
        
Meeting of the School Board 

David Douglas School District No. 40 
August 11, 2016 

 

A regular meeting of the David Douglas School Board was held on Thursday ,August 11, 2016, at 
7:00pm in the David Douglas School District Board Room, located at 1500 SE 130th Avenue, 
Portland, Oregon 97233. 
 

School Board Members present were: 
Kyle Riggs, Board Chair 

                              Bryce Anderson                  Cheryl Scarcelli Ancheta 
            Frieda Christopher            Andrea Valderrama                                       

        Donn Gardner                                
            

Also present were Ken Richardson, Superintendent/Clerk; Candy Wallace, Assistant Superintendent; 
Patt Komar, Director of Administrative Services; Derek Edens, Director of Assessment & 
Technology; Brooke O’Neill, Director of Curriculum; Education; Kelly Devlin, Director of ESL & 
Equity; Barbara Kienle, Director of Student Services; and Laurie Brunelle, Board Secretary. 
 

The agenda included consideration of the following:    
 

Call to Order / Flag Salute 
 

Visiting Delegations / Audience Input    
   Ted Condon, President of the David Douglas Historical Society and Betty Egner, Society Member, 
gave a presentation on the history of the Society, which began in 1976.  Both Mr. Condon and Ms. 
Egner graduated from David Douglas High School in1958 and are very proud of the rich history and 
preserved artifacts from the district.  Mr. Condon and Ms. Egner were sad to say the Historical 
Society is closing after 40 years, due to the embezzlement of Society funds.  Mr. Condon and his 
three remaining members, which also include Jack Lesher and Dolores Wood, would like to 
transition the remaining assets to the David Douglas School District in the amount of $10,693.  He 
thanked many staff members for their kindness and help throughout the years and said it’s been an 
honor to be the President of the Society.  The board members thanked him for the many years he’s 
invested in the Society. 
•    Harriet Heisey – Resident of the Wilkes neighborhood, reported on the Hansen House, which is a 
homeless shelter located on 122nd Glisan.  Ms. Heisey is very concerned that the location is too 
close to Menlo Park Elementary School.  She said the people using the facility are not being put 
through a criminal background check.  Ms. Heisey also reported on the Spring Water Trail, which 
has been taken over by the homeless.  She said neighbors and schools are being impacted and 
property values are being diminished. 
  

Superintendent’s Report – Superintendent Ken Richardson announced he is honored to be the 
Superintendent of this great district.  He exclaimed, it’s been a smooth transition and his priority is to 
reach out to key communicators and the administration staff to gage where the district is going and 
he would like to continue moving forward.  Superintendent Richardson reported on the exciting 
things that are happening in our school district such as; being the recipient of a $25,000 Wellness 
Grant for the health and wellness of our employees and a $90,000 grant for the Preschool Promise 
at Mill Park.  Mr. Richardson is excited about the programs for our kids and community that we have 
throughout the year, including the summer meal program and the 1st annual “Mom’s Night” for 
football where 35 mothers attended.  Superintendent Richardson praised Dan McCue for his 
amazing job of managing the district website.  He also acknowledged Counselor, Shawna Myers for 
being invited to participate in the “Beating the Odds Summit” at the White House in Washington DC.  
The event focuses on strategies to help more students successfully transition to and complete  
college.  Mr. Richardson reported on business items being taken care of throughout the district.  He  
said testing is being done and taken very seriously around lead and radon.  All issues are being fixed  
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or turned off.  Superintendent Richardson’s main priority is addressing safety issues for our kids.  
He’s engaged in conversation regarding the homeless camp near Floyd Light and the Hansen House 
homeless shelter near Menlo Park.  Superintendent Richardson invited the board members to the 
Administrator Academy next week.  There will be 3 days of activities surrounding the mission and 
vision values of our district.  Mr. Richardson strives for moving forward and continued success. 
     

Financial Report – Patt Komar reported on the budget update and presented a summary of activity 
for each fund.  Ms Komar said the General Fund’s projected ending balance is $9.2 million.  She 
estimated $8.4 million as the beginning fund balance for the 16-17 year.  Ms. Komar gave an update 
on the Technology Fund.  She said the district was notified that the e-rate pass through from MESD 
has arrived, which is $92,000, and will be posted to the 16-17 year.  Ms. Komar reported on the 
capital Project Funds, which has an ending balance of 2.2.million.  She said there are still a couple of 
outstanding purchase orders that need to be confirmed on their last payment and a few projects are 
still in progress.  Ms. Komar reported on the Construction Excise Tax Fund.  We have received 
approximately $187,000 during 2015-16 year.    
   

Consent Agenda – Ms. Christopher moved approval of the following agenda items, seconded by 
Mr. Gardner.  The motion was carried 6-0. 
    Approval of July Board Meeting Minutes  
    Personnel Recommendations  

 

Approval of Assistant Superintendent’s Contract – Andrea Valderrama requested to pull the 
approval of the Assistant Superintendent’s Contract for a discussion of the language and grammar.  
Chair Riggs made a decision to make the adjustments needed.  Mr. Gardner motioned for approval, 
seconded by Mr. Anderson in a vote of 6-0. 
 

