
 
 

Meeting of the School Board 
David Douglas School District No. 40 

July 14, 2016 
 
A regular meeting of the David Douglas School Board was held on Thursday, July 14, 2016, 
at 7:00pm in the David Douglas School District Board Room, located at 1500 SE 130th 
Avenue, Portland, Oregon 97233. 
 
School Board Members present were: 

 
Kyle Riggs, Board Chair 

                              Bryce Anderson                  Christine Larsen 
            Frieda Christopher           Andrea Valderrama                                      

        Donn Gardner                 Cheryl Scarcelli Ancheta 
            

Also present were Ken Richardson, Deputy Superintendent; Patt Komar, Director of 
Administrative Services; Derek Edens, Director of Assessment & Technology; Brooke 
O’Neill, Director of Curriculum; Candy Wallace, Director of Elementary Education; Kelly 
Devlin, Director of ESL & Equity; Barbara Kienle, Director of Student Services; and Laurie 
Brunelle, Board Secretary. 
 
The agenda included consideration of the following:    
        
Call to Order / Flag Salute 
 
Swearing in of Newly Appointed Board Member – Position 6 - Patt Komar, Deputy 
Clerk, administered the board member Oath of Office to Andrea Valderrama.  Ms. 
Valderrama took her place at the table.   

 
Election of Board Leadership for 2016-17 - Chair Kyle Riggs opened nominations for 
board leadership.  Mr. Gardner nominated Mr. Riggs as Board Chair, seconded by Ms. 
Larsen.  There being no other nominations, Mr.Riggs was elected Board Chair for 2016-17 
in a vote of 7-0. Nominations were opened for Vice Chair.  Ms. Christopher nominated Ms. 
Larsen as Vice Chair.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Gardner.  There being no other 
nominations, Ms. Larsen was elected Vice Chair for 2016-17 in a vote of 7-0. 
 
Visiting Delegations / Audience Input       
• Alec Hughes, Fir Ridge student, spoke about a conversation he had with the 

Principal.  They talked about Alec moving to a new residence and about the subject 
of emancipation.  

• Jim Hughes, district resident and father, said his family has been harassed and 
discriminated against by the Fir Ridge staff.  Mr. Hughes said he is trying to solve the 
issue. 

 
 
   



Financial Report  - Patt Komar presented the general fund budget update recapping the 
current year’s budget.  Ms. Komar said the projected end fund balance is $7.8 million, and 
we are still in the process of closing out purchase orders.  Ms. Komar reported that we just 
finished our Average Daily Membership Report.  She said the June numbers were 10,693, 
which is down from the adopted budget projection of 10,931.  Ms Komar spoke about the 
technology fund, which the district was notified that the e-rate pass through from MESD 
would be coming this year.  Ms. Komar also reported on the Capital Project funds, which 
shows an ending balance of approximately $2 million.  She said we have some projects in 
process, which include; Ron Russell exterior seal, Cherry Park and Mill Park gym floors, 
painting projects, and renovating the CTE Classroom.   
 
Consent Agenda - Ms. Larsen moved approval of the following Consent Agenda items, 
seconded by Mr. Anderson.  The motion carried a vote of 7-0.    

• Approval of May Board Meeting Minutes  
• Personnel Recommendations 

 
Selection of David Douglas School District Superintendent  - Ms. Christopher made a 
motion to hire Mr. Ken Richardson as Superintendent of David Douglas School District 
effective July 1, 2016.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Gardner.  The motion moved 
approval in a unanimous vote. 
 
Ms. Christopher said that Mr. Richardson is a very well qualified candidate and wants the 
district to continue in the right direction.  Mr. Anderson agreed and added that Mr. 
Richardson’s character is his greatest asset.  Ms.Scarcelli Ancheta commented on Mr. 
Richarson’s exceptional leadership and said he has proven to be a true Scotsman inside 
and out.  
 
Mr. Richardson thanked the board members and gave recognition to the previous 
Superintendent, Don Grotting.  He said, Mr. Grotting did a great job in setting the district up 
in the right direction.  He also gave recognition to the amazing leaders in our district who 
believe in our kids.  Mr. Richardson said he would do everything in his power to continue in 
that tradition.  The board members congratulated Mr. Richardson. 
 
Approval of Superintendent’s Contract  - Chair Riggs separated the contract from the 
Superintendent selection to clarify some legal language.  A contract will be presented for 
approval on a later date and will be retroactive on July 1, 2016. 
 
