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School. A school founded on School-to-work 
Revolution in 1954, just as Douglas himself 
started hist career studies early on in his ed-
ucation and continued to foster is hunger for 
learning through educational endeavors out-
side of schooling within the industry he wanted 
to pursue. David Douglas High School wants to 
provide both a core education that every stu-
dent needs to be successful but also equip stu-
dents with opportunities to work towards their 
own career goals with the programs offered by 
DDHS and give them the tools to create their 
own success.

4 David Douglas High School

DDHS is named after one of the most well-
known botanists in Oregon History, David 
Douglas. Born in the village of Scone on June 
25, 1799, just north of Perth, Scotland, Douglas 
was the some of a stonemason John Douglas 
and Jean Drummond. At age 11, he began work-
ing as a gardener for local landowners while 
attending school. In later years, he worked at 
the Botanical Garden in Glasgow where he me 
the garden’s curator, Steward Murry, and British 
botanist Sir William Jason Hooker. While at the 
Botanical Garden, Douglas attended Hookers 
lectures and had access to private libraries to 
continue his plant studies. With Hooker’s rec-
ommendation, the Royal Horticultural Society 
chose Douglas as a botanical collector in 1823. 

The Royal Horticultural Society originally intend 
to send David Douglas to China, but unfortu-
nately arrangements fell through, which led him 
to travel to eastern North America. Douglas vis-
ited North America three times, twice to the Pa-
cific Northwest and California to look for pants, 
such as, fruit trees, forest trees, and oaks. Over 
the course of his travels to Willamette Valley, 
Roseburg, Vancouver, Hudson Bay, and Hawaii, 
Douglas introduced more than two hundred Pa-
cific Northwest plants to Great Britain, many of 
them are still apart of British gardens today.

Douglas was an industrious botanist and nat-
ural historian whose name has been honored 
not only by Oregon’s state tree the Douglas fir, 
and in Portland’s very own David Douglas High 
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Photo of David Douglas - https://www.oregonencyclopedia.org/

Bigone Douglas-Fir Drawing - https://www.google.com/
url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.conifers.org%2F-
pi%2FPseudotsuga_macrocarpa.php&psig=AOvVaw-
2ThJTuMbxVnA7Stwt-W7hI&ust=1610164648808000
&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CA0QjhxqFwoTCNixsf-
G4i-4CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE
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An analysis of the existing site at David Douglas 
High School Campus showcased some exceptional 
trees. The most notable groves around campus 
were noted and informed the design of the future 
Masterplan. 

EXISTING TREES HIGH QUALITY EXISTING EXISTING COURTYARDS/GARDENS

The courtyards scattered around David Douglas 
High School provide a glimpse into the pride the 
school has in its outdoor space and in its staff and 
students. Many of the courtyards, although cut off 
from circulation axes, are utilized by a number of 
different educational and community programs. 
The Community Garden provides produce, the 
rainwater collection system and bioswale at the 
northeast end of the site provide a glimpse into 
the water  cycle, and a number of outdoor spaces 
around the South Building provide CTE classes 
space for projects. It is clear that this school and 
community value and take pride in their exterior 
spaces, and the new Masterplan aims to highlight 
these values while providing improvements in 
the way of access and function of future outdoor 
spaces on campus.

GARDENS AND COURTYARDS

HERITAGE TREES

Community Garden

Courtyard

Bioswale
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With a population of 3,141, David Douglas High 
School has a diversity score of 76% making it 
the third most diverse high school in Oregon. 
Minority enrollment is 70% of the student body 
(majority Hispanic and Asian), which is higher 
than the Oregon state average of 38% (majority 
Hispanic and Asian). Students here speak more 
than 55 languages, and almost half started 
school speaking little or no English—numbers 
unmatched anywhere else in Oregon. 
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6.6%

32.9%

2.3%
11.7%

18.6%

.7%

27%

Hispanic Asian Black White Multi
Pacific 
Islander

Native 
American

Ethnic Makeup of David Douglas High School

Photo of David Douglas High School’s Cafeteria - Courtesy 
of DLR Group
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This diversity is represented in DDHS culture, 
more specifically in it’s online presence. The 
highlander, DDHS’s Instagram and Facebook 
page discuss various topics about racial 
injustic, supporting homeless communities, 
district awards, current educational efforts to 
train teachers and much more. Giving a voice to 
both the students and staff of DDHS. 

