
Meeting of the School Board 
David Douglas School District No. 40 

November 12, 2015 
 
A regular meeting of the David Douglas School Board was held on Thursday, November 12, 2015, at 
7:00pm in the David Douglas School District Board Room, located at 1500 SE 130th Avenue, 
Portland, Oregon 97233. 
 
School Board Members present were: 

Kyle Riggs, Board Chair 
                              Bryce Anderson                  Christine Larsen 

            Frieda Christopher           Shannon Raybold                                        
        Donn Gardner         Cheryl Scarcelli Ancheta 

            
Also present were Don Grotting, Superintendent/Clerk; Ken Richardson, Deputy Superintendent; Patt 
Komar, Director of Administrative Services; and Gail Hunter, Board Secretary. 
 
The agenda included consideration of the following:    
 

Call to Order / Flag Salute    

 
Student Body President’s Report / Recognitions  – ASB President Cameron Knopf reported that 
this year’s Scots Angel has been selected.  Funds will be raised to support a Ventura Park 5th grader 
with a life-threatening illness.  This year, elementary and middle schools will be invited to be part of 
the effort as well.  Night with the Scots will be held on November 24th.  The leadership class is 
considering holding this year’s canned food drive in January to support folks after the holidays.  
Student Council is beginning the Community 101 process, determining recipient nonprofits to share 
$5,000 in grant funds.  The fall musical, “Beauty and the Beast” opens tomorrow.     
 
Visiting Delegations –  

• Bond Oversight Committee / Construction Manager’s Report – Mike Ewald reported that the 
committee met last Monday at Cherry Park.  He said they thoroughly enjoyed hearing from Principal 
Kate Barker about what’s going on in her building.  The biggest district project currently occurring is 
installation of electronic access to the buildings.   
• MESD Accountability Report – MESD Board Vice Chair Stephen Beaudoin introduced 
Superintendent Jim Rose and Public Information Officer Laura Conroy.  Mr. Beaudoin presented an 
overview of what the district’s partnership with MESD has accomplished for David Douglas students.  
The district received $3.9 million in services in 2014-15.  Areas of service included instructional, 
school health services, technology administrative support, direct transit services, and special 
education, which comprises 40% of the total.  Superintendent Grotting said that the MESD has had a 
renewed sense of service and transparency in operations since Jim Rose took over as interim 
superintendent, and said he has done an outstanding job.  The superintendent selection process has 
begun there.  Mr. Beaudoin remarked that the MESD board has four new members since July, and 
that this is an exciting time for their board as they see new areas of opportunity.  He thanked 
Superintendent Grotting for his willingness to serve on their superintendent selection committee.     
 
Audience Input –  
• Dick Kemp, American Legion Post #1 – presented the district with a check for $1,000 for special 
needs students, noting that $200 for Mill Park was donated by American Legion Riders.  He 
expressed the Post’s thanks to Eric Wadsworth and baseball coach Rob Kennewell for their efforts 
to connect students with American Legion programs and scholarship opportunities.  Mr. Kemp noted 
that he is a 40-year David Douglas resident and said that Post 1 is pleased to support the district’s 
efforts.   
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• Alexandra Lowell, Manager of Multnomah County’s school-based health centers – presented 
updated data on teen births, induced termination of pregnancies, and rates of sexually transmitted 
diseases in Multnomah County.    

 
Superintendent’s Report – Superintendent Grotting was pleased to announce that the New 
America Dual Language Learners National Work Group has published an educational policy report 
entitled “A Voice for All:  Oregon’s David Douglas School District Builds a Better PreK-3rd Grade 
System for Dual Language Learners,” to be distributed nationally.  The report reviews the district’s 
inclusion program for elementary English Language Learners as well as our program of preschool 
supports.  Mr. Grotting expressed his thanks to our teachers and instructional assistants, our 
principals, and Kelly Devlin and her team.  Earl Boyles has been selected as one of five sites in the 
country to be studied to determine the benefits of preschool, and how various preschool programs 
are funded.  OSBA will also feature Earl Boyles when they come do a video of the preschool 
program in December.  Multnomah County is considering changing SUN providers.  Mr. Grotting 
said that we are satisfied with our providers and value those relationships. If they adopt changes, 4-5 
of our schools could have a change in providers.  As SUN funding comes from the county, they will 
make the decision.  He congratulated Patt Komar and her team for the successful refinancing of our 
bonds.  An opt-out movement is building around the Smarter Balanced Assessment.  New legislation 
requires districts to send letters to all parents regarding their right to opt their students out of 
standardized testing.  There will be repercussions, as failure to reach the required 95% participation 
rate statewide would result in loss of federal Title funding, a real blow to high poverty districts.  We 
use assessment data to improve instruction.  The superintendent said that the test is just a snapshot 
of skills, and he believes our students can do just as well as any in Oregon.  He read a letter of 
thanks from a DDHS student who is participating in College Possible.  The program assists students 
who would be the first generation in their family to attend college, helping them prepare for, apply to, 
and attend a four year university, and then mentoring them through college graduation.     
 
