
 
Meeting of the School Board 

David Douglas School District No. 40  
October 20, 2016 

 

A regular meeting of the David Douglas School Board will be held on Thursday, October 20, 2016 at 
7:00pm in the David Douglas School District Board Room, 1500 SE 130, Portland, OR  97233.   
 

School Board Members present were: 
Kyle Riggs, Board Chair 

                              Frieda Christopher                  Cheryl Scarcelli Ancheta 
            Donn Gardner           Andrea Valderrama 
       Christine Larsen                               

            
Also present were Ken Richardson, Superintendent/Clerk; Candy Wallace, Assistant Superintendent; 
Patt Komar, Director of Administrative Services; Derek Edens, Director of Assessment &Technology; 
Kelly Devlin, Director of ESL & Equity; Barbara Kienle, Director of Student Services; and Laurie 
Brunelle, Board Secretary. 
 

The agenda will include consideration of the following:   
 

Call to Order / Flag Salute 
 

Student Body President’s Report / Recognitions - Senior Class President Molly Barker filled in for 
Eliza Fitch to report on high school activities.  She said they recently finished Homecoming Week 
and had the most successful dance in 3 or 4 years.  With the new Activities Director, they have come 
up with new Spirit Week ideas.  The goal this year is to get more kids involved.  Ms. Barker said our 
sports teams are doing very well and districts and playoffs will be starting next week.  Mr. 
Richardson asked Ms. Barker to share some exciting news she just received.  She said she was 
accepted to the University of Oregon and sent more college applications off on Sunday.  
Superintendent Richardson congratulated her on the acceptance and wished her good luck. 
 

Visiting Delegations / Audience Input    
●  Bond Oversight Committee - Mike Ewald gave a bond update.  He said that we have completed 
many projects and there is still 2.1 million left to spend on the bond.  Mr. Ewald said the biggest 
project that still needs to be done is re-piping.  The other projects on the list are replacing the roof at 
Mill Park and exterior repair and window upgrades at Lincoln Park.  Mr. Ewald’s next update to the 
board will be in March.   
●  Becky Greer, district employee, spoke about a friend of hers who plays the bagpipes and is willing 
to coordinate a workshop with the music department to teach the students about the history of 
bagpiping and learning how to play them. 
● Tommy Jay Larracus, Intern for Youth Environmental Justice Alliance, spoke about running a 
campaign to advocate for the YouthPass program around East Portland schools.  YouthPass would 
improve transportation issues for students by allowing them to get to school on time and to 
participate in extra curricular activities.  Mr. Larracus extended an invitation to attend the YouthPass 
stakeholders meeting on Friday, November 18th, from 1:00-3:00 pm at City Hall.    
 

Superintendent’s Report – Superintendent Ken Richardson reported that our District enrollment is 
down 222 students.  We’ve been shifting teachers, collapsing classes and busing students where it’s 
needed.  There will be no reduction at this time.  Mr. Richardson said he had a follow-up meeting 
with Chair Kafoury and shared his concerns around the homeless issues.  He let her know we are 
looking for answers and want to be partners in finding solutions for our community.  Mr. Richardson 
announced, we are exploring diploma options and discussing a “David Douglas District Diploma,” 
which would meet the requirements of the State of Oregon.  Mr. Richardson reported on the Equity 
Team meeting coordinated by Kelly Devlin, with 44 staff members and 13 students discussing the  
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meaning of Equity, for our students, our teachers, our District and our community.  He said it was an 
exciting day and a great start!  He thanked Ms. Devlin for her amazing work.  Mr. Richardson 
informed the board of the upcoming 16th Annual Principal for Almost a Day, which is held on 
Thursday, October 27th.  He gave a follow-up report on the CEP Program.  He said we did not get 
the answer we wanted, but received many responses from state representatives.  Unfortunately, it 
came down to red tape and this technicality is hurting our kids.  We are still in the process of making 
sure our families are covered and kids are not going unfed.  Our next calculation to qualify for the 
program is in April.  Mr. Richardson reported on the district’s school bus issues and concerns around 
the buses being able to get to their next route on time.  He said this is compounded by a driver 
shortage and we are looking at options to resolve this issue.  Mr. Richardson thanked Mike Ewald for 
his commitment and leadership to the Bond Oversight Committee and would like him to continue as 
a member of this committee.  The Superintendent took a short recess to take everyone on a field trip 
to Maker’s Space in the old District Office.   
 

Mr. Richardson made an announcement regarding one of our SRO Officers, Chris Kulp.  He was 
injured in a natural gas explosion in NW Portland.   Mr. Richardson said he is doing well and would 
like everyone to keep him and his family in their thoughts.  