“Walking these halls and seeing 
students come together, of all 
different views, cultures and 
friends - THIS IS HOW THE 

WORLD SHOULD BE.”
Principal John Beir
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DATA DRIVEN DESIGN TO 
SUPPORT LEARNING 
The masterplan is designed to be the physical 
example the whole child approach, which is to 
shape school policies and practices to sup-
port the health, well-being, and nurturing re-
lationships of each learner to ensure they are 
engaged, supported, and challenged. The ap-
proach is shown as a hierarchy of needs in fig-
ure 6. Looking at Abraham’s Maslow’s famous 
pyramid, a whole child approach to learning is 
anchored on the goal of helping all learners 
with self-actualization, by recognizing each 
child’s different pathway for support and men-
torship, depending on their own individual life 
experiences and context.

Many educators are now moving toward a 
whole child education as a framework for inte-
grating academic and social emotional learn-
ing strategies along with physical and mental 
health. This is important because brains are 
global processors, and all aspects of a learn-
er’s experience in and out of school has an in-
fluence on the learning centers of the brain and 
readiness to learn. In conjunction academic 
achievement without social support does not 
lead to the best outcomes for children, and vice 
versa; similarly, excellent physical health can-
not fully compensate for feeling unsafe in one’s 
home or school community. 
Whole-child learning requires a cultural shift 
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Abraham Maslow’s pyramid
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within schools to focus on diversity and inclu-
sion, context-based education and trauma-in-
formed design. These three major topics en-
sure that teachers and learners understand 
that everyone comes with their own diverse 
set of cultural perspectives, or adversities and 
traumas affecting their learning. With this un-
derstanding, teachers can better understand 
their students and help them engage in real life 
problems and projects that are relevant to their 
community. By making lessons relevant teach-
ers eliminate the risk of being irrelevant and 
adding emotional labor to the effort of learning.

Comprehensive Student Development Diagram by Chan -Zuckerberg 
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A+

DDHS

EVOLVING AND RESPONSIVE
Flexible and adaptable learning, 
Accommodating activities on a daily, 
monthly, and yearly basis and relative to future modalities.

WHOLE STUDENT SUPPORT
Creating an environment where students 
feel welcomed, safe, supported, and em-
powered.

A+

DDHS

RELATIONSHIPS MATTER
Supporting our educators and promoting 
connections with our students.

DDHS
ACADEMIC SUPPORT AND RIGOR
Cultivating skills for life-long learning and success.

A+

DDHS

CENTER OF THE NEIGHBORHOOD
Schools that are gathering-places for the community, 
supporting families, and life-long learning.

A+

DDHS
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On Wednesday, December 16th we had a 
workshop with the Leadership students of 
David Douglas High school  were we lead 
students through a series of exercises to get 
to know what students wanted addressed the 
masterplan. There were three activities, the first 
is a text exercise shown in the above image 
asking students what was the most important 
thing about school to you, this was to get 
students to the bare bone basics of what they 
are truly looking for within their new campus. 
The next two exercises asked if their answer 
was represented in their school and if not how 
could it be both in the culture of DDHS but 
within space as well.

“It could be used for events and 
clubs and things like that, like a 

multi purpose building that doesn’t 
have anything to do with learning.”

“Currently some hallways off-lim-
its due to noise. Need designated 

space for socialization”

“Have events or lessons to better 
teach why acceptance is important 
and show that everyone is loved..”

“To have a secure place for people 
to discuss how they’re feeling or 
doing. Not somewhere where it’s 
easy for someone to overhear or 

just walk in. This for growth by the 
way.”“Trade jobs are also in high 

demand as well nowadays - 
more options - like cosmetology, 

nails, hair, makeup, special 
effects”

“Inclusivity: we need make 
sure that we have a space 

for students with all financial 
backgrounds to get the same 

opportunities as their peers. We 
need to continue to be aware 

of the diverse backgrounds our 
students come from and provide 

them with the materials they 
need to succeed.”

“More teaching based in 
relationships and cultural 

engagement”

A word cloud created by the first exercise.
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A snapshot of student responses from the last exercise of the workshop
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The David Douglas High School Campus is interwoven 
into the surrounding residential neighborhood.  
It serves the community through access to the 
performing arts center, sporting events, after-
house use of fields, tennis courts and grounds, the 
highly successful community garden, use of indoor 
swimming pool and health center. Spaces within the 
school can also be rented by the community.  Often, 
people in the neighborhood use the campus much 
like another park as a lovely place to walk.

As a member of the larger surrounding neighborhood, 
the school is an anchor to other nearby elementary 
schools in the district.  The close proximity to SE Stark 
Street to the north, SE Division Street to the south, 
and SE 122nd Ave. to the west, provides relatively 
easy access for entire David Douglas School District 
community.  