Financial Report – Director of Administrative Services Patt Komar reviewed this month’s financial 
report.  The district sold $14.6 million in bonds to replace the 2005 issue, resulting in savings to 
taxpayers of just over $1 million.  The new debt was structured to reduce the levy rate in the last 
three years of the bond.  During our refunding, Standard and Poors gave the district an AA- rating.  
They recommended that the district enhance our financial policies in the areas of capital planning, 
debt, and investments as well as multi-year operational projections and fund balance policy.  These 
areas are being addressed in the revision of Section D of board policy currently underway.  The 
annual audit report will be presented at the December board meeting.  A summary of revenues and 
expenditures was reviewed, as was an updated investment report as of September.  Investment 
reports will be provided on a quarterly basis.   
 
Audience Participation (continued) – Ms. Tammy Williams, district resident and parent of three 
children, said she was not sent any notification from the school regarding sex ed for her 14 year old 
daughter.  She said there was discussion of contraception, and as a parent she would have wanted 
the opportunity to opt her student out of those discussions.  She said she heard that a coach was 
terminated for having a student lead a prayer over a football game.  She said she wouldn’t want her 
daughter to suffer consequences for praying.  Mr. Grotting said that there has been no such 
termination in David Douglas. 
   
Consent Agenda – Ms. Christopher moved approval of the following consent agenda items, 
seconded by Ms. Raybold.  The motion carried in a unanimous vote.    

•   Approval of October Board Meeting Minutes 
•   Personnel Recommendations 
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Expansion of Reproductive Health Services at School-Based Health Clinic – Ms. Raybold made 
a motion to expand services at the school-based health clinic to include distribution of condoms, 
seconded by Ms. Larson.  Following discussion, Mr. Anderson made a motion to amend the motion 
by deferring the vote to the next board meeting pending a report from the school-based health center 
on what information they provide, and a report from members of the high school and middle school 
teaching staff, to share what we teach students in our health classes.  Ms. Scarcelli Ancheta 
seconded the new motion.  The motion carried in a vote of 5-2 (in favor:  Anderson, Christopher, 
Gardner, Riggs, Scarcelli Ancheta; opposed:  Larsen, Raybold.)  A review of state curriculum 
requirements will also be provided at the December meeting.   

 
Bond Discussion – Superintendent Grotting suggested that another board workshop be scheduled 
after the holidays, and asked board members to inform him of specific information they would like to 
receive at that time.  The board secretary will poll folks about possible dates.   

 
OSBA Election – Mr. Gardner moved approval of the full slate of OSBA board and Legislative Policy 
Committee candidates as presented, since all were running unopposed.  Ms. Larsen seconded the 
motion, which passed in a unanimous vote.  
 
Contract Approvals – Ms. Komar presented amendments to the contract with Cornerstone 
Management Group for the board’s consideration.  Ms. Larsen made a motion to approve the 
amendments as presented, seconded by Mr. Gardner.  The motion carried in a unanimous vote.   
  
Other Business / Future Agenda Items – Ms. Komar reported that two members of the Budget 
Committee have concluded their terms, Positions 1 and 6.  The superintendent said he will contact 
each of those folks to determine whether they wish to continue.  As a future agenda item, a report to 
the board from Arthur Academy was requested.  Their annual report was distributed tonight, and it 
was noted that their demographics do not reflect the district’s. The superintendent remarked that the 
board will be receiving an updated charter proposal from International Academy in the near future.   
 
Board Member Reports – Ms. Christopher recently represented the board by testifying at the City 
Council meeting.  She said the district’s letter expressing concern about allocation of TIF money to 
urban renewal areas had an impact.  She said the Council reduced the percentage in the Lent URA 
to 33% and Gateway to 7%.  EPAP has been invited to develop a rehabilitation plan for existing 
housing to present to the Bureau of Housing for consideration.  She and the superintendent were 
interviewed by the Portland Tribune because of that testimony to City Council.  
    
Adjournment – There being no other business, Chair Riggs declared the meeting adjourned. 
 

       
___________________________            _______________________________ 
Kyle Riggs, Board Chair             Don Grotting, Superintendent / Clerk             
 

 
/gh 

 
 


