
Early Entry to Kindergarten Guidelines 
 
 
David Douglas School District will adhere to the state policy of admitting five-year-olds 
to kindergarten that meet enrollment age criteria. 
 
Kindergarten: 
In very rare instances, a student who turns five during the month of September may be 
considered for early entrance into Kindergarten.  The early entry screening process 
involves the administration of a test of mental ability.  (It is not the same as a 
kindergarten readiness test.)  Tested areas include: verbal, non-verbal, and quantitative 
batteries. Students must score at or above the 85th percentile to be considered for early 
entrance. If the child is accepted into kindergarten there will be a conference in October 
to review the child’s progress. 
 
The Talented and Gifted Coordinator must receive the testing fee ($175) and application 
for early kindergarten entrance on or before the first Monday in August.   To request an 
application contact Wendy Reed, in Student Services at 503-252-2900. 
 
First Grade: 
A student will be admitted to first grade as a five year old if: 

1. The parent submits documentation that the child attended a State accredited 
kindergarten program whose curriculum matches David Douglas’s scope and 
sequence.  
 
2. The parent submits a written reference letter from the child’s kindergarten 
teacher commenting on the student’s academic, social, emotional, and physical 
attributes and accompanying assessment data. 

 
If the student has not attended an accredited institution, then the child will begin in a 
kindergarten classroom and may be tested for advancement during the first few weeks of 
school.  If the child scores at the 97th percentile on a test of mental ability, and the 
teacher observes advanced maturity, then the child will be considered for first grade.  If 
the child is accepted into first grade there will be a conference in October to review the 
child’s progress.  
 
Parents requesting early entry into first grade must first contact the building principal at 
their neighborhood school.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Guidelines For Early Entry   
Updated 5.11.2018 



David Douglas School District 
Application for Early Entry to Kindergarten Testing 

 
Please fill out the following information and return it with your payment of $175 by the 
first Monday in August,  for early entry into Kindergarten testing in the David Douglas 
School District. 
 
Testing Dates: Wednesday AND Thursday, 3rd full week in August. 
   (must attend both days) 
Testing Time:  9:30-10:30 
 
Testing Location: Cherry Park School (1930 SE 104 Ave.) 
 
Testing Fee:  $175.00 (check made out to David Douglas School District) 

Fee is due to the David Douglas District Office by August 1,2016.  
Payment must be received before child is tested. 
 

 
Student Name:  ________________________________________________ 
   Last     First    Middle 
 
Birthdate:______________________________________ 
(Must be 5 years old by September 30 to be eligible to test) 
 
Parent(s) Name: ________________________________________________ 
   Last     First    
 
Address: ______________________________________________________ 
   Street   City  State  Zip Code 
 
Phone (Home): __________________________________ 
 
Phone (Work):___________________________________ 
 
Email: ________________________________________ 
 
Please send application to: TAG Program 
     c/o Wendy Reed 
     Student Services Dept. 
     1300 NE Halsey St. 
     Portland, OR  97220 
 
If you have questions please call Lani Dalzell at (503) 261-8458 or Wendy Reed at (503) 
252-2900. 



Early Entry to Kindergarten Parent Questionnaire 
Please respond to these questions and return with application. 

 

1. Tell us why you are interested in Early Entry into kindergarten for your child. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. What indicators do you have that tell you that your child is ready to enter kindergarten a year before his/her 
age-mates?  Consider there will be students who are from a few days older to more than 1 year older than your 
child. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Tell us what kind of preschool experience your child has had, e.g., how many days/week did s/he attend, how 
long each day, for how many years?   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Have you researched and considered the long-term implications of your child starting school earlier than 
his/her same-age peers?  Consider academic and social confidence, friendships, s/he may go through the 
physical changes of puberty later than his grade-mates, s/he will still have her/his drivers’ permit when 
his/her grade-mates will be getting their license, s/he may develop gross-motor skills later than his/her grade-
mates, which could have implications for high school athletics. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Have you read the criteria David Douglas Public Schools has established for early entry into kindergarten (in 
this packet)? 
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