
                 
 

      
Meeting of the School Board 

David Douglas School District No. 40 
February 9, 2017 

 

A regular meeting of the David Douglas School Board was held on Thursday, February 9, 2017 at 
7:00pm in the David Douglas School District Board Room, located at 1500 SE 130th Avenue, 
Portland, Oregon 97233. 
 

School Board Members present were: 
Kyle Riggs, Board Chair 

                              Bryce Anderson                  Christine Larsen 
            Frieda Christopher           Andrea Valderrama                                      

        Donn Gardner                                
            

Also present were Ken Richardson, Superintendent/Clerk; Candy Wallace, Assistant Superintendent; 
Patt Komar, Director of Administrative Services; Derek Edens, Director of Assessment & 
Technology; Brooke O’Neill, Director of Curriculum; Education; Kelly Devlin, Director of ESL & 
Equity; Barbara Kienle, Director of Student Services; and Laurie Brunelle, Board Secretary. 
 

The agenda will include consideration of the following:                                             
 

Call to Order / Flag Salute 
 

Student Body President’s Report / Recognitions – Eliza Fitch reported that this year’s Winter 
Formal attendance was very good.  She said students enjoyed themselves and they’ve received 
positive feedback.  The Scots Angel fundraiser is sponsoring two boys this year named Adrian and 
Brody.  Multiple donations have been received and raffle tickets are being sold for one dollar each.  
Senior students are working on their Community 101 non-profit project.  They have $5,000 to split up 
between many well-deserved companies.  A springtime dance is being planned as an end of the 
year celebration.  ASB elections are coming up and this year they are going to try online voting. 
  
Visiting Delegations – 
Ericka Guynes and her team presented an update on the Earl Boyles Elementary School’s 
partnership with Children’s Institute called Early Works.  Ms. Guynes began with a thank you to the 
Board for their support and said they would not be where they are today without them.  The goal of 
the Early Works program is designed to help children arrive at Kindergarten ready for success, 
prepared to meet critical benchmarks by third grade, and able to go on to achieve success in school 
and life.  The Early Works Initiative was launched in 2010, and has progressed through the years 
with community and health assessments which highlighted the following areas of need: health, 
housing, adult education, early learning, and family engagement.  In 2012, a preschool program was 
launched and in 2015, a visioning process was conducted to establish the Neighborhood Center’s 
mission, vision and goals.  Their mission is to be a rich and vibrant community center that builds 
partnership, trust and collaboration with families to foster lifelong learning, health and well-being for 
children and adults.  This program has had a positive impact on students and their families with a 
high utilization of activities and resources.  Families report that the school is a welcoming 
environment.  Ms. Guynes said she has an amazing team and partners.  Mr. Riggs commented that 
he was very happy to see what this program has become and they are doing fantastic work.  Mr. 
Richardson thanked Ms. Guynes for her leadership and said it’s amazing when you walk through the 
halls of Earl Boyles.  They are impacting families and lives every day.  
 
 
 



Page 2 
Board Meeting Minutes 
February 9, 2017 
 
The David Douglas Physical Education Department introduced themselves and shared all the 
exciting things taking place in their Department.  Joanne Maki reported they have received $115,000 
in grants in the last 3 years with $100,000 of that from Kaiser.  The grants have allowed them to 
update their facilities, adopt curriculum and bring in professional development specific to PE.  
Ms. Maki said five of our schools have received the “Let’s Move Active Schools” award which 
recognizes schools that are making an effort to get kids active, and we also received the “America’s 
Healthiest Schools” award.  Jordan Ng reported on the following additional upgrades to the 
elementary schools due to grants: updated backboards, sound systems and rock walls.  Mr. Ng 
thanked the Board on behalf of all the elementary teachers and PE teachers for using the bond 
measure to re-do the floors for safety issues.  Staci Heath said there are 10–12 different types of PE 
classes.  These activities help students find success, create self-esteem, learn to be good 
teammates, learn good lifetime skills, and can also help with anxiety and depression.  Studies show 
that students who are active, improve in academics and are better in the classroom.  Ms. Kienle 
remarked that the PE Department is an amazing and dedicated group of people and she is very 
thrilled to work with them.  She said Ms. Maki has single handedly written many grants bringing 
money to our District and Meagan Lutu is coordinating the OEA Choice Trust Grant.  Ms. Kienle 
thanked the PE Department for what they do on a daily basis. 
 

