
 
Meeting of the School Board 

David Douglas School District No. 40 
April 14, 2016 

 
A regular meeting of the David Douglas School Board was held on Thursday, April 14, 2016, at 
7:00pm in the David Douglas School District Board Room, located at 1500 SE 130th Avenue, 
Portland, Oregon 97233. 
 
School Board Members present were: 

Kyle Riggs, Board Chair 
                              Bryce Anderson                  Shannon Raybold 

            Donn Gardner           Cheryl Scarcelli Ancheta                               
        Christine Larsen          

            
Also present were Don Grotting, Superintendent/Clerk; Ken Richardson, Deputy Superintendent;  
Patt Komar, Director of Administrative Services; Derek Edens, Director of Assessment & 
Technology; Brooke O’Neill, Director of Curriculum; Candy Wallace, Director of Elementary 
Education; Kelly Devlin, Director of ESL & Equity; Barbara Kienle, Director of Student Services; and 
Gail Hunter, Board Secretary. 
 
The agenda included consideration of the following:    
 

Call to Order / Flag Salute 
    

Visiting Delegations –           
• Elizabeth Engberg, Northwest Program Manager, Kaiser Permanente’s Thriving Schools Program, 
presented Student Services Director Barbara Kienle with a Thriving Schools award, one of only 13 
presented nationally.  She noted that health and education are inextricably linked, and that 2,500 
district students and 500 staff members are served by Kaiser Permanente.  She said that Ms. Kienle 
is a champion for health and is doing extraordinary work.  Ms. Kienle thanked Kaiser Permanente for 
the honor, saying she appreciates the support of the board and our great staff.  
• Dr. Debra Derr, President of Mt. Hood Community College, and Al Sigala, MHCC Foundation 
Executive Director, presented information on a general obligation bond that will be on the May ballot.  
They shared information on the college’s bond proposal and the projects it would fund, and played 
an informational video.  Dr. Derr noted that the college will celebrate its 50th anniversary in Fall 2016.   
Superintendent Grotting remarked that Dr. Derr attends all of the county superintendents meetings, 
in order to find out what the college can do for our students.    
 
Audience Participation – 
• Students Ramon DeLuna and Yvette Dumer reported on OPAL’s launch last week of the 
Youthpass campaign.   
• A survey of DDHS students indicated that 49% use Tri-Met, and that there is strong student 
support for expansion of the Youthpass program.  Their group will continue to educate and inform 
decision makers at the city and county levels. Student representatives will attend the county budget 
forum on April 27 to advocate for the program.  Superintendent Grotting said the district currently 
spends about $60,000 for TriMet passes for some of our students, and that he is hoping to leverage 
those funds to get passes for all of our students.  Ms. Kienle said five David Douglas students 
presented testimony at the kick-off event and did an excellent job.  
 
Superintendent’s Report – Superintendent Grotting read a report from ASB President Cameron 
Knopf, who had to work tonight.  The Student Council rolled out their Pennies for Patients campaign, 
and hope to raise more than last year’s $5,000. Proceeds will benefit the Leukemia & Lymphoma 
Society. Prom planning is underway.  Seniors met and are excited about their year-end events.   
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Superintendent Grotting reported that the high school is working with Warner Pacific to provide the 
“Scots to Knights” program, which would provide opportunities for students to gain college level 
credit on Warner’s campus. The program’s goal is to diversify the teaching workforce.  The 
superintendent said this year’s budget will be very tight. Enrollment is down about 150 students, 
primarily at the elementary level.  Our poverty rating has been raised by the state, resulting in a 
reduction of $1 million.  The next biennium, the PERS increase will cost the district an additional  
$4-5 million per year.  The first budget meeting will be held on April 25, 6:30pm in the board room.  
Board members will receive the budget proposal the week prior.  The district has received two 
applications for our vacancy on the board, with some others expressing interest.  The deadline to 
apply is May 2.  Mr. Grotting said there has been some controversy regarding a change in SUN 
providers at David Douglas High School.  He said that students attended a County SUN meeting last 
week, and did a great job presenting their concerns and asking questions, and were able to voice 
their opinions in a very respectful manner.  He said that the County got the message that their 
process needs to be improved in the future.   
 

Financial Report – Director of Administrative Services Patt Komar distributed a quarterly investment 
report and a grant summary. She invited board members to send her any questions they may have. 
 

Consent Agenda – Ms. Larsen moved approval of the following consent agenda items, seconded 
by Vice Chair Raybold.  The motion carried in a unanimous vote.   

•   Approval of March Board Meeting Minutes 
•   Personnel Recommendations 
•   Approval of Board Meeting Calendar for 2016-17 

 

Recess – The board chair declared a brief recess in order for Kelly Devlin to conduct a public 
hearing on the district’s application for Title VII Indian Education Funds. Following the opportunity for 
questions from the audience, the hearing was adjourned.  The board chair reconvened the board 
meeting. 
 
