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TAG Tidbits 
A Newsletter for Parents of Talented and Gifted Students 

OATAG: Oregon Association of 
Talented and Gifted 

Oregon Association for Talented and Gifted (OATAG) “is a grass-roots, 
volunteer-driven organization” that advocates for the needs of talented and 
gifted children, serves as a resource for families, educators, and 
communities, and provides direction for excellence in education.  “We are 
the people who are in the trenches, day-in and day-out, working with 
individuals who have different learning needs from others in their 
classroom. If you would like to join us please become a member.”  
 
OATAG will award one outstanding Oregon student the OATAG Young 
Scholar Award. The OATAG Young Scholar Award is designed to 
recognize excellence in young students. The award, which includes a 
certificate and a maximum $500 scholarship to a summer program, is 
awarded each school year.  Potential award recipients are students in grades 
4 through 8 who have achieved excellence in one of the following areas of 
endeavor: leadership, visual/performing arts, or academic achievement. A 
teacher, parent, or civic/religious leader may nominate a student. 
 

• Only one Young Scholar Award recipient will be selected, each 
year.   

• Applicants must be enrolled in either grade 4, 5, 6, 7 or 8 during 
the current school year. 

• Applicants may demonstrate excellence in one or more of the 
following areas: visual or performing arts, academic achievement, 
or leadership. 

 
Award Winners will receive: 

• Certificate and up to a $500.00 scholarship for a summer program 
• OATAG membership for the parent/guardian 
• Complimentary admission to annual conference for the winner and 

their parents/guardian 
 
The deadline for applications is February 28, 2019.  
For more information about the award and the application process see: 
www.OATAG.org Young Scholar Award. 
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Gifted 101 
Parents often hear the phrase 
gifted and talented and wonder 
what that means for their 
children at home and at school. 
The first federal definition was 
established in 1972.  Most state-
level definitions, including 
Oregon, say that gifted and 
talented children have 
significantly advanced abilities 
compared with their age mates, 
can be gifted and talented in any 
domain, and some children have 
the potential to perform at 
remarkably high levels but might 
not yet be demonstrating it.  
 
To read more about the 
characteristics of gifted children 
and how to support your gifted 
child at home, check out the 
Parent TIP Sheets from 
NAGC.org  
http://nagc.org/resources-
publications/resources-parents/parent-tip-
sheets 
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Curiosity Corner 

TEDEd                
“TED-Ed Animations are our signature content: short, award-
winning animated videos about ideas that spark the curiosity of 

learners everywhere. Every TED-Ed Animation represents a creative 
collaboration between experts—TED Speakers and TED Fellows, 
educators, designers, animators, screenwriters, directors, science 
writers, historians, journalists and editors. These original animated 
videos, paired with questions and resources, make up what we refer to 
as TED-Ed Lessons.”            https://Ed.Ted.com   

The Kid Should See This 
Billed as Smart videos for curious minds of all ages, TKSST is filled 
with videos from a variety of topics to spark curiosity.  I dare you 

to not want to learn more!            https://thekidshouldseethis.com/ 

Multnomah County Library 
Besides checking out books to enjoy, Multnomah County Library offers free e-
books & audiobooks (Libby), streaming media (movies, music, comics & TV) 
(Hoopla), documentaries, classic & independent films (Kanopy), language 
learning (Mango), and tutoring (tutor.com To Go). Download wherever you 
get your apps. 

Try This at Home:  

MENSA for Kids: Year of Living Poetically 
Challenge your child to step into the unknown and memorize a noteworthy 
poem. Included you will find: the poem, an author background, an analysis 
(or multiple possible meanings to consider), and tips/visual aids to help with 
recall.  
https://www.mensaforkids.org/read/a-year-of-living-poetically/ 
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Book Recommendations for students & parents:  

Surviving the Applewhites                     Fiction Grade 4-8 
The side-splittingly funny Newbery Honor Book about Jake Semple, a 
notoriously rebellious boy who is sent to the only place that will take him 
now—a homeschooling program run by one family—the creative, kooky, loud, 
and loving Applewhites!  The only one who doesn't fit the Applewhite mold is 
E.D.—a smart, sensible girl who immediately clashes with the unruly Jake.  

Thinkertoys: A Handbook of Creative  
Thinking Techniques                               Parents & Children 
Unlock your creativity and open your mind in challenging new ways. This 
book can be used to help you think like/teach your children to be innovators. 
Puzzles, probing questions, problem solving techniques, and more make this 
an interesting and unique find. 

Curiosity is powerful!  It grabs hold and doesn’t let go.  It 

improves learning, enhances memory, and causes dopamine to be 

released in our brains. 


