
Meeting of the School Board 
David Douglas School District No. 40 

March 10, 2016 
 
A regular meeting of the David Douglas School Board was held on Thursday, March 10, 2016, at 
7:00pm in the David Douglas School District Board Room, located at 1500 SE 130th Avenue, 
Portland, Oregon 97233. 
 
School Board Members present were: 

Kyle Riggs, Board Chair 
                              Bryce Anderson                  Christine Larsen 

            Frieda Christopher           Shannon Raybold                                        
        Donn Gardner         Cheryl Scarcelli Ancheta 

            
Also present were Don Grotting, Superintendent/Clerk; Ken Richardson, Deputy Superintendent;  
Patt Komar, Director of Administrative Services; Derek Edens, Director of Assessment & 
Technology; and Gail Hunter, Board Secretary. 
 
The agenda included consideration of the following:    
 

Call to Order / Flag Salute 
 
Music in our Schools Month – District Music Supervisor and Teacher Tom Muller thanked the 
board for their steadfast support of the district’s comprehensive music program, noting the many 
awards performing groups have garnered this spring, and the many music students recognized for 
individual excellence.  He introduced a combined choir of Gilbert Park Elementary, Ron Russell 
Middle School, and David Douglas High School students, who performed a song written by Music 
Teacher Mari Schay on the district’s theme, “Learn; Grow; Thrive.”  Ms. Schay and fellow music 
teachers Christopher Silva and Val Ellett were thanked for bringing the group together to perform. 
 
Student Body President’s Report – ASB Student Council member Zach McKinley reported on high 
school activities.  He was pleased to announce that the Scots Angel fundraiser netted $11,000.  He 
read a letter from Brad Joy, thanking staff and students from all over the district for their support. 
ASB elections are approaching, and campaigns are underway.  Conferences will be held next week. 
Stephanie Vo has been chosen as this year’s Rose Festival princess from David Douglas High 
School.  During the Rose Festival assembly, this year’s prom theme was announced: “Night in Gold.”  
In preparation for the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society fundraiser, Student Council is preparing an 
informational video for students.   

 
Audience Input –  
• Mike Ewald, district patron, reported that the high school’s wrestling team took second place in 
state competition.  The boys basketball team played in the first round of the state tournament.  The 
top scoring DD player scored 34 points.  Charles Jones attends Fir Ridge and is also the top scorer 
in Oregon.  Mr. Ewald shared some ideas for future bond projects.   
• Julie Symonds, district employee, updated the board on steps taken to improve the student ID 
issue at the high school, saying an expanded number of folks can now approve student lunches. She 
said there are still problems at breakfast.  She suggested the possibility of using a tablet so students 
can log in and pull up identification.  She said cooks paid for 53 breakfasts in February. 
• Vincent Alvarez, president of the David Douglas Dads Club, reported that the club currently has 
seven members, only three of whom have current David Douglas students.  He asked for the board’s 
help in recruiting additional participation.  He reported that this small group raises between $10,000 
and $18,000 annually, primarily from three efforts, football game BBQs, Christmas tree recycling, 
and a summer fireworks stand.  Funds are used to support student activities.  The group meets the 
first Wednesday of the month in the high school’s south cafeteria at 7pm.  
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• Jeff Dang and Tommy Jay Larracas, David Douglas High School students, reported on their 
efforts with OPAL’s Youth Environmental Justice Alliance.  High school students from across 
Portland are working on their first collective campaign, to expand the YouthPass program, which 
currently provides a free Tri-Met bus pass for PPS high school students during the school year.  
They would like to see that program expanded to students across Portland. They have shared 
information about the campaign with Mr. Bier and Mr. Grotting, and expressed hope that board 
member will support their efforts.  Superintendent Grotting said he has met with OPAL, and sees this 
as an equity issue.  He said the district currently spends $50-60,000 per year on bus passes for 
students who meet homeless or special needs requirements. Tri-Met and the City are willing to 
subsidize some of those costs but need some funds from David Douglas.  Jennifer Phung, OPAL 
coordinator, said that YouthPass is written out of the City’s budget for this year.  OPAL is working 
with David Douglas and Parkrose to expand this program, and is seeking other potential funding 
partners, which could include Multnomah County.   
• Becky Greer, district classified employee, remarked that this week is Classified Employees Week. 
On behalf of bus garage staff, she thanked Superintendent Grotting for the pizza party.  She said 
that every year, high school Student Council members come out to the buses with treats for drivers, 
and that every school acknowledges their classified folks.  She introduced new Chapter 40 President 
Melissa Reeves, who she said is doing a great job.  
 
