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David Douglas community, welcome to the 2021-22 school year! 

We have been eagerly preparing for and looking forward to our return to

full time, in-person instruction for all students, and we are excited that it is

finally here. We can’t wait to see your students back in our hallways and

classrooms.

This excitement at coming back to school is naturally going to come with

a dose of anxiety for students, families and staff. We have prepared this

Return to School Guidance so that you will better know what to expect,

in hopes of reducing some of that anxiety and making more room for the

joy of teaching, learning and relationship building.

As we open this unique school year, a huge focus for us will be on simply

caring for our community, taking time to take care of each other.

We know the ongoing pandemic continues to cast a shadow over our

daily lives and cause fear and anxiety for many. We want you to know

that we see you, we hear you and we are here for you.

We hope you find this guide useful and informative and that it at least

gives you a better idea of what this school year will look like. Our priority is

the physical and mental health and wellness of our students, staff and

families. We are following the Ready Schools Safe Learners Guidance

provided by the Oregon Department of Education to implement our

safety standards.

Again, welcome to this new school year, and thank you for putting your

trust in David Douglas to provide your children with a safe, engaging and

equitable learning environment, as well as the support they need to

Learn, Grow and Thrive.

Ken Richardson

Superintendent

Sept. 2nd, 2021
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No single safety precaution will fully prevent the spread of the 

COVID-19 virus. But combining and following all available safety precautions

can create a safe environment for our students, staff, volunteers and families.

Below are the multiple layers of safety you’ll find in David Douglas schools. As

with everything since the beginning of this pandemic, things will change, and

we will adapt together as a community as they do.

COVID-19 Safety Precautions 

A layered approach

Symptomatic Testing
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What Will A Typical 

School Day Look Like?
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Please begin your student’s day by screening them for any potential

symptoms. Below is your daily screening checklist. Please do not send your

child to school if they have any of these symptoms. Contact your school and

your primary health provider.

Fever CoughShortness of

Breath

Loss of

Taste or

Smell

Vomiting
Sore

or Rash

Fever (temperature

of 100.4F or higher)

or chills.

A new cough that has

not been diagnosed or

cleared by a

healthcare provider.

Unexplained

shortness of breath

or difficulty

breathing.

New loss of taste or

smell.

Vomiting or

Diarrhea.

Undiagnosed 

rash or sores.

03
At Home
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School Day Look Like?
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Breakfast and Lunch

For students who ride the bus, masks are required at

all times. To promote air flow, all bus windows will be

cracked open at least one inch. Social distancing will

be encouraged when possible. And buses will be

routinely cleaned.

Your student’s classes will look very similar to before the

pandemic, except everyone will be wearing masks and

keeping socially distanced. Some students who are in

quarantine may be joining the class online. If a teacher is

quarantining, your student may have a substitute teacher.

Recess

Students will have recess and access to play equipment. 

During certain outdoor activities, masks may be required.

At School

On The Bus

This school year, all meals will be free to all students in the David Douglas School

District. Meals may look more different than any other part of the school day 

this year. 

At our elementary schools, students will eat their breakfast in class on Monday,

then take a breakfast meal home with them after school on other days to be

eaten at home the following morning. For lunch, additional meal sections may

be added and additional space may be used, including outdoors when

possible. At middle and high schools, additional spaces may be utilized for

meals, including covered outdoor areas when possible.

DDSD



By far the most powerful and effective weapon against COVID-19 is to get the

vaccine. It has proven effective at preventing infections and extremely

effective at preventing serious illness, hospitalization and death.

Following a state mandate, all David Douglas school staff, outside agency

support and volunteers are required to be vaccinated against COVID-19 by

October 18. Some exceptions may be made for medical or religious reasons,

but the overwhelming majority of all adults in our schools will be vaccinated.

We urge all David Douglas families and eligible students to get vaccinated.

We will continue to provide information about and opportunities for

vaccination clinics to our community. We anticipate that children under age

12 will be approved for vaccines before the end of this calendar year, and 

we urge our families to get their younger children vaccinated as soon as that

happens.
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COVID-19 Vaccinations

Minimum 3-Feet Physical Distancing

Three feet of physical distance for

students and staff will be maintained to

the extent possible. We will be able to

maintain 3 feet of distance in most every

classroom and other spaces in our

schools. This may be more difficult during

meals in our cafeterias, but we will be

using other means to mitigate the risk.

Depending on the school, the level and

the weather, this will include some meals

in classrooms, or meals taken home, or

meals served outside.
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Masks

Good face coverings, worn properly, are a great tool for helping to

reduce the spread of COVID-19. 

All adults and students are required to wear masks at all times while

indoors or on a bus regardless of their vaccination status. 

The only exceptions are while eating or drinking or, in some cases,

playing a wind instrument.

Masks may also be required outdoors during certain activities or

gatherings when multiple people are crowded together. We continue to

develop more specific guidelines around outdoor masking. Masks should

be made of tightly-woven cloth material, preferably in multiple layers, 

fit snuggly, and must be worn properly. 

A properly worn mask will completely cover both the nose and mouth.
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Air Filtering and Ventilation

Effective air ventilation and filtering can scrub microbes, allergens and

viruses from indoor air. All David Douglas School District building HVAC

systems have been retrofitted with MERV-13 standard filters that can

capture microscopic particles from the air.

In addition, every classroom and other rooms where students may be

contain a portable, HEPA-filtered air purifier capable of cleaning 1,250

square feet of air every 15 minutes. 

Isolation Rooms and Quarantining

You should be screening your child each morning before school for any

symptoms of COVID-19. If your child is showing symptoms, please keep

them home, contact your school and call your primary care provider.

Any student or staff member who shows signs of COVID-19 at school will

be isolated from other people until they are able to safely go home.

The David Douglas School District will follow the notification and

quarantine guidance of local health officials when a positive case or

potential exposure is identified in one of our buildings. If a case is

identified at your school, we will follow proper contact tracing

procedures. Any staff or families directly affected will be notified.
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Cleaning, Disinfecting,

Handwashing

Our schools will feature hand-sanitizing

stations; our amazing custodians will be

disinfecting daily; our buses will be cleansed

after every morning and afternoon route; our

schools will be well-stocked with disinfectant

wipes; our students will be taught and

encouraged to frequently and thoroughly

wash their hands. In short, cleanliness and

sanitation will be prioritized at all times.

Symptomatic Testing

Any staff or student who shows signs of illness will be tested using the

Binax-Now COVID Antigen Test. Schools are required to have at least two

onsite testing coordinators to assist with the self-administered COVID-19

test that is required for symptomatic students and staff. This self

administered test is offered to staff and/or students (with parent written

consent) who are exhibiting symptoms while at school.
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Care, Comfort and 

Mental Health Supports

The past 18 months have been difficult for everyone. We have all lost

something -- a job, a home, a loved one, or just our sense of

normalcy, security or wellness. Regardless, we all are in mourning of

one kind or another. Extreme political polarization, a social and

racial justice reckoning, as well as health and safety mandates that

have themselves become politicized have combined to put many

people on edge.

With all this unrest, and uncertainty -- but also excitement and eager

anticipation of coming back together -- we must open this new

school year by centering on care, comfort, relationships and mental

health supports.

Each of our schools will have Coordinated Care Teams to help with

connections and building relationships between families, staff, our

community partners and students. Our schools need to create time

and space for students and staff to explore, process and share our

experiences. Our county SUN site managers and other community-

based organizations will be back with us to help build those

relationships and create community. 

Over the last year, we created and maintained a series of pages on

our District website devoted to family resources and supports,

including social-emotional, financial, health resources, food

assistance, learning and technical resources, and more. 

We will continue to maintain and update these resource pages

throughout this school year.

https://www.ddouglas.k12.or.us/school-during-covid/


For more 

information go to:

www.ddouglas.k12.or.us

We can't wait to see

you at school!

@daviddouglas_sd

@daviddouglas_sd

@daviddouglasschooldistrict


