
 
 

Meeting of the School Board 
David Douglas School District No. 40 

May 12, 2016 
 
A regular meeting of the David Douglas School Board was held on Thursday, May 12, 2016, at 
7:00pm in the David Douglas School District Board Room, located at 1500 SE 130th Avenue, 
Portland, Oregon 97233. 
 
School Board Members present were: 

Kyle Riggs, Board Chair 
                              Bryce Anderson                  Christine Larsen 

            Frieda Christopher           Shannon Raybold                                        
        Donn Gardner                               Cheryl Scarcelli Ancheta 

            
Also present were Don Grotting, Superintendent/Clerk; Patt Komar, Director of Administrative 
Services; Derek Edens, Director of Assessment & Technology; Brooke O’Neill, Director of 
Curriculum; Candy Wallace, Director of Elementary Education; Kelly Devlin, Director of ESL & 
Equity; Barbara Kienle, Director of Student Services; and Gail Hunter, Board Secretary. 
 
The agenda included consideration of the following:    
 
Student Body President’s Report / Recognitions – 2016-17 ASB President-Elect Eliza Fitch 
presented this month’s report on high school activities.  A successful prom was held, and students 
are already planning for next year’s Homecoming.  Staff members were honored during Teacher 
Appreciation Week, and ASB and student council elections have been held.  Seniors are nearing the 
finish line, with their last day coming up on May 27.  
 

Superintendent Grotting recognized Teacher Appreciation Week, which was observed May 4-8.  
Special treats and activities occurred across the district to honor our teachers.  Mr. Grotting said our 
teachers are doing an outstanding job, with 10,400 students as well as 2,500 early childhood 
students being served.   

 
Audience Input – Kim Kindig, district resident and grandparent, expressed concerns about the high 
school graduation venue and the limited number of tickets available to families.   
 
Superintendent’s Report – Superintendent Grotting announced that Floyd Light Middle School 
Teacher Craig Topolski won a national literacy award, and will participate in a model schools 
presentation in Florida.  An official press release will be forthcoming.  Today, two David Douglas 
students, 11th grader Molly Barker, and Floyd Light eighth grader Jared Cetz, presented to a large 
audience at the Oregon Teacher Leadership Summit held at University of Portland, speaking from a 
student’s perspective about what makes an effective teacher.  As No Child Left Behind is replaced 
by the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), Mr. Grotting said there is real optimism among 
superintendents and teachers as they hope to see a move away from a single test.  ESSA gives 
states flexibility in choosing the test models they will use.  Some really critical discussions are taking 
place as several ESSA workgroups are meeting at the state level, and DD administration is well 
represented, as Deputy Superintendent Richardson, Brooke O’Neill, Derek Edens, and 
Superintendent Grotting are all participating.   
 

Superintendent Grotting requested the board’s permission to add one staff inservice day to the 2016-
17 school calendar in order to provide staff training for a number of new initiatives.  As we increased 
instructional minutes to meet Division 22 standards, inservice days were reduced.  Training time was  
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further decreased this fall as bond projects have wrapped up.  The board supported the change, 
which will move the first day for students from September 6 to September 7.  A revised school 
calendar will be presented for formal action at the next board meeting.   
 
Financial Report – Patt Komar reviewed a summary of revenues and expenditures as of April 30, 
2016.  Under the General Fund, the projected ending fund balance for 2015-16 should be close to 
$8.7 million.  The district was notified that the e-rate pass through from MESD will be coming this 
year and is approximately $92,000.  Those dollars will roll forward and become part of the beginning 
balance for the Technology fund.  Under Capital Projects, the final bond projects, two gym floors and 
the Ron Russell exterior seal, are underway.  The district will be meeting with the Bond Oversight 
Committee to receive feedback on additional projects which could be funded from the approximately 
$2 million remaining in bond funds.   
 
Consent Agenda – Ms. Larsen moved approval of the following consent agenda items, seconded 
by Mr. Anderson.  The motion carried in a unanimous vote. 
 

•   Approval of April Board Meeting Minutes  
•   Personnel Recommendations 
•   Resolution to Appoint Budget Officer 
•   Resolution for Facsimile Signatures for US Bank 
•   Resolution Appointing Clerk, Deputy Clerk and Designating Depositories for School Funds for 

Fiscal Year 2016-17 
•   Resolution to Participate in the Local Government Investment Pool with Amounts Up To the Legal 

Limit Allowed by the Oregon State Treasury 
•   Resolution for Interfund Borrowing 
•   Resolution to Adopt the Property and Casualty Coverage for Education (PACE) Declaration of 

Trust and Form of Joinder to Trust Agreement 
•   Resolution to Authorize the Superintendent to be the Authorized Representative to Apply for 

Federal Funds for the 2016-17 School Year   
•   Resolution to Increase Meal Prices for the 2016-17 School Year 
•   Approval of Alternative Education Programs for 2016-17  
 

Change of Board Meeting Date in June – Chair Riggs announced that he had received a request 
to move the June board meeting from June 9 to June 16, due to a conflict.  The board approved the 
request by consensus.   
 