Audience Participation - 
Becki Greer, representing OSEA – Ms. Greer thanked the Board for their service in reference to all 
the obligations and important issues they deal with.  She presented a donation to the David Douglas 
Educational Foundation who is celebrating their 25th Anniversary.  Ms. Greer thanked Mr. 
Richardson, Ms. Wallace and Ms. Komar for attending their driver’s meeting in support of all the hard 
work they did in regards to the snow day issues and providing a very nice breakfast with the help of 
Jodi Taylor.  Mr. Richardson said the breakfast was a thank you to the bus drivers who were caught 
up in the December 14th weather event with the safety of our students in their hands.  They did a 
great job keeping our students safe.  He gave a special shout out and thank you to all the teachers 
and staff who stayed late to make sure our students made it safely home. 
 

Katherine Sherman, district parent – Ms. Sherman came in support of the Sanctuary/Inclusion 
Resolution the Board will be considering in this meeting.  She was impressed by the Earl Boyles 
Neighborhood Center presentation and supports their statement that basic health and stability is 
important, and keeping kids in stable housing is good for all kids and very positive.  She feels her 
son will be supported in our schools and feels safe sending him to school.   

 

Mike Ewald, district patron – Mr. Ewald recognized Kurt Hendricks, a David Douglas Alumni who is 
turning 50 on February 16th.  During halftime at the boy’s basketball game everyone sang Happy 
Birthday and gave Kurt the microphone to say a few words.  Mr. Ewald encouraged everyone to 
support the students in their last four basketball games.  He said everyone is welcome.   
 

Superintendent’s Report - Superintendent Ken Richardson gave thanks to everyone involved in 
recognizing Kurt Hendrick’s 50th Birthday.  Mr. Richardson gave a special shout out to the David 
Douglas Educational Foundation who’s celebrating their 25th Anniversary with a dinner/auction on 
April 22nd.  The entire administrative staff has been invited.  The DDEF’s fund raising and support of 
our District is very well documented and we are thankful the money goes to benefiting our students.  
Mr. Richardson reported that our District was recognized by ODE for our continued growth in the 
graduation rate which reached 77% in 15-16.  The growth in many student groups have contributed 
to the overall growth.  Mr. Bier said he is very proud of closing the achievement gap.  The Hispanic 
students have made a tremendous growth with 78% graduating, which was 50% four or five years  
ago.  Our African American students graduated at 73%, which is up from 70%.  Mr. Bier said the 
goal for 2019 is to exceed the national average by 1%.   
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Mr. Richardson distributed a packet on the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA).  This is just 
information at this point and we don’t know the impact it will have on our District.  He said our District 
enrollment is down 1.1%.  The high school enrollment has remained flat, but the elementary 
enrollment has been going down through the years which we believe has to do with housing.  Mr. 
Richardson reported that the Governor’s budget of 8.015 billion and the Co-Chair’s budget of 7.8 
billion are a cuts budget for our District at an estimated 3 to 4 million dollars for year one of the 
biennium.  He will continue to advocate for help and support. 
 

Mr. Richardson announced we are working on a plan to make up the 10 instructional days we lost 
because of the weather.  He feels the loss of those 10 days has had a negative impact on students 
and families.  The goal is to add back days throughout the school year without adding days to the 
end.  Mr. Richardson said we are looking at turning non-instructional days into instructional days and 
he hopes to have a completed plan by next week.  At this time we are working with our classified and 
certified unions to help develop this plan.  Mr. Richardson informed the Board that the District will be 
applying to continue the Multnomah Early Childhood Education Program.  We want to continue that 
partnership and are excited about the work we are doing.  Mr. Richardson provided information on 
the state requirements for elementary PE minutes.  He feels it would be difficult to meet those 
minutes.  He read some of the communication pages he receives from Administrators who share 
their school’s family engagements, highlights, activities and concerns.  These are snapshots of 
what’s going on in our buildings.  Mr. Richardson shared a letter written to Mr. Bier from a man who 
had fallen off his wheelchair at his home.  He said a young man from the David Douglas Wrestling 
Team stopped by selling raffle tickets and saw his predicament.  The young man called for help from 
his teammates who came and assisted the man back into his wheelchair.  The man was very 
thankful, and not only did he buy a raffle ticket, he also gave a $100 check to the Wrestling Team.   
 

Financial Report – Patt Komar gave the Board an update on the questions that were asked at the 
January meeting.  Ms. Komar explained the process of dealing with stale checks, which at this time 
we have 35 dating back to 2012.  Most of the Business Office transactions are now electronic.  Ms. 
Komar clarified the confusion from the Auditor’s Report on whether they were recommending a 
board policy or procedure.  She gave an update on the SCOTS’ mural located on the DDHS south 
building gym exterior wall.  The estimate includes painting the graphic, painting the wall gray and 
stenciling on the back of the stadium.  Ms. Komar directed the Board to read the information about 
SAIPE in the information packet she provided. 
 