General Liability & Crime Limit - Patt Komar presented our current General Liability and 
Crime Limit, which is set at $750,000 and was renewed on July 1st.  She said this includes 
theft and fraud by employees.  Ms. Komar recommended leaving it at this amount.  Ms. 
Scarcelli Ancheta said she would like to find out what the costs would be if the liability could 
be lowered to $500,000.  Mr. Riggs asked if the board could see comparable levels from 
other districts.  
 
Mr. Riggs made a motion to approve the General Liability & Crime Limit, seconded by Mr. 
Anderson.  The motion was approved in a vote of 6-1 (in favor: Anderson, Christopher, 
Gardner, Larsen, Riggs, Valderrama; opposed: Scarcelli Ancheta). 
 



Second Readings:  Board Policy GCBDD/GDBDD Sick Time - There being no changes 
since the first reading, Mr. Gardner moved approval of Board Policy, GCBDD/GDBDD Sick 
Time, seconded by Ms. Larsen.  The motion was approved in a vote of 7-0. 
 
Second Readings:  Board Policy Sections J and K/L - There being no changes since the 
first reading, Ms. Christopher moved approval of Board Policy, sections J and K/L, seconded 
by Mr. Riggs.  The motion was approved in a vote of 7-0 
 
Other Business / Future Agenda Items - Patt Komar presented one item for the board 
action.  

• Purchasing Approval July 2016 
 
Derek Edens gave a brief report on the purchasing of Chromebooks, which replaces the 
Ipads in Science, Social Studies and World Languages at the high school.  Mr. Edens said  
they are very durable and have a low failure rate.  He announced the cost was $207 each 
and feels this is a very reasonable price.  Mr. Edens is pleased that the vendor will allow his  
Technicians to become certified to do the repair work.  He spoke about our students  
having an opportunity to help with this program.  He said they also have a chance to earn  
credit for their work and graduate with a skill.  Mr. Edens remarked that the program is being  
fine-tuned and will continue throughout the year.   
 
Ms. Christopher moved approval of the Purchasing Approval July 2016, seconded by Ms. 
Larsen.  The motion moved approval in a vote of 7-0. 
 
Future Agenda – Cheryl Scarcelli Ancheta announced she had a conversation with Ted 
Condon from the David Douglas Historical Society. She has invited him to be a guest 
speaker at the August Board Meeting.  Mr. Condon has accepted this invitation.  Ms. 
Scarcelli Ancheta remarked she would also like to invite a speaker who’s in charge of the 
Hansen House located on 122nd Glisan, which shelters 200 homeless people near Menlo 
Park Elementary School . 
 
Andrea Valderrama reported on a Town Hall setting in the Hansen House with Chair 
Kafoury, 3 to 4 news crews, and 200 people packed inside.  Ms. Valderrama announced the 
community members had comments and concerns regarding the shelter being placed in a 
neighborhood of poverty.  She said the community feels like this would impact crime rates, 
property values and businesses.  She also mentioned the shelter could impact the 
development of the Gateway project.  
 
Ken Richardson announced he has made a phone call to Chair Kafoury and asked for a 
conversation or presentation regarding the Hansen House.   
 
Candy Wallace said she spoke with the Principal of Menlo Park, Kellie Burkhardt.  Ms. 
Burkhardt had a chance to speak at the Hansen House meeting and was able to state that 
no one has communicated to the school district regarding the homeless shelter.  Ms. 
Burkhardt let them know that, as a district, we support helping others but we have some 
concerns.  Ms. Burkhardt’s hope is for the shelter to help our district families.  Frieda 
Christopher said, if we want it to be a family shelter, we will have to advocate for it.  



Christine Larsen expressed concern in regards to the occupants who are not being 
screened.   
 
Board Member Reports 
Andrea Valderrama spoke about her experience and preparation of becoming a board 
member.  She said she found it helpful to take some online courses on the OSBA Website.  
Ms. Valderrama exclaimed she is excited to be going to the OSBA conference in Bend this 
weekend and expressed her thanks to everyone for their help. 
 
Frieda Christopher reported she attended a public meeting on Middle Housing that 
discusses duplexes, triplexes and ADU’s.  She said they are changing their zoning code to 
squeeze more housing into single family zones.  Ms. Christopher said they are putting limits 
on the size of houses being built that don’t fit in a neighborhood.  Ms. Christopher spoke 
about the donation that was given to the foundation.  She is working on developing a 
program that will begin in the Fall and says the donation will be used to make kids feel safe 
and stay in school. 
 
Cheryl Scarcelli Ancheta announced to anyone who is employed by David Douglas to find 
time with their family and friends.   
   
Adjournment - There being no other business, Chair Kyle Riggs declared the meeting 
adjourned.  
 
 
 

      
___________________________            _______________________________ 
Kyle Riggs, Board Chair             Ken Richardson, Superintendent / Clerk                       
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