
 
Meeting of the School Board 

David Douglas School District No. 40 
October 15, 2015 

 
A regular meeting of the David Douglas School Board was held on Thursday, October 15, 2015, at 
7:00pm in the David Douglas School District Board Room, located at 1500 SE 130th Avenue, 
Portland, Oregon 97233. 
 
School Board Members present were: 

Shannon Raybold, Board Vice Chair 
                              Bryce Anderson                  Christine Larsen 

            Frieda Christopher           Cheryl Scarcelli Ancheta                               
        Donn Gardner          

            
Also present were Don Grotting, Superintendent/Clerk; Ken Richardson, Deputy Superintendent; Patt 
Komar, Director of Administrative Services; and Gail Hunter, Board Secretary. 
 
The agenda included consideration of the following:    
 

Call to Order / Flag Salute    
 

Special Recognition – Superintendent Grotting introduced 1965 David Douglas High School 
graduate Claxton Welch, who, after playing at University of Oregon, went on to play NFL football and 
played in Super Bowls V and VI.  To celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Super Bowl, the NFL is 
presenting a golden football to every high school in America that produced a player who played in a 
Super Bowl game.  Mr. Welch said he had fond memories of his high school years and thanked his 
teachers, coaches and, in particular, his parents, for setting him on a productive and positive course 
in life.  He will present the ball at the homecoming assembly tomorrow, and again during halftime at 
the homecoming football game.   
 

Student Body President’s Report – ASB President Cameron Knopf reported that the school year is 
off to a great start.  The leadership class took part in Freshman Orientation, which he said was very 
successful.  A successful club fair was held a few weeks ago, and this is Homecoming Week.  
Special spirit days have led up to tomorrow’s football game against Centennial, where the band will 
have its first performance of the year at halftime, and Mr. Welch will make his special presentation 
on behalf of the NFL.  The high school had the honor of a visit by Dr. Jane Goodall today.  She was 
here to meet with Roots & Shoots students attending the Oregon Youth Summit, which the high 
school hosted.  She also addressed high school natural resource students. 

   

Visiting Delegations    
• Bond Oversight Committee / Constructional Manager’s Report – Mike Ewald reported that it was 
nip and tuck getting all of the summer projects wrapped up in time for the start of the school year.  
He introduced Cheryl Pin from Cornerstone Management Group.  Ms. Pin reviewed the work 
accomplished at our school sites this summer.  Work continues on access controls, with 13 of 19 
installations complete.  Projects still to come include some gym floor replacement, decommissioning 
of the old pool, some bleacher replacement, a new roof for South Powellhurst, and the baseball 
concession stand.  Mr. Ewald announced that the next meeting of the Bond Oversight Committee will 
be held at Cherry Park on November 9, 6:30pm.  He said that with the help of Cornerstone’s 
management, the district was able to leverage funds to accomplish a great deal.     
 

• Tom Muller, District Music Coordinator and David Douglas High School Music Teacher, 
announced that the David Douglas High School wind ensemble has been selected to perform at the 
annual All State Music Convention.  They will perform on January 15 at 2pm at the Holt Center for 
the Performing Arts in Eugene.  Colin Currie, a professional percussionist from Scotland who is an  
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artist-in-residence with the Oregon Symphony, recently held a master class for our high school 
percussion students, a great experience for them.  Elementary band students will have the 
opportunity to perform with the Oregon Symphony at Schnitzer Concert Hall.  Mr. Muller thanked the 
board for their continued support, financially and philosophically, for this district’s outstanding music 
program.  He also thanked our Educational Foundation for covering some of the sub costs to allow 
our teachers to participate at the music conference.  He reported that, in addition to all of our 
elementary students, 2,327 students participate in music at the middle and high school levels, nearly 
twice the national average.  He said that many studies show the benefits of music education.  He 
expressed his gratitude for the opportunity to work with these students.   
 

Audience Participation 
• Julie Passantino-Symonds, high school cook, asked the district to consider ways to improve 
access to the free breakfast program, as high school students coming to breakfast without 
identification must pay $2.10.  She suggested finding a way to work together to make that free 
breakfast actually free. 

 

• Amanda Hart, Lincoln Park’s SUN site manager, introduced a group of Nepali families attending 
the board meeting.  Daya Shakya, liaison from Lutheran Community Services NW, assisted in 
translating a letter which was read in Nepali from the families, advocating for a community garden at 
Lincoln Park.   
 

• JoLynn Thompson, Gresham resident, and Candice Roman, David Douglas resident, advocated 
for students who use the David Douglas health clinic to receive access to contraception.  Ms. 
Thompson said she has a high school student and that Rachel at the clinic is a blessing and a 
resource, being someone students can talk with confidentially, but that it causes students anxiety 
and stress not to have access to these services.   
 