Consent Agenda - Ms. Christopher moved approval of the following consent agenda items, 
seconded by Ms. Larsen.  The motion carried a vote of 6-0. 
● Approval of January Board Meeting Minutes 
● Personnel Recommendations  
● Adoption of MESD Programs and Services for 2017-18   
● Purchasing Approvals            
    
Recess – Chair Kyle Riggs declared a brief recess in order for Patt Komar to conduct a public 
hearing on Construction Management Services.  As there were no questions from the audience, the 
hearing was adjourned, and the board chair reconvened the board meeting. 
 

Approval of Exception to Procurement for Construction Management Services – Patt Komar 
reported that she did two RFP’s for Construction Management Services with no proposals received. 
Ms. Komar said there are projects this summer that need to get into the bidding process.  As an 
alternative to the public procurement process, we are asking to move ahead to direct negotiations.   
Mr. Gardner moved approval of Exception to Procurement for Construction Management Services, 
seconded by Mr. Anderson.  The motion carried a vote of 6-0. 
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Open Enrollment Recommendations for 2017-18 – Candy Wallace informed the board that in 
2011-2012 house bill 3681 allowed districts to participate in Open Enrollment which gives parents 
additional choices for their children to attend a school outside their resident district.  Each year the 
Board must consider whether we’ll participate in Open Enrollment, and if so, the number of slots we’ll 
make available to nonresident students.  Ms. Wallace recommended opening 69 slots at elementary, 
58 at middle school, and 115 at the high school, for a total of 242 slots.  Ms. Larsen moved approval 
of the Open Enrollment recommendations as outlined, seconded by Mr. Anderson.  The 
recommendations were approved in a vote of 6-0.   
 

Approval of School Calendar for 2017-18 – Candy Wallace shared the 2017-18 calendar with the 
Board.  She said it looks very similar to last year’s calendar with the exception of moving a 
Professional Development Day to October and adding four days to the end of June to keep on 
reserve for snow make-up days.  Mr. Gardner moved approval of the 2017-18 School Calendar, 
seconded by Ms. Valderrama.  The motion carried in a vote of 6-0. 
 

First Reading:  Board Policy Update - GBA –Mr. Riggs presented Board Policy GBA with updated 
verbiage.  Ms. Larsen moved to vote on this policy on the first reading, seconded by Ms. 
Christopher.  The vote was unanimous.  Mr. Gardner moved approval of Policy GBA, seconded by 
Ms. Larsen.  The motion carried a vote of 6-0. 
 

Inclement Weather Waiver - Mr. Richardson said the Oregon Department of Education sets 
Division 22 Standards that identify the number of minutes of instruction the District needs to meet 
each year.  Due to the inclement weather, ODE is allowing school districts to request permission to 
include in its requirement up to 14 hours for missed instructional time due to emergency school 
closures or adverse weather conditions and facilities failure.  To apply for this waiver, Mr. Richardson 
will need to write a request letter to ODE including the reason for the request and stating that he has 
the District School Board’s approval.  Mr. Richardson said we are still in the process of adding back 
days.  Our elementary and middle schools are meeting Division 22 Standards and our high school is 
within one to two hours of meeting.  The waiver is good to have in case we have more adverse 
weather conditions before the school year ends or we fall short for any reason.  He stated that even 
if we meet Division 22 Standards, we may still add back instructional days to make up for the ones 
that were lost.  Mr. Gardner moved approval of the Inclement Weather Waiver, seconded by Ms. 
Christopher.  The motion carried a vote of 6-0. 
 

Discussion (First Reading) of a Sanctuary/Inclusive Draft Resolution for the District. 
Ms. Valderrama presented a Sanctuary/Inclusive draft Resolution for the David Douglas School 
District.  She said she drafted this Resolution after having many conversations with community 
members and hearing their concerns about immigration and refugee issues.  The Resolution is a 
discussion item and a first reading for the Board.  The Board members voiced their opinions, 
suggestions and concerns which allowed Ms. Valerrama to make edits and note any changes 
needed.  She hopes to have a finalized version with input from the Board to present at the next 
meeting.   
 

Chair Kyle Riggs allowed the audience members a chance to make a comment on the draft 
Resolution. 
 