The property is bordered in parts on three sides by 
public streets, which provides views and access 
to the campus easier, with parking lots on both the 
east and west boundaries.  There is a strong north/
south visual axis from the park to the south, across 
the length of the football field to school buildings on 
the campus.  However, much of the site is hidden 
behind single-family homes, decreasing the school’s 
prominence and creating confusion as to public 
and private zones, front entry location, and general 
wayfinding.

CENTER OF THE NEIGHBORHOOD
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DEFINING THE PROBLEM
02.01 FACILITY CONSTRUCTION

All buildings were assessed and costs to repair or replace worn or damaged materials and systems were 
estimated.  While the three most recently constructed buildings (Performing Arts, Aquatics and two-
story classroom building), are in good condition with relatively few needed repairs, the original classroom 
buildings need significant improvement.  Most of the identified $73.8 million in repairs were to the original 
structures, which represent a replacement value of $187.4 million The cost of repairs in comparison to 
the value of the buildings is 39%--considered in the industry to be very high and a strong factor in the 
consideration of replacement versus repairing the 67-year-old buildings. 

• Repair floor slabs 
• Repair exterior walls and cladding  
• Add powered door and button to exterior door 
• Replace windows 
• Replace roofing 
• Replace or brace unreinforced masonry walls 
• Replace floor finishes 
• Replace ceiling finishes 
• Upgrade plumbing systems including domestic water 

piping replacements and new lavatories 
• Upgrade HVAC (heating & ventilation systems) 

including boiler, air handler replacement, ventilation 
improvements and controls system 

• Upgrade electrical wiring 
• Upgrade lighting and controls 
• Replace clock and intercom system 
• Replace deficient fire alarm devices 
• Upgrade theater sound system 
• Provide additional CTE/STEM equipment 
• Remodel main entry area, adjacent offices and space 

that serves the CTE programs 
• Replace auto shop building 
• Repair damaged asphalt and improve parking lots 
• Provide new concrete sidewalks at east of PAC 
• Replace irrigation system 
• Demolish abandoned pool and locker rooms 
• Replace portion of domestic water supply main line 
• Replace portion of sanitary sewer line 
• Replace and expand existing emergency generator 
• Replace electrical service 
• Replace lighting at athletic fields  
• Replace site lighting 

(List does not include Priority 2 and 3 identified 
needs)

PHYSICAL DEFICIENCIESPRIORITY 1 needed repairs in 
select areas include: 

Abandoned pool with plywood safety barrier
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North Campus—original building    1954 
South Campus—original building    1954 
Auto Shop/Horticulture         1954/1965 
Original Aquatics building    1960 
Performing Arts Center                   1979 
Two-Story Classroom Building                  2007 
New Aquatics Building     2014

AGES OF BUILDINGS

ESTIMATED REPAIRS 
(PRIORITIES 1-3)

Re-purposed former district administrative offices for maker lab (ceiling heights are low and various classroom equipment has 
been located in former offices and break room, hindering usability and class supervision.  No renovations have been done to 
accommodate this as a classroom.)

North Campus
South Campus
TOTAL

RENOVATIONS REPLACEMENT VALUE
$32,963,405
$40,877,955
$74,269,495

$122,830,746
$88,615,937
$211,446,683

Total renovation costs overall represent 35.1% 
of the value of the buildings.
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The south campus was originally designed as a middle school.  Classroom layouts are mostly unaltered 
since original construction in 1954.  While this style of instruction has worked effectively for decades, 
it no longer meets the needs of today’s students.  In today’s era of seemingly unlimited access to 
knowledge, education is shifting from teaching content to the importance of teaching the needed skills 
of critical thinking and analyzing content, creativity, collaboration with others to accomplish work, and 
communication of thought and idea.  Students learn not only by hearing and seeing but deeper learning 
occurs through doing.  The existing size and autonomous layout of classrooms do not support these 
methodologies of teaching or of learning. 

 

The distance from science classrooms to the farthest classroom on the south campus is approximately 
.5 miles.  This layout of the large, mostly one-story school makes navigating classes through the periods 
of the day challenging and inefficient. 

DEFINING THE PROBLEM
02.02 EDUCATIONAL INADEQUACIES
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15th Century Classroom 1899 Classroom 1928 Art Classroom

“We envision a variety of smaller in-
formal spaces to gather for informal 
learning and socialization because 
we realize the importance of allow-

ing students to choose who they 
gather with and where.”