Superintendent’s Report – Superintendent Grotting extended his thanks to our classified 
employees in recognition of Classified Week.  He said he was at Gilbert Park today, where their staff 
hired a masseuse to give classified staff massages during their breaks.  He said another group of 
athletes went to state competition.  Our Cheerleaders won the state championship for the second 
year in a row.  Due to resignations and retirements, the district will be doing some hiring this spring, 
and will be participating in the Educator Fair at the Convention Center on April 5.  Cabinet members 
and the business office team are hard at work preparing next year’s proposed budget.  A year from 
now, budgeting will be more difficult as the district faces PERS increases.  He said we are working 
hard to give our students and staff the resources they need to do their jobs.  Smarter Balanced 
testing is underway.  District-wide, fewer than 30 students opted out of testing.  Oregon Department 
of Education is creating four work groups as we shift from No Child Left Behind to the Every Student 
Succeeds Act (ESSA).  Some members of our administrative team have applied to serve.  The 
superintendent has agreed to serve on the external ESSA advisory committee.  Mr. Grotting said he 
has received comments from folks thinking our high school wood shop is closing.  He said that is not 
the case.  We are looking at different models to create a space where students can explore a 
number of skills.  The high school would eventually like to bring back the construction program.  
Superintendent Grotting was pleased to announce that he has nominated two of our administrators 
for Oregon Principal of the Year honors, John Bier and Kate Barker.  Ericka Guynes will be serving 
as president of COSA next year.  Mr. Grotting asked folks to spread the word that we are seeking 
bus drivers.  Due to a severe shortage, we are having to contract out for activity runs.   
 
Recess – The board chair declared a brief recess in order for Patt Komar to conduct a public 
hearing on the proposed supplemental budget.  As there were no questions from the audience, the 
hearing was adjourned, and the board chair reconvened the board meeting. 
 
Resolution Authorizing Amendment No. 2 to the 2015-16 Budget for School District No. 40 –   
Ms. Komar presented this resolution, amending the budget due to debt refunding, appropriating an 
addition to the capital appreciation fund, and some modifications in grant funds.  Ms. Christopher 
moved approval of the resolution as presented, seconded by Ms. Larsen.  The motion carried in a 
unanimous vote.   
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Financial Report – Ms. Komar presented this month’s update, noting that the projected General 
Fund ending fund balance has been reduced due to a decrease in projected ADMw.  A further 
reduction may occur depending on the state’s May adjustment.  Fund activity was reviewed. 
 
Consent Agenda – Ms. Larsen moved approval of the following consent agenda items, seconded 
by Ms. Scarcelli Ancheta.  The motion carried in a unanimous vote. 
 

•   Approval of February Board Meeting Minutes 
•   Personnel Recommendations 
•   Purchasing Approval – Structured Communications 

 
High School CTE Revitalization Grant Report – High School Assistant Principal Linda Vancil 
introduced a report on David Douglas High School’s CTE Revitalization Grant.  Also presenting were 
Sarah Dorn, School to Career and CTE Coordinator; and Greg Keller, MakerSpace Coach.  Ms. 
Vancil said the high school team completed a year-long investigation process before putting this 
grant proposal together, visiting other schools as well as industrial job sites.  The CTE-Steam 
mission statement came out of that work.  Data indicate that Oregon students completing CTE 
coursework have better four year graduation rates.  David Douglas High School performance 
measures support this, as our CTE students consistently perform above state targets and other high 
schools in the East County consortium.  The high school selected Project LAB: Learning Aligned with 
Business as the central focus of the grant.  Three components of Project LAB include revitalization of 
our culinary program, creating a MakerSpace, and developing teacher externships.  The $392,000 
Career Technical Education Grant was awarded to David Douglas High School in January of 2016 
by Oregon Department of Education.  
 

The re-envisioned culinary program will include an additional food science classroom, additional 
courses, and reopening of The Kilt.  Greg Keller has taken on the new role of MakerSpace Coach.  
He said the MakerSpace will be centered around innovation, creativity, project-based learning, and 
design-based thinking.  The goal is to create MakerSpaces at our middle schools, the high school, 
and Fir Ridge and to promote our CTE programs.  The job this year is to go out and learn as much 
as possible about other MakerSpaces.  Physical locations will be determined and equipment 
purchased.  The role of MakerSpace Coach is to foster community, facilitate district-wide 
connections, and to access professional learning opportunities.   
 