Audience Participation - 
Sophia Kinhnarath, SUN School Extended Day Coordinator – Ms. Kinhnarath reported that she 
works at David Douglas High School and is involved in the after school programming.  She has 
noticed an attendance decrease in the parenting and student programs and thinks this is due to fear 
regarding the immigration issues.  Ms. Kinhnarath feels the Resolution will give families peace of 
mind.   
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District resident – A David Douglas resident reported she is a previous undocumented student who 
is now a citizen of the United States.  She feels our job here is to ensure children have a fair shot at 
education where families feel they are part of the District.  She urges the Board to consider a 
Resolution because it sends a message of comfort to the parents in knowing there is a process in 
place.   
 

Mariana, community member – Mariana shared her story of being an undocumented immigrant not 
an illegal immigrant, which she says there is a difference.  The documentation process was very 
lengthy and discriminatory.  Her child suffered mentally due to the fact that she was in the 
deportation and immigration process.  She was at work when immigration came for her and that 
impacted the community as well.  She now works assisting Spanish speaking families at the Portland 
Public School District.  Mariana feels the only difference between us is skin color and language but 
we all deserve the same. 
 

Stephanie Stephens, district parent - Ms. Stephens shared a story about her sister who is Mexican 
American and joined Ms. Stephens’ family when she was 13 years old.  Her sister’s mom was an 
undocumented immigrant.  When her sister was in the 2nd grade, she was pulled out of her class by 
ICE and witnessed her mom being placed in handcuffs in front of everyone.  The mom was deported 
along with her sister because there was no one to take care of her.   These incidents have an impact 
on children and US Citizens.  Ms. Stephens advocates for a policy that is stronger then a Resolution. 
 

Heather Franklin, district parent – Ms. Franklin shared that she has two students who are immigrants 
and they are both scared of being deported.  She feels the rhetoric around illegal immigrants is 
harmful and hurtful to children.   Ms. Franklin hopes the Board has empathy for people from different 
backgrounds and suggests they put together a policy that has teeth for the community, students and 
staff.  
 

Katherine Sherman, district parent – Ms. Sherman feels disturbed by the discussion of the 
Resolution.  She reminded the Board of the Earl Boyles presentation regarding health being the 
foundation of whether or not our kids will succeed.  This includes mental health of both children and 
family members.  Ms. Sherman would like a Resolution that is clear and lays it all out in one place to 
clarify the Policy and say that our kids are protected.  The Resolution would do more for the 
psychological state of parents, teachers and the community. 
 

Ms. Christopher feels the draft Resolution needs to be reworked to make sure we are following our 
policies and the law.  Ms. Larsen would like to see training for staff members on what steps to take 
when a visitor comes or if a child’s parent is unavailable to them.  Mr. Anderson commented on the 
importance of a Resolution and would like more time to look at it.  Ms. Valderrama said she 
appreciated everyone who made comments and shared their stories.  She is happy to work on 
improving the Resolution.  Chair Riggs thanked Ms. Valderrama for all the work she did.  He shared 
with the audience that this was a first reading for the Board and this is how they work as a group.  
Mr. Riggs said the members are a diverse group who have many years of Board and world 
experience, and when issues are brought forward they work them out together to do what’s best for 
children. 
 
Other Business / Future Agenda Items    
 Lead Update and Healthy Schools Plan Update – Patt Komar informed the board that the Healthy 
School Plan and the Radon Testing Plan is on the website.  She said the radon testing was 
scheduled to begin in the fall but may begin in the spring.  The District completed additional testing 
of lead in water fixtures in the District’s facilities during September–December.  The results are 
posted on the website with maps of fixtures as well as results by each building.  
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Board Member Reports – Ms. Christopher reminded everyone to mark their calendar for the 
April 22nd DDEF’s 25th Anniversary dinner/auction at the Airport Sheraton at 6:00pm.  Ms. 
Christopher was pleased to say there are two full tables reserved for this event and she will be doing 
some crowd funding two weeks before and two weeks after the auction.  Ms. Christopher attended a 
Town Hall meeting where she spoke about funding and revenue generation, and a meeting with Mr. 
Richardson and our Legislatures.  She said that next Monday EPAP is having a meeting with 
Legislators regarding housing issues.  Mr. Anderson said he enjoyed visiting Arthur Academy 
Charter School and said there are some good things going on over there.   
 

Adjournment - There being no other business, Chair Riggs declared the meeting adjourned.    
 
  
 

                                                           
__________________________            _______________________________ 
Kyle Riggs, Board Chair             Ken Richardson, Superintendent/Clerk  
.                                                                                                                  
 
 


