
 

 

     

 
Meeting of the School Board 

David Douglas School District No. 40  
November 10, 2016 

 

A regular meeting of the David Douglas School Board will be held on Thursday, November 10, 2016 
at 7:00pm in the David Douglas School District Board Room, 1500 SE 130, Portland, OR  97233.   
 

School Board Members present were: 
Christine Larsen, Vice Chair 

                              Bryce Anderson                  Cheryl Scarcelli Ancheta 
            Frieda Christopher                   Andrea Valderrama 
       Donn Gardner                                           

            
Also present were Ken Richardson, Superintendent/Clerk; Candy Wallace, Assistant Superintendent; 
Patt Komar, Director of Administrative Services; Derek Edens, Director of Assessment &Technology; 
Kelly Devlin, Director of ESL & Equity; Barbara Kienle, Director of Student Services; and Laurie 
Brunelle, Board Secretary. 
 

The agenda will include consideration of the following:   
 

Call to Order / Flag Salute 
 

Student Body President’s Report / Recognitions - Tracy Huynh filled in for Student Body 
President, Eliza Fitch.  Ms. Huynh reported that during the past month the Student Council has been 
working on a public service announcement video for addressing issues on school attendance, prom 
and winter formal.  The ASB has been working on revising the Constitution. 

 

Visiting Delegations / Audience Input    
● David Douglas Educational Foundation, Beverly Fischer presented the 2015-16 Annual Report 
which shows the Foundation’s activity of collecting and distributing funds throughout the district.  Ms. 
Fischer said the money for this Foundation is mostly raised through fund raisers and contributions.  
She exclaimed how proud they are of what they have accomplished with all their hardworking 
volunteers.  The Foundation is celebrating their 25th Anniversary with a Dinner/Auction to benefit the 
CTE/STEAM program, on April 22nd at the Airport Sheraton.  Superintendent Richardson thanked 
Ms. Fischer for making a difference in our district and our students. 
● Becki Greer, district employee and OSEA Representative - provided the board with a pamphlet 
listing all the OSEA representatives and where they are located.  Mr. Richardson thanked Ms. Greer 
for embodying the David Douglas spirit, believing in our students and safety.   
            

Superintendent’s Report – Superintendent Ken Richardson recognized Kelly Devlin and Ericka 
Guynes who participated in being co-sponsors with the Oregon Leadership Network for the 2016 Fall 
Leadership Institute on November 4th.  Ms. Devlin was responsible for organizing, planning and 
providing entertainment.  There were 463 professionals in attendance, such as; Teachers, 
Administrators and Superintendents.  Mr. Richardson said it was a very exciting day and thanked 
Ms. Devlin for making the David Douglas School District very proud.  On November 2nd, he attended 
a Portland Parks Bond meeting as a new member of the Portland Bond Oversite Committee.  In this 
meeting, Mayor Charlie Hales thanked David Douglas for our partnership in relation to all the 
different parks that are connected to our schools and our vison and willingness to always work 
together.   
 

Mr. Richardson shared the intentions of the District to continue the Early Childhood Program which is 
already on its 4th year.  Our intent is to apply to put in an RFP for that process, and we’ve reached 
out to the state to let them know we are happy with the partnership and would like to continue.  He  
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shared the Administrator Reports with the board.  These are monthly snapshots of what’s going on in 
the District with one of the key components being family engagements.  
 

Barb Kienle reported on the new Employee Wellness Program - H.A.P.P.Y. (healthy, active, 
passionate, productive, your best you).  The David Douglas Wellness Committee received an OEA 
Choice Trust Grant to implement this program.  Each month there are new activities and challenges 
for employees.  For the month of November employees are doing a walking challenge and 
December will be focused on stress reduction.  There is a monthly newsletter and a Facebook page 
for employees who would like to join.  Mr. Richardson thanked Ms. Kienle and spoke of the 
importance of self-care and modeling that for our students. 
 

