
 
Meeting of the School Board 

David Douglas School District No. 40 
December 10, 2015 

 
A regular meeting of the David Douglas School Board was held on Thursday, December 10, 2015, at 
7:00pm in the David Douglas School District Board Room, located at 1500 SE 130th Avenue, 
Portland, Oregon 97233. 
 
School Board Members present were: 

Kyle Riggs, Board Chair 
                              Bryce Anderson                  Christine Larsen 

            Frieda Christopher           Shannon Raybold                                        
        Donn Gardner         Cheryl Scarcelli Ancheta 

            
Also present were Don Grotting, Superintendent/Clerk; Ken Richardson, Deputy Superintendent; 
Derek Edens, Director of Assessment & Technology; Brooke O’Neill, Director of Curriculum; Candy 
Wallace, Director of Elementary Education; Kelly Devlin, Director of ESL & Equity; Barbara Kienle, 
Director of Student Services; and Gail Hunter, Board Secretary. 
 
The agenda included consideration of the following:    
 

Call to Order / Flag Salute    
 

Student Body President’s Report / Recognitions  – ASB President Cameron Knopf reported that 
the response to the angel fundraiser has been outstanding, with more than $2,000 raised so far.  
They hope to exceed their goal of $10,000.  A winter assembly will be held tomorrow, and the Winter 
Formal is coming up.  The high school band concert is underway tonight.  Deputy Superintendent 
Ken Richardson announced that cabinet members are committing $1,000 to the angel fund, and will 
be challenging other departments to contribute as well.  
 

Visiting Delegations / Audience Input – Mike Ewald, patron, spoke in support of the Multnomah 
County Health Department’s request to expand services at the school-based health clinic, saying if 
their request is passed by the board tonight, he would donate $50 for supplies.   

 

Superintendent’s Report – Superintendent Grotting reported that No Child Left Behind (NCLB) will 
soon be sunsetted and will be replaced by the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA).  The new act 
has some similarities: standardized test will still be administered for grades 3-8 and once in high 
school, but responsibility for those requirements will be turned back to the states.  He will keep the 
board apprised of developments.  David Douglas High School has been awarded a CTE grant of 
approximately $400,000.  Mr. Grotting praised our maintenance and transportation departments for 
their efforts during the rain storms.  He said our bus drivers spent a couple of challenging days 
maneuvering around road closures, keeping kids safe and getting them to and from schools.  There 
were a few roof leaks.  If roof work was done recently, those providers are returning to repair any 
issues.  On December 17, 1:00-3:00pm, board members are invited to meet with the superintendent 
and representatives from Portland Development Commission and the owner of property adjacent to 
the Elks parcel, to discuss possibilities for future uses.  Ken Hutchins has agreed to serve on the 
budget committee for another term.  Ms. Scarcelli Ancheta has reached out to potential candidates 
to replace Sherrie Henson, who is concluding her term.    
   

Consent Agenda – Ms. Larsen moved approval of the following consent agenda items, seconded 
by Mr. Gardner.  The motion carried in a unanimous vote. 

•   Approval of November Board Meeting Minutes 
•   Personnel Recommendations 
•   Appointment of Budget Committee Position 6 – Ken Hutchins   
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Report on Human Sexuality Instruction at Middle and High School Levels – Superintendent 
Grotting thanked staff members for their preparation and for being here tonight.  Brooke O’Neill 
introduced the report by reviewing the state statute regarding human sexuality education, as well as 
the OAR, which describes how state statute will be met.   
 

Rachel Wagner, Floyd Light Middle School Health Teacher, reviewed the middle school human 
sexuality curriculum, which is provided at FLMS as part of a nine week course in Health.  The unit is 
provided in ten lessons from the Healthy Choice curriculum.  She remarked that students have more 
information, earlier, due to the internet, but not always the correct information.   
 

Angela Lundy, David Douglas High School Health Department Chair, said staff members need to 
meet the needs of our student population.  She said an increasing number of children do not come 
from homes teaching values and modeling and supporting responsible behavior, and that in the 
absence of those supports and values, they turn to their peers.  She said there has been an alarming 
increase in unintended pregnancies in our students.  Health is provided as a required full-year 
course for freshmen.   
 

High School Counselor Shawna Myers reiterated that her clientele has changed.  She said students 
share fully with her because they have no one else to talk to.  She shared some stories of students 
coming to the counseling office for help.   
 

Alexandra Lowell, Program Manager of Multnomah County’s School-Based Health Centers, said the 
County’s mission is healthy kids.  She said by offering on-site primary care and making health care 
convenient, we keep kids in school.  She said that a partnership between school and health care is 
the best support for their future success.   
 