Presentations by Applicants for Board Vacancy Position #6 – Chair Riggs introduced 
presentations by applicants for Board Position #6, which Shannon Raybold has resigned effective 
June 30.  He expressed his appreciation to the four members of the community who expressed 
interest in serving on the board.  Copies of written applications were distributed to board members, 
and applicants were invited to make five minute presentations this evening.  Presentations were 
made in alphabetical order.  Applicants included Paul Eck, Ana del Rocio Valderama, Andrea 
Valderrama, and Tammy Williams.   
 

Following presentations, Chair Riggs announced that the board will nominate and vote on the 
appointment at the June board meeting. The new board member will be sworn in and seated at the 
July 14 meeting.  Candidates were thanked for their commitment to serve the students of this district.   

 
Facility Plan Approval – Patt Komar announced that after a two year process, the final draft of the 
district’s long-term facility plan is ready for adoption by the board.  The adopted plan will be posted  
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on the district website.  Vice Chair Raybold remarked that the plan is well written, well organized, 
and easy to understand.  She made a motion to adopt the David Douglas School District Long-
Range Facility Plan, seconded by Ms. Christopher.  The plan was approved in a unanimous vote.   
 
Ms. Larsen left the meeting due to another obligation. 

 
Second Reading:  Board Policy Section I – There being no changes since the first reading, Vice 
Chair Raybold moved approval of Board Policy Section I, seconded by Mr. Gardner.  The motion 
was approved in a vote of 6-0.  
  
Other Business / Future Agenda Items – Ms. Komar presented purchasing contracts for the 
board’s consideration: 
  Purchase Order Increases for Fiscal Year 2016-17:  Nutrition Services 
  Request to Increase Security Access Bond Budget   
Ms. Christopher made a motion to approve the financial items as presented, seconded by Mr. 
Gardner.  The motion carried in a vote of 6-0.   
 
Board Member Reports – Ms. Christopher reported that she worked with Kelly Devlin and EPAP 
and they were awarded a grant to provide workshops for bilingual students, who will be trained to be 
interpreters.  Completing internships at the high school will provide students a great opportunity to 
add to their resumes.  Ms. Christopher is serving on the City’s budget advisory committee.  She said 
School Resource Officers (SROs) are still in the budget, as of their last discussion.  Superintendent 
Grotting reported that DDHS Principal John Bier is testifying at a budget hearing this evening in 
support of maintaining our SROs.  Ms. Christopher said she attended the Fir Ridge Showcase, 
featuring art, music and poetry by talented students.  She also participated in groundbreaking at the 
new Gateway Discovery Park, which should be finished by the end of next summer, attended the 
Gateway strategic plan meeting open house, and met with Commissioner Saltzman regarding 
housing.  The Educational Foundation awarded nearly $10,000 in spring grants.  They were very 
pleased to welcome new board member Cherie-Anne May.  Ms. Scarcelli Ancheta reported that her 
company sponsored several events during Cinco de Mayo.  She said she had the privilege of 
watching a citizenship ceremony, and attended a luncheon where more than 20 scholarships were 
awarded to graduating high school seniors.  She was proud that four of the winners were from David 
Douglas. She also attended the foundation dinner auction for Mt. Hood Community College, which is 
celebrating its 50th anniversary this year.  Vice Chair Raybold attended Gilbert Park’s PTA meeting, 
where the group reviewed the Oregon Rising survey, and viewed the related video.  Superintendent 
Grotting said that organizations including COSA, OEA, and OSBA are presenting the survey to 
Oregonians to encourage them to consider reimagining education in Oregon.  They hope that 10,000 
people will complete the survey.  Folks can go to Oregon-rising.org to take part.  Mr. Grotting said 
that when their team came to market the project to our administration, our diverse families were 
mentioned.  The survey is currently offered in Spanish, but with help from David Douglas and 
Portland Public Schools, it will be translated into Russian, Vietnamese, and Somali.  Ms. Raybold 
said she had the opportunity to visit the pilot preschool program being offered in Parkrose School 
District.  Working in partnership with a nonprofit, they are providing an inquiry-based approach to 
learning, which looks very different form a typical preschool.  She also took a seminar at Opal 
School, which offers a similar model but appears to be serving only white, middle class children.  
She said the folks from Parkrose are taking this model to their highly diverse population and putting it 
into a public school setting.    
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Adjournment – There being no other business, Chair Riggs declared the meeting adjourned. 
 
         

      
___________________________            _______________________________ 
Kyle Riggs, Board Chair             Don Grotting, Superintendent / Clerk             
 

 
/gh 

 
 
 
 
 