EDUCATIONAL INADEQUACIES
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• Maker space classroom housed in old admin but not renovated to current use 
• Lack of connection between CTE programs and core curriculum classes (no opportunities for 

core curriculum classes to interact with hands-on learning labs/insufficient maker spaces)  
• CTE shops need equipment updates 
• Some classes too small for applied learning activities or designated curriculum 
• Special Education adapted classrooms small and need renovation to current use  
• Drafting and business classrooms on cafeteria stage and not ADA accessible 
• Horticulture classrooms and labs isolated from rest of school  
• Lack of space for small group gatherings 
• Lack of student presentation space of work 
• Inadequate casework in classrooms 
• Insufficient space to display student learning or exhibit student work 
• Not enough connections between classrooms and outdoor learning spaces 
• Not space for all-school gatherings 
• Not enough space to house all early childhood development classes 
• Furniture not movable or flexible or enough variety for multiple learning modalities 
• No ability for cross-curricular/multiple class learning 
• Inadequate educational technologies  
• Hard to find front entry for public and navigating campus 
• Spaces not warm and welcoming 
• Learning in various classes and programs not visible to larger student body 
• Duplicate kitchens and large dining halls 
• No informal learning or socialization spaces 

• Lack of dining location choices 
• Student Services not easily or visibly accessible 
• Student Services in re-purposed band and practice rooms but not renovated to current use 
• Antiquated restrooms 
• No All-User restrooms 
• Inadequate restroom supervision 
• Multi-purpose building under-utilized (old pool drained and secured but space used for storage, 

locker rooms unused) 
• Administrative area in South not renovated/adapted after District Offices relocated 
• Not enough physical education field space on site  
• Softball fields and team lockers not easily accessible (not located on-site but on a nearby 

property) 
• No covered bike parking 
• Upper gym and weight room not ADA accessible 
• Acoustical issues  
• Nonadjustable classroom lighting 
• Insufficient electrical supply 
• Inability to zone buildings for after-hours use 
• Not enough event parking 
• Inadequate alarm system and surveillance for safety

DEFINING THE PROBLEM
02.02 EDUCATIONAL INADEQUACIES

1950s Classroom 1970s high school classroom David Douglas Classroom 2019

EDUCATIONAL INADEQUACIES
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The current layout of the DDHS site is not efficient 
in terms of student time. The distance between 
the main North and South Buildings creates 
a stressful environment that detracts from 
learning. Travel times from the science wing 
in the northeast corner of the North Building to 
the shop spaces in the South Building exceed 
12 minutes. Especially considering the passing 
period between classes is 10 minutes, students 
navigating this distance across campus are 
stressed and unable to get the necessary break 
to reset between class. Additionally, the stress 
of traveling across campus limits connections 
between students, their peers, and staff.

DEFINING THE PROBLEM
02.03 SITE CONSIDERATIONS

A diagram showing the spatiality of the site and pedestrian travel time

SOUTH BUILDING

NORTH BUILDING

TRAVEL TIME

KEY

TRAVEL TIME EFFICIENCY

ONE IDENTITY
The physical separation of DDHS into the main 
North and South Buildings creates two separate 
identities at the school. This also separates 
educational programs and discourages 
interdisciplinary teaching and learning. By 
bringing both ends of the school towards the 
middle, the Masterplan aims to provide the 
school with one common identity, DDHS.
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The lack of unity continues when analyzing 
the circulation across the DDHS site. Multiple 
access points with no clear entry as well as 
separate and often confusing pathways across 
the site link the two halves inefficiently and 
make security and wayfinding a challenge. 
Separate and individual courtyards, could 
be better integrated into site circulation to 
encourage their use and to celebrate the DDHS 
community and encourage socialization and 
collaboration. Clearly defined travel paths would 
also help travel times and ease wayfinding 
across campus.

A diagram of circulation paths through campus and entrances

COURTYARDS/GARDENS

CIRCULATION PATHS

SITE ACCESS POINTS

KEY

SEPARATE SPACES

Another side effect to the ineffective and 
unclear circulation around the existing campus 
is the ambiguity between public and private 
spaces. The campus could better serve both 
the surrounding community and the students 
by having a Masterplan that clearly delineates 
between space that is open to the public and 
space that is for students and staff only.

PUBLIC VS. PRIVATE
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DEFINING THE PROBLEM
02.05 PROBLEMS TO ADDRESS AT DDHS

AGING FACILITIES

SITE SECURITY

CODE UPGRADES

Many of the structures on the DDHS campus are in need of repairs and upgrades. As 
facilities age, there comes a point where replacement becomes more financially beneficial 
than repairing existing systems that are no longer efficient enough. Additionally, many 
educational programs would benefit from more modern facilities.