Sarah Dorn reported on the Teacher Externship component.  She said most CTE teachers come in 
with prior experience from industry, but it is tough to maintain those connections.  Teachers will be 
paired with business partners, and given sub coverage to spend time in industry and develop 
relevant lesson plans to reflect what they saw.  As the program is developed, the team wants to be 
mindful that classes lead into post-secondary opportunities.  It is hard to make sure teaching remains 
relevant without that connection directly to industry.  The Food Science teacher spent a week at 
Central Oregon Community College, which has an outstanding culinary program.  Business partners 
will attend a CTE Breakfast on Tuesday. 
 

Superintendent Grotting said the high school team wrote an outstanding grant proposal, spending 
countless hours meeting with industry personnel, employment agencies, and visiting job sites.  
Infrastructure is needed for job-embedded learning.  The team is also working to how to intersect 
CTE with core content areas.  In reviewing the data, ODE asked three Oregon high schools to 
present information on how they raised graduation rates.  David Douglas was one of the three 
selected to present their strategies, and gave an excellent presentation.  The superintendent said 
that the state has allocated money to fund CTE specifically, and that he believes those dollars will 
only increase.   
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Second Reading:  Board Policy Section E – As there have been no suggested revisions of this 
section of policy since the first reading, Mr. Gardner moved approval of Section E as presented, 
seconded by Ms. Raybold.  The policy was approved in a vote of 7-0.   

 
First Reading:  Board Policy Sections F, G – Ken Richardson reported that Section F: Facilities 
has no revised language since the last adoption, except some updated OARs.  Section G: Personnel 
reflects language changes proposed by OSBA in response to recent legislation, plus some that more 
accurately reflect our current practice.  This is a first reading.  Action will be taken at the next board 
meeting.   
 

Mr. Grotting said one newly proposed policy is GBJ: Weapons in Schools – Staff.  This is optional 
policy which Vice Chair Raybold and Ms. Christopher are offering for the board’s consideration.  Mr. 
Grotting said a good case can be made for either side of this issue.  Chair Riggs said Policy GBJ will 
be considered separately from the rest of Section G when the board takes action at the next 
meeting.  In the meantime, Mr. Richardson was asked to find out whether our neighboring districts 
have similar policy in place.   
 
Board Vacancy Effective July 1, 2016 – Vice Chair Raybold announced that she will be resigning 
her position on the school board effective June 30, in order to take a teaching job overseas.  She 
said serving on the board has been a privilege and an honor.  Superintendent Grotting said he will 
miss Shannon, as she brought expertise in early childhood and special education, as well as a 
thoughtful perspective, to her work on the board.  The board vacancy will be posted on the district 
website for thirty days, along with the process for appointing the new board member, who will serve 
the one year balance of Ms. Raybold’s unexpired term.  Continued service beyond that point would 
be by election. 
  
Other Business / Future Agenda Items – Chair Riggs reported that the board leadership discussed 
the requests by Mr. Tom Badrick for the district’s support of and possible involvement in two service 
projects near Floyd Light Middle School and Ventura Park Elementary.  Their intent is to take 
direction from the superintendent’s office, the two school principals, and Portland Parks.   Mr. 
Anderson requested a list of grants currently awarded and their purpose.  Ms. Komar will compile 
that information.  She said that a list is included in the auditor’s CAFR report and is also posted on 
the district website under Business Operations/Financials.      
 
Board Member Reports – Ms. Larsen reported that it was International Night at Floyd Light Middle 
School tonight.  The event included music, great food, and activities.  Ms. Christopher reported that 
the Legislature passed some very watered down legislation that won’t have much impact on 
affordable housing.  She said there will be a push to strengthen it in the next session.  Ms. 
Christopher was just appointed to the Citizens Budget Advisory Committee by Mayor Hales.  Ms. 
Scarcelli Ancheta said she enjoyed the All Hands Raised Roast, commenting that David Douglas 
benefits from some of the funds raised there.  Vice Chair Raybold said she also attended, and was 
impressed that around $500,000 was raised in two hours.  Gilbert Park PTA met Tuesday.  They 
recently sponsored a family movie night, and also held a Sees candy fundraiser which was 
successful.  Ms. Raybold represented the district on a Portland Business Alliance leadership panel, 
where she fielded questions from the business community.  pCTE programs came up, as did a 
question on how state funding is impacting programs. She said she was impressed with the quality 
of the questions, which gave her a sense that business folks are tuned in to our needs.  The Alliance 
event also had an early childhood panel, and a panel on higher education.  
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Adjournment – There being no other business, Chair Riggs declared the meeting adjourned. 
 
         

      
___________________________            _______________________________ 
Kyle Riggs, Board Chair             Don Grotting, Superintendent / Clerk             
 

 
/gh 

 
  
 