Superintendent Richardson spoke about the failure of Measure 97 and what it means to the District. 
The impact is unknown at this time until the Governor proposes a budget.  The state of Oregon is 
projecting a 1.4 Billion shortfall, Governor Brown has estimated a 10 to 12% reduction across state 
funds, but has stated she will prioritize education in her budget.  Our District is facing a 4 million 
dollar increase to payroll because of the PERS increase and our enrollment is down.  There is no 
reduction plan at this point.  The first week of December, Governor Brown is required to have her 
draft budget out and we will have a better idea of where we stand at that time.   
 

Mr. Richardson informed the board that we continue to have struggles and concerns with high needs 
students that have behavior and mental illness type issues.  Specifically in the elementary level.  The 
Cabinet is looking into what options are available to help relieve the stress on teachers, 
administrators, students and families dealing with these issues.  He reminded the board that this is a 
bargaining year and conversations will begin in the month of February.  Mr. Richardson made a 
recognition to Veteran’s Day that will be celebrated on Friday, November 11th, and extended a thank 
you to all the Veterans in our district, community, state and nation for their service.  A video of the 
“Principal for a Day” was shown to the board.  It was a great day where many connections were 
made. 
 

Consent Agenda - Mr. Gardner moved approval of the following consent agenda items, seconded 
by Ms Christopher.  The motion carried in a unanimous vote. 

   Approval of October Board Meeting Minutes 
   Personnel Recommendations 

 

OSBA Election - Mr. Gardner moved approval of the uncontested OSBA Board of Director 
candidates and Resolution 1 – Adopting the 17-18 OSBA Legislative Priorities and Policies.  Ms. 
Scarcelli Ancheta seconded the motion, which passed in a vote of 6-0. 
                   

Diploma Option Discussion - Superintendent Richardson discussed the option of implementing a 
new diploma called the “David Douglas District Diploma.”  Currently, we have two different types of 
diplomas in our District, which are the David Douglas High School Diploma and Fir Ridge Campus 
Diploma.  We continue to receive students from other districts and students from our district who are 
finishing up in an online program.  These students do not attend daily classes at the high school or 
Fir Ridge, but are receiving a Fir Ridge Diploma.  The “David Douglas District Diploma” would be 
another option for students to meet the same 25 credit graduation requirement of our District when 
they finish their program.  
 

Other Business / Future Agenda Items     
● Contract Approvals – Ms. Komar presented a contract approval for Education Based Services and 
an existing contract increase for Top Echelon Contracting LLC.  Ms. Christopher moved approval of 
the contracts as presented, seconded by Mr. Gardner.  The motion carried a vote of 6-0. 
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● Purchasing Approvals – Ms. Komar presented the purchasing approval for Structured 
Communications which was originally approved by the board in March 2016.  A couple items were 
missing on the original proposal and being added, which requires the board to approve the new 
amount.  Ms. Christopher moved approval, seconded by Mr. Gardner.  The motion carried a vote of 
6-0. 
 

Future Agenda Items - Mr. Anderson would like to have a discussion of what the test scores from the 
High School would look like with the Fir Ridge students taken out of the results.  At this time, Fir 
Ridge makes up 2% of our high school test scores.   
 

Board Member Reports - Frieda Christopher gave a reminder of the DDEF’s 25th Anniversary 
Dinner/Auction on April 22nd, which will benefit our high school’s CTE/STEAM program.  Ms. 
Christopher received a request by Metro to serve on the Low Income Fare Taskforce.  TriMet and 
Metro are looking for a way to give lower fares to people on food stamps.  She will be representing 
David Douglas School District on this Taskforce.  Bryce Anderson thanked Mr. Richardson for 
recognizing Veteran’s Day and extended his thanks to all Veterans and hopes that David Douglas 
supports the armed services and allows them on campus.  Andrea Valderrama thanked Veterans for 
their service.  She acknowledged concerns and fears of people regarding what they’ve heard in the 
media.  Ms. Valderrama feels it’s our responsibility to keep our students safe.   
 

Adjournment - There being no other business, Vice Chair Christine Larsen declared the meeting 
adjourned. 

                         
__________________________________           ____________________________________ 
Christine Larsen, Vice Chair              Ken Richardson, Superintendent / Clerk             
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