Board Packet Discussion – Chair Kyle Riggs opened a discussion with the board members 
regarding how they receive their board packets.  They have the following two options; a home 
delivered packet or an electronic packet.  Mr. Riggs requested the board members email the Board 
Secretary to indicate their choice.  Frieda Christopher asked for the board members to receive 
instructions on receiving the packets electronically.   
          

Board Communication Discussion – Kyle Riggs opened a discussion on board communication.   
He spoke about communication through e-mail and explained that when you receive a blind copy, it 
does not mean the communication is being hidden from anyone.  This only means you cannot hit 
“reply all.”  Mr. Gardner suggested the “Board Member Reports,” section should be in written form 
and could be included in the packet.  Mr. Riggs would like to discuss this option with the Vice Chair, 
Christine Larsen.  Ms. Christopher suggested Chair Riggs should say he is “responding for the 
board,” when he sends out an email reply.  Superintendent Richardson says he is able to meet with 
the board members individually and they can let him know how they want to receive communication. 
 

Approval of Superintendent’s Contract - July 1, 2016 – June 30, 2019 – Ms. Christopher moved 
approval, seconded by Mr. Gardner.  The vote carried a unanimous vote. 
 

Decision on whether to procure contract for substitute staff under ORS 279B.030 to 279B.036 
(determination of cost-effectiveness compared to the District's performance of the work)  
Patt Komar reported that our district previously received services to hire substitutes through MESD. 
Due to service issues, the district went with NWESD for approximately one year.  After the first year, 
the customer service went down hill.  When our district used a private contractor, the service  
improved significantly.  She would like to expand on that service so that the contractor would provide 
payroll services as well as assignment tracking.  The cost analysis demonstrates that the district 
could save about $334,000 over three years by contracting this service.  Superintendent Richardson 
said there would be no change to substitute service and there would still be the ability to create 
preferential substitute lists for teachers.   
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Mr. Gardner moved approval to procure contract for substitute staff, seconded by Ms. Scarcelli 
Ancheta.  The motion carried a vote of 6-0. 
 

First Reading:  Board Policy KI/KJ – Superintendent Richardson presented Board Policy KI/KJ, 
Commercial Advertising/Merchandise Sales.  He announced that this policy was a better version of 
the existing policy.  Chair Riggs suggested the board could pass it in a first reading. The board 
decided to make a couple language changes and bring it back for a second reading at the next 
board meeting.  
     

Other Business / Future Agenda Items    
New Board Member Business Cards with the new District Office address. -  Chair Kyle Riggs 
suggested the board members contact the Board Secretary, if they would like to order business 
cards with the new District Office Address. 

 

Crime Limit for Board review – Patt Komar provided information regarding reducing the crime limit 
coverage from $750,000 to $500,00 per the board’s request.  It was determined that the annual 
premium savings would be $421.  Ms. Komar included a summary of the Districts insurance 
coverage for 2016-2017. 
 

Lead Testing Update – Patt Komar provided a handout regarding lead testing and the maintenance 
being done to fix the issues.  As a safeguard, additional testing is being completed to confirm all 
affected areas are within the EPA levels 

 

Radon Plan - Patt Komar reported that the District is required to develop a plan for testing of Radon.  
The District hired PBS Engineering and Environmental to prepare our plan.  Ms. Komar said the 
District must submit a signed plan by September 1, 2016 to the Oregon Health Authority.  
Maintenance is currently working on a testing schedule and plans to have it completed by October 1, 
2016. 
 

A Resolution Authorizing Updated Construction Excise Tax Limits – Chair Kyle Riggs moved 
approval, seconded by Ms. Christopher.  The motion carried a vote of 6-0. 

 

Chair Riggs supplied information to the board members on a NSBA Conference in Denver Colorado.  
The conference dates are March 25-27th.  Registration begins on October 12, 2016.  Mr. Riggs 
informed the board to contact the Board Secretary if they would like to attend the conference. 
 

Mr. Riggs spoke about the MESD Outdoor School letter for parents.  There are changes to the 
application of policy and standards regarding outdoor school. 

 

Chair Riggs informed the Board of the District’s White Glove Tour, which will be held on August 25, 
2016. 

 

Board Member Reports – Frieda Christopher reported that Kelly Devlin was a guest speaker at the 
East Portland Action Plan Civic Engagement Subcommittee meeting to explain our ESL Program. 

 

Adjournment – There being no other business, Chair Kyle Riggs declared the meeting Adjorned.                                                           
 

      
___________________________            _______________________________ 
Kyle Riggs, Board Chair             Ken Richardson, Superintendent / Clerk 
 
/lb 