Kristin Case, Lead Family Nurse Practitioner at the DDHS school-based health center, described  
sexual health visits, and reviewed the comprehensive assessment that takes place as well as 
information and resources provided.  Ms. Lowell noted that Ms. Case was named one of the top ten 
providers in the Portland area for the past two years, among more than 10,000 health care workers.   
 

Expansion of Reproductive Health Services at School-Based Health Clinic – Ms. Raybold 
moved approval of expansion of reproductive health services at the school-based health center to 
include distribution of condoms when requested, seconded by Ms. Larsen.    
 

Ms. Christopher said that the board conducted the parent survey, that there have been changes in 
our community, and that we need to accept and work within those changes.  Mr. Gardner remarked 
that we can do the wrong things for the right reasons, and this is the circumstance here.  Ms. 
Scarcelli Ancheta said that as a long-term community member, she has also observed our 
community’s changes but she believes we are here to educate; she said the board shouldn’t approve 
this request because the decision isn’t moral.  Mr. Anderson said he is sympathetic to the fact that 
condoms reduce pregnancy and STIs, but said we really do have it backwards regarding the 
educational piece and process.  He said we should do everything we possibly can to educate 
students about the risks of sexual activity at a young age.  Ms. Raybold said our community has 
spoken, the board asked for a survey and got the results.  She said it is very important to give our 
kids an opportunity to get the counseling and support provided at the health center.  Chair Riggs said 
he was very glad to hear that his peers are on board with the education piece, saying the district can 
make a huge difference and can change lives.  He noted that the district has a partner in the school-
based health center who lives and breathes best practices.  He said board members may disagree 
on some of those, but the fact that Multnomah County is willing to separate comprehensive 
reproductive care to allow for this district to tackle this one issue, and to help what is clearly an at- 
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risk population, is historic.  Ms. Larsen remarked that we can’t educate kids who are out of school.  
She said she would prefer offering comprehensive health care, but said she will support this step 
tonight. 
  

The motion carried in a vote of 4-3 (in favor: Christopher, Larsen, Raybold, Riggs; opposed:  
Anderson, Gardner, Scarcelli Ancheta).  Mr. Gardner said there have often been split votes on the 
board, and even though there may be discussion for years, the board has always moved ahead in a 
unified position.  He said the board voted to approve this and will move forward with this 
understanding.    

 

First Reading:  Board Policy Section D – A draft of Section D:  Financial Management was 
presented for the board’s consideration.  Draft DN was pulled for further discussion.  Action on this 
item will be taken at the next meeting. 
 

Resolution in Support of Safe Routes to School Program – Mr. Gardner moved approval of the 
resolution as presented, seconded by Ms. Larsen.  The motion carried in a vote of 7-0.   
  

Contract Approvals – none    
  

Other Business / Future Agenda Items – Chair Riggs requested a future report on the district’s 
sexual education curriculum delivery protocols.   
 

Board Member Reports – Ms. Larsen reported that she attended the district Jazz Night, which 
included really good performances by the high school groups plus the middle school honors jazz 
band. She said that the turnout was great, and that our band directors are very enthusiastic people 
who are fun to watch work with kids.  Ms. Larsen also attended the Floyd Light band/orchestra/choir 
night.  Ms. Christopher reported that she and the superintendent testified before the Portland City 
Council on November 19th.  She said the Council really listened and later contacted Mr. Grotting for a 
follow-up meeting.  Ms. Christopher said the outcome was very positive and the district’s issues are 
on their radar, as the Council expressed concern about our growth here and the impact on our 
schools.  Ms. Christopher also attended Senator Merkley’s recent ‘meet and greet.’  A DDHS student 
spoke at a recent meeting of EPAP’s Civic Engagement committee, and brought up several topics 
the board has been discussing.  Ms. Christopher commented on the smaller list of holiday music 
performances by the schools, noting that those events have historically been a great way to get 
parents into the buildings.  Ms. Scarcelli Ancheta wished the board and administration a Merry 
Christmas.  Ms. Raybold reported that all of the giving tree events are in full swing around the 
district, and that donations are welcome.  Chair Riggs thanked the superintendent’s office and the 
cabinet for postponing additional agenda items tonight to allow time for full discussion, and thanked 
board members for their willingness to share their feelings and positions on the issues proposed to 
them.   
   

Adjournment – There being no other business, Chair Riggs declared the meeting adjourned. 
 

       
___________________________            _______________________________ 
Kyle Riggs, Board Chair             Don Grotting, Superintendent / Clerk             
 

 
/gh 

 