The current layout of the DDHS campus does not allow for site security. The Masterplan 
design allows for different levels of security and privacy at different times of day and for 
different portions of the site. It allows the community to interact with a number of amenities 
and programs on site while keeping students and staff safe.

Numerous changes have been made to the building code since the construction of the 
existing structures on the DDHS campus. Upgrades regarding seismic design, accessibility, 
and the use of toxic materials have all evolved over time. 
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VISION FOR THE FUTURE
03.01 WHAT LEARNING COULD LOOK LIKE

During early Pre Design Meetings, the Design Team produced a bank of dozens of images showing built projects from a variety of locations and programs. The 
District’s Core Team was invited to choose their preferred precedent images and explain what qualities they liked and how the Design Team might apply similar 
attributes to the design of the future David Douglas High School.

Spaces that encourage creativity.

CTE & real-world connections. Warm and inviting interiors.



Connection to the outdoors and natural light.

Flexibility and adaptable open space. Re-imagining the classroom.

25David Douglas High School

Spaces for Hands-On Learning.
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A+

DDHS

EVOLVING AND RESPONSIVE
Flexible and adaptable learning, 
Accommodating activities on a daily, 
monthly, and yearly basis and relative to future modalities.

WHOLE STUDENT SUPPORT
Creating an environment where stu-
dents feel welcomed, safe, supported, 
and empowered.

A+

DDHS

RELATIONSHIPS MATTER
Supporting our educators and 
promoting connections with our 
students.

DDHS
ACADEMIC SUPPORT AND RIGOR
Cultivating skills for life-long learning and 
success.

A+

DDHS

CENTER OF THE NEIGHBORHOOD
Schools that are gathering-places for the 
community, supporting families, and life-long 
learning.

A+

DDHS

VISION FOR THE FUTURE
03.02 DDHS STEPS TO SUCCESS
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VISION FOR THE FUTURE
03.03 CONNECTIONS TO PLACE

[1]Barrett, Peter, Fay Davies, Yufan Zhang, and Lucinda Barrett. “The impact 
of classroom design on pupils’ learning: Final results of a holistic, multi-level 
analysis.” Building and Environment 89 (2015): 118-133.  

[2] Cleveland, B., P. Soccio, R. Mountain, and W. Imms. “Learning Environment 
Design and Use. Towards Effective Learning Environments in Catholic Schools 
(TELE): An Evidence-based Approach (2015-2017).” In LEaRN. Catholic Educa-
tion Melbourne, 2018.  

[3] Duthilleul, Y., R. Carro, R. Tapaninen, and K. Maslauskaite. “Design and 
Learning Environments in the Department of Seine-Saint-Denis, France. In The-
matic Reviews Series. Council of Europe Development Bank, Paris, 2019. 
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DDHS wants to provide students with an indoor 
environment that mirrors healthy elements 
found in natural settings and access to outdoor 
spaces for learning. Design elements that are 
included in need to connect students to natural 
environments include lighting, air quality, 
temperature, acoustics, and links to nature or 
biophilic design. These factors within indoor 
spaces can recreate the natural feature we 
experience when we are outside our buildings.
Bringing elements of nature, references 
to nature, and providing a healthy indoor 
environmental quality (IEQ) all play a role in 
successful learning atmosphere. While the 
elements found in nature that are healthy for 
humans – such as clean air and sunlight – are 
universal, children have specific thresholds that 
must be met for physical health and to support 
learning. But, when these factors are below 
optimal levels, they become active detractors 
from learning – either as distractions, or by 
reducing mental or physical wellness. 
One aspect DDHS hopes to accomplish is 
student access to operable spaces learning 
spaces that are both indoors and outdoors. 
Doors and operable partitions between spaces 
– including sliding or folding panels and garage 
doors – allow for the necessary connectivity 
between main learning spaces and adjacent 
breakout or outdoor spaces. [2] It is important 
to provide not only physical connections, but 
also visual connections to allow teachers to 
monitor and support students. [3]
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Collaborate

Distance Learning

Social

Wellness

Demonstrate

Quiet Informal

Forum

Make

Outdoor - Community

Research

Quiet Study

Experiment

Team 1

Informal
Collaborate

ACTIVITY / BEHAVIOR DIAGRAM

The program spaces that support a high school for the future should be designed to support a variety of desired activities and behaviors. Hands on personalized 
learning can look different for every community and every student. The spaces that support students, teachers, administration and the community should 
support a wide variety of personalities, tasks, and interests.

DDHS MASTER PLAN PROGRAM SPACES
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HEALTH SCIENCES
TECH CENTER / FUTURES

ART & SCIENCECultural Education Center

FOOD & ECOLOGY

• Gymