 
buildings to this emphasis.  She said there are places where it is already a real priority.  Other 
buildings are seeking input on how best to build relationships with some of our diverse cultural 
groups.  Ms. Devlin said in polling our families, once piece of good news is that parents are very 
trusting of the district.  They trust that their students are safe while in school and are learning while 
they’re here.  That trust allows parents to focus on survival issues.   
 

Barbara Kienle reported that Kaiser Permanente’s Thriving Schools program has been convening a 
group of partners from around the community.  David Douglas is one of four districts partnering with 
them.  At their most recent quarterly meeting, Ms. Kienle said she was the only school representative 
in attendance.  She said everybody wanted to know how to connect with the schools.  The group is 
working to revive wellness councils.  Through that partnership Kaiser will provide two flu clinics at no 
cost to the community during parent conferences.  One will be held at Gilbert Park and the other at 
Floyd Light.  Dan McCue reported that text messaging to parents is now going out in six languages, 
asking parents to opt in if they want to receive messages from the schools in this format.  This would 
be in addition to audio phone messages they already receive.        
 

District and Building Website Update and Demonstration – Superintendent Grotting said he 
heard from board members about buildings keeping their websites up to date.  Dan McCue and 
Derek Edens provided a brief a brief tour of the district website.  Buildings are in their second year of 
using the web design Derek built and feedback has been very positive.  The website is easy to use 
and schools are doing a better job of utilizing their site to share information.   
                                                                                      

Contract Approvals – Patt Komar presented the following contracts for the board’s consideration:  
  

• Cornerstone Construction Manager Contract Amendments 
• Portland Public Schools – pass through funding for Teach Oregon Partnership  
• Portland State University – pass through funding for Teach Oregon Partnership 
 

Ms. Christopher moved approval of the three contracts as presented, seconded by Ms. Larsen.  The 
motion carried in a vote of 7-0.   
 

Reproductive Health Services Discussion – Chair Riggs reported that he has been in continuing 
discussion with our school-based health center. They continue to bring up reproductive health.  In 
discussions over the summer with Alexandra Lowell, School-based Health Centers Manager for 
Multnomah County, she expressed that we are still the only center not providing comprehensive 
reproductive health care.  Mr. Riggs suggested that if she broke condom distribution away from other 
reproductive health services, he might be able to get that service passed by our board.  Ms. Lowell 
expressed interest in presenting that request to the board for consideration at the November board 
meeting. Vice Chair Raybold said she also talked with Ms. Lowell.  She said one factor in continuing 
discussions is that the pregnancy rates here are trending up while other districts are trending down. 
Also trending up are sexually transmitted diseases and infections.  The chair asked that any 
questions for the health department be directed to Barbara Kienle, in anticipation of their 
presentation in November.   
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Other Business / Future Agenda Items – none   
 

Board Member Reports – Vice Chair Raybold reported that Gilbert Park’s open house was fabulous 
as always.  She was pleased to see the bond project poster up front as folks walked into the 
building.  Ms. Scarcelli Ancheta attended the annual White Glove Tour, remarking that the buildings 
looked wonderful and the custodial staff was proud of their work.  She said she was pleased to take 
the opportunity to see the bond projects during the tour.  Ms. Scarcelli Ancheta said she has 
attended the first two Scots football games, where she also heard that thank you for the extra fall 
prep days.  Ms. Christopher also attended the White Glove Tour, participated in the board policy 
review, and attended the New Teacher Luncheon.  Today she and Ms. Raybold attended the 
presentation of $35,000 in musical instruments to the students of Ron Russell Middle School, by 
StubHub in cooperation with the Mr. Holland’s Opus Foundation.  She remarked that the students 
were exceptionally well behaved through the presentation.   
   

Adjournment – There being no other business, Chair Riggs declared the meeting adjourned. 
 

        
__________________________________           ____________________________________ 
Kyle Riggs, Board Chair              Don Grotting, Superintendent / Clerk             
 

 
/gh 

 