 

Financial Report - Patt Komar gave a budget update.  She said the General Fund ending balance 
for the 2015-16 year is 9.2 million.  The 2016-17 ending fund balance is projected for 9.1 million. 
Early Retirement and Stipends are estimated to have an ending balance of 1.4 million.  Nutrition 
Services had a $640,000 ending fund balance.  The projected ending balance for the Energy Fund is 
$195,000.  We received an Assessment Grant of $25,000 and have applied for 2 Seismic Grants for 
1.5 million each.  The Capital Projects Fund is expected to have an ending balance of 2.1 million.  
Ms. Komar said there are no investments at this time. 
 

Consent Agenda – Mr. Gardner moved approval of the following consent agenda items, seconded 
by Ms. Larsen.  The motion carried a vote of 6-0.   
      Approval of September Board Meeting Minutes 
  Personnel Recommendations 
  Approval of 2016-17 Budget Calendar 
 

Annual Staffing Report – Assistant Superintendent Candy Wallace reported that our total FTE went 
up by 45 staff members.  The average years of experience for our teachers is almost 12, with a 
majority of those having a Masters or Masters Plus Degree.  Our teacher maturity level is between 
the ages of 30 – 50 and our ethnicity is slightly up.  Ms. Wallace said we have 90 new teachers this 
year and a majority of them went to Pre K and Elementary buildings.  Our leave of absences have 
gone down, due to part time employees who were in job share situations being asked to come back 
full time.  Resignations went up due to some of those employees not being ready to come back.  Ms. 
Wallace reported that 114 of the district’s employees graduated from David Douglas High School.  
                
Annual Academic Report - Derek Edens reported on the data from our District Report Card, which 
tells us; who were the students in 15-16, what are the components of our accountability system and 
how are the students achieving.  The enrollment for October 1, 2015 was 10,700 students with 
10.7% eligible for special education, 20% are active ELL students, 46% learned a language other 
than English and over 70 languages are spoken by our students.  One of the main components is 
the Smarter Balance Assessment, which is reading, writing, listening and math.  Students have a 
computer adaptive piece and a performance task that involves an explanation of how they got their 
answers.  The data is sent to principals and teachers before school starts, so they can work on their 
school improvement plans and make adjustments.  When the state rates the report card, 75% is  
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based on growth and 25% is based on achievement.  David Douglas students did very well in the 
East County overall Smarter Balanced results.   
 
Contract Approvals – Patt Komar presented the contract approvals for October 2016.  Mr. Gardner 
moved approval, seconded by Ms. Larsen.  The motion carried in a unanimous vote.   

             
Bond Conversation – Mr. Gardner said the Bond Committee is advising to hold off on the bond until 
2018.  Other districts are going out for their bonds and we don’t want to compete with them.  We 
need to keep an eye on our enrollment and make sure we are not in a downward trend.  Mr. Gardner 
said our buildings are getting older and we need to keep an ongoing discussion on our facility needs. 
The committee decided they should start the conversations now and partner with a company to talk 
about surveys and engaging in the community.   
                   

First Reading:  Board Policy Update - Section IKF – Chair Kyle Riggs presented the revised 
board policy Section IKF – Graduation Requirements.  Ms. Valderrama suggested a wording 
change.  Frieda moved to approve the amended change, seconded by Mr. Gardner.  The motion 
was approved in a vote of 5-1 (in favor: Christopher, Gardner, Larsen, Valderrama, opposed: 
Scarcelli Ancheta).   
 

Other Business / Future Agenda Items – Superintendent Richardson shared the David Douglas 
Historical Society’s “closing memo” to the District from Ted Condon, Society President.  The memo 
is a detailed description of the “state” of the organization as it officially closes.  Mr. Riggs asked 
about our plans for educating students on the Historical Society.  Mr. Richardson said we are 
researching this and will bring it back to the table.  Chair Kyle Riggs reported that Mike Ewald and 
Michael Schuermyer’s terms have expired for the Budget Committee.  Mr. Gardner spoke with  
Mr. Ewald and he said he would be happy to serve another term.  Ms. Larsen will speak with Mr. 
Schuermyer to get his answer.  Mr. Richardson provided a summary on Measure 98, per Ms. 
Christopher’s request.  
 

Board Member Reports – Frieda Christopher reported that she testified last week with the City 
Council on Zoning Codes.   Ms. Christopher asked for notification to our District when multi-family 
projects are being built.  She also testified to have indoor Marijuana grow operations keep their 
conditional use in place.  Ms. Christopher attended Commissioner Novik’s East Portland meeting 
regarding the gas tax.  Kyle Riggs reported that he visited multiple buildings and talked with 
Principals and Counselors about what they are doing to not squash the leadership desires of our 
female students.  Mr. Riggs sat in on one of the leadership classes at Fir Ridge and said it was really 
good.   

 
Adjournment – There being no other business, Chair Riggs declared the meeting adjourned. 
 
 

         
__________________________________           ____________________________________ 
Kyle Riggs, Board Chair              Ken Richardson, Superintendent / Clerk             
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