• Bridget Cooks, David Douglas resident and certified life coach and mentor, spoke in support of 
student access to contraception at the school-based health clinic.  She said her daughter was 
referred to the Parkrose clinic when she asked about contraception at the DD clinic.  She said STD 
rates are high, so pregnancy and abortion rates must be as well.  She said students who are 
sexually active who take responsibility and ask for services should not be sent elsewhere.   
 

• Megan Feeley, David Douglas High School graduate, said that as a high school student she went 
to the David Douglas health center for contraceptives, and that she found the process cumbersome 
and difficult. She said not offering these services won’t prevent sexual activity, and that making 
students go out of their way to get protection makes it less likely they will use protection.  
 

Superintendent’s Report – Superintendent Grotting reported that the school year is off to a great 
start.  He thanked the board for funding the additional classrooms at Cherry Park, noting that the 
staff worked very hard to be ready for students when construction went down to the wire there.   The 
“Principal for a Day” event sponsored by All Hands Raised was held today.  Business and 
government leaders spent the morning with our administrators.  The superintendent remarked that 
building those relationships brings good things to David Douglas.  Kaiser Permanente will provide 
two free flu shot clinics at Gilbert Park and Floyd Light during parent conferences. Mr. Grotting 
invited board members to tour the building websites as he said they are up to date and looking great.  
He also drew the audience’s attention to the display of calligraphy at the back of the board room.  
The pieces by our high school art students were award winners at this summer’s state fair.  
Tomorrow, Homecoming Week will conclude with an assembly and the game and dance.  
Superintendent Grotting said the Leadership students are doing great things, led by Mr. Wadsworth.    
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Financial Report – Director of Administrative Services Patt Komar presented two summaries:  a 
final report for 2014-15; and a summary of the many construction projects and their sources of 
funding.  The auditor’s report will be presented in December.      
   

Consent Agenda – Ms. Scarcelli Ancheta moved approval of the following consent agenda items, 
seconded by Ms. Christopher.  The motion carried in a vote of 6-0. 

•   Approval of September Board Meeting Minutes 
•   Personnel Recommendations 
•   Approval of 2015-16 Budget Calendar 
•   Purchasing Approval – Structured Communications 

 

Annual Enrollment and Staffing Report – Deputy Superintendent Ken Richardson reported that 
our enrollment is slightly down this fall, by about 1%, primarily at the elementary level.  We have 118 
fewer students overall than this time last year.  He said he has reached out to our neighboring 
districts, and was told that Reynolds and Gresham-Barlow numbers are also down, and Centennial’s 
enrollment is flat.  An upside of our enrollment decline is that elementary class sizes are generally 
lower.  We do have some classrooms with larger numbers than we would like, and are continuing to 
work with those teachers. We are continuing to serve an increasingly diverse population.  Mr. 
Richardson reviewed overall numbers and average class sizes at elementary, middle, and high 
school levels, as well as three and ten year trends.   
 

Mr. Richardson also shared information on staffing.  He said we have great people here, doing great 
things.  This year we welcomed 95 new licensed staff.  Although this was a big hiring year, we 
remain lower than our staffing level in 2009-10.  It remains a challenge to make our staffing reflect 
our student demographics. 112 of the district’s employees graduated from David Douglas High 
School.  There have been reports of a projected shortage of teachers in the future, with fewer 
candidates coming out of college programs.   
 

Annual Academic Report – Derek Edens, Director of Assessment & Technology, presented the 
district’s annual report on student achievement.  The report included a review of student 
demographics, components of the state’s accountability system, the achievement data, and a review 
of initiatives tied to our mission and vision.  Last spring, students in grades 3-8 and 11 took the 
Smarter Balanced Assessment in Math and English Language Arts instead of the OAKS 
assessment.  During this transition, the US Department of Education gave Oregon Department of 
Education approval to temporarily suspend assignment of school and district ratings.  New overall 
ratings will be assigned to next year’s report cards.  2013-14 Report Card ratings were carried over 
to 2014-15.   
 

Where OAKS was all multiple choice, Smarter Balanced better reflects classroom learning, as 
students must write, reason, and think critically.  In reviewing the data, Mr. Edens said our middle 
schools outpaced the state in both English Language Arts and Math.  English Language Learners 
outperformed the state at all levels.  Work remains in addressing the persistent achievement gaps 
that exist between historically underserved students and their peers.  Mr. Edens also shared 
information on student growth calculations and on how we performed as compared with our 
neighboring districts. 
 

In reviewing initiatives tied to mission and vision, Kelly Devlin, Director of ESL & Equity, said the 
district changed its model of language instruction.  Elementary ESL is no longer a pull-out program.  
Teachers are being explicit during the required 30 minute intensive block, but are also being 
comprehensive about language development in all content areas.  Secondary professional  
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development focuses on Constructing Meaning – empowering mainstream core teachers to scaffold 
academic English language to all students, so they can articulate and communicate what they have 
learned in different core content areas.   
 