Health Curriculum Selection for Teen Pregnancy Prevention Grant:  Get Real (MS) and 
Reducing the Risk (HS) – Director of Curriculum Brooke O’Neill reported that the district was 
approached last spring by Multnomah County Health Department to partner in a grant request for 
supplemental curriculum materials for teen pregnancy prevention.  After the Health Department met 
with staff to answer questions, Floyd Light Middle School, David Douglas High School and Fir Ridge 
Campus signed on as partners.  The grant was awarded.  Derek Travers, a health educator with 
Multnomah County Health Department who is the liaison for the grant, shared information on the 
curriculum materials.  The grant’s goal is to reduce teen pregnancy rates in Multnomah County.  Mr. 
Travers described basic elements of Get Real, to be taught at the middle school level. He said the 
curriculum links social and emotional learning to responsible decision-making, and is designed to 
foster increased opportunities for conversation with trusted adults. The curriculum covers 32 of 35 
state standards, with school staff already covering the remaining three.  Reducing the Risk is for 
students at the high school level, and focuses on prevention of teen pregnancy and prevention of 
STDs. The materials cover 26 of the 35 state standards, and the school’s existing health curriculum 
covers the others.  The Health Department will provide health teacher training.  High school teachers 
like the structure provided to facilitate student-parent discussion.  As with all of our health curriculum, 
parents have the option to opt their student out.  
 
Vice Chair Raybold moved approval of the supplemental curriculum, seconded by Ms. Larsen.  
There were three votes in favor (Larsen, Raybold, Riggs) and three abstentions (Anderson,  
Gardner, and Scarcelli Ancheta), therefore the motion failed.  Health teachers Rachel Wagner and  
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Angela Landy spoke in favor of the supplemental curriculum, and expressed hope that the board 
would reconsider.  High School Assistant Principal Sharon Webster said that what she sees as 
important is the parent component, which provides really strong supports for conversations at home.  
Following further discussion, Vice Chair Raybold moved that the board take a second vote on the 
proposed curriculum, seconded by Ms. Larsen.  The motion carried in a vote of five in favor 
(Anderson, Larsen, Raybold, Riggs, and Scarcelli Ancheta), with one abstention (Mr. Gardner).  
 
Inter-District Transfer Recommendations for 2016-17 – Deputy Superintendent Ken Richardson 
recommended that the board approve 50 incoming and 50 outgoing inter-district transfer openings 
for the 2016-17 school year.  As in past years, priority will be given to continuing students and their 
siblings.  Vice Chair Raybold so moved, seconded by Mr. Gardner.  The motion carried in a vote of 
6-0.   

 
Second Reading:  Board Policy GBJ – Per last meeting’s discussion, this item was pulled from 
Section G in order to be considered separately.  There was no motion to adopt.  
 
Second Reading:  Board Policy Sections F, G – Mr. Gardner moved approval of Policy Section F 
as presented, and Policy Section G, minus GBJ.  His motion was seconded by Vice Chair Raybold, 
and passed in a vote of 6-0.   

 
First Reading:  Board Policy Section I – Vice Chair Raybold reported that, as with past sections, 
recommended policy changes reflect new legislation or better describe our current practice.  She 
noted that two policy items are being recommended for deletion.  Policy IGAB was adopted a few 
years ago. OSBA suggests that this equity statement does not belong in board policy, and the board 
leadership concurs.  IHB is also recommended for deletion, as class size is not a board governance 
issue.  She also asked board members to note policy IGAI, on human sexuality/sex education, and 
to let her know if anyone has concerns.  It was noted that page ING was missing from the packet.  
The board secretary will send that page out separately.    
  
Other Business / Future Agenda Items –   
• Purchasing Approval – Ms. Komar presented an increase of an existing contract with Serendipity 
Center, to cover additional services. Ms. Larsen moved approval of the contract as presented, 
seconded by Vice Chair Raybold.  The contract was approved in a vote of 6-0. 
• The superintendent shared a letter he and the board chair sent in support of a federal grant for 
Powell Boulevard safety improvements.  
• The board selected May 12, 6pm for an executive session to complete the superintendent’s 
annual evaluation.   
 
Board Member Reports – Mr. Anderson reported that the NSBA Conference was a great 
experience.  Ms. Scarcelli Ancheta said it was an exceptional conference, and thanked the board 
secretary for making arrangements for the board to attend.  Vice Chair Raybold said the conference 
provided some very thought provoking sessions.  Mr. Gardner said he also appreciated the 
information provided at the conference.  Ms. Larsen said she also found conference sessions 
valuable, but said she would prefer that keynote speakers be from educational backgrounds.  Chair 
Riggs said he also thought it was a great conference, and found it very beneficial to hear about 
topics outside his wheelhouse. 
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Adjournment – There being no other business, Chair Riggs declared the meeting adjourned. 
 
         

      
___________________________            _______________________________ 
Kyle Riggs, Board Chair             Don Grotting, Superintendent / Clerk             
 

 
/gh 

 
 