Ken Richardson introduced Stephanie Myhre, Educator Effectiveness Grant Manager.  He said this 
effort is all about putting a quality, effective educator in front of our students every day, and 
professional practices, engaging kids, engaging staff, and developing teacher leaders.  He said that 
as a teacher leader, Ms. Myhre has helped change the culture in David Douglas.   
 

Ms. Myhre reported that the district is in Year #4 of Educator Effectiveness.  The district was 
awarded a grant for $1.17m in this final year, and it is being used to develop systems that will be 
sustainable when we no longer have funding.  Teachers and administrators are continuing to work 
together on a supportive and collaborative evaluation system. The Cadre of Distinguished Educators 
inducted its first group of 18 members last year, completing a rigorous process.  A group of eight will 
sit on the Superintendent’s Advisory Council.  Other teacher leaders are developing interest-based 
projects.  Applications are being taken for the second inductee group.  The biggest project this year 
is Classroom Assessment for Student Learning.  A new TOSA for assessment has been hired, and 
more than 100 teachers and administrators attended a training this summer, unwrapping the 
standards to understand what they are teaching, and how to transfer that into meaningful learning 
targets for students.  Ms. Myhre said this work is really transforming how we teach and how we 
engage our students. Facilitators are being provided for professional learning teams; each school 
has developed a building leadership team and grant funding is supporting those teams as they 
develop professional learning on site.   
 

Brooke O’Neill said that all initiatives overlap and relate; at the elementary level, we have tightened 
up instructional blocks, which include a 90-minute reading and 60-minute math block plus 30 
minutes of intervention for students who need more than the core.  Teacher leaders were brought in 
to discuss what Tier One instruction really looks like.  We are also revisiting how we identify students 
for special education services.  Angie Ortiz-McNeese is the coordinator of STEAM.  She represents 
the district as an active member of the East Metro STEAM Partnership and a member of the Oregon 
Science Teachers Association, where she keeps up on the latest developments.  Activities are 
happening from pre-K through grade 12.  ODE is offering grants to support this program.  Ms. Larsen 
said we should also be investing in high achievers, which she said is especially important given our 
demographics.  Ms. O’Neill said the high school is adding more AP classes each year, and SUN 
makes after-school opportunities available.  Mr. Richardson said the district is also exploring online 
opportunities both for advanced and remedial students.       

 

Second Reading:  Board Policy Sections A/B and C – There were no recommended changes to 
any of the proposed policy revisions following last month’s first reading.  Mr. Anderson made a 
motion to approve revised Board Policy Sections A/B and C as presented, seconded by Ms. Larsen.  
The policies were approved in a vote of 6-0.  
 
Contract Approvals – Patt Komar reviewed recommended contracts for the board’s approval.  Ms. 
Christopher moved approval of the contracts as presented, seconded by Ms. Larsen. The motion 
carried in a 6-0 vote. 

• Northwest Regional ESD 
• Trillium Family Services 
• Metropolitan Family Services 
• Serendipity 
• Open Meadows 
• IRCO’s RISE Program 
• Heinz Mechanical 
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Other Business / Future Agenda Items – Ms. Christopher reported that 30% of all urban renewal 
dollars in Lents and Gateway URAs are allocated for affordable housing.  Next week, the City 
Council will consider a recommendation to increase that percentage to 50%.  She said some entities 
are taking stands not to have those two URAs absorb more affordable housing.  It was the board’s 
consensus to send a letter to City Council noting how this would impact our capacity to serve 
students.  
 

Board Member Reports – Ms. Larsen said she received a report from her student on Mayor Hales’ 
visit to Floyd Light Middle School during Principal for a Day.  Ms. Christopher attended open house 
at Cherry Park, and a number of meetings regarding housing.  On Tuesday she had the opportunity 
to volunteer in the classroom, which she said she really enjoyed.   Mr. Anderson said he also 
attended Cherry Park’s open house and toured the lovely new addition.  Ms. Scarcelli Ancheta 
reminded the board of tomorrow’s homecoming game and encouraged everybody to get out there to 
support the Scots. Vice Chair Raybold attended the OATAG (Oregon Association of Talented & 
Gifted) conference hosted by Floyd Light Middle School on October 10.  She said many of our staff 
members attended as well.  She also attended Gilbert Park’s PTA meeting, where the group is going 
strong, with more than 20 folks attending.   
   

Adjournment – There being no other business, Vice Chair Raybold declared the meeting adjourned. 

___________           ____________ 
Shannon Raybold, Board Vice Chair             Don Grotting, Superintendent / Clerk             
 

 
/gh 

 
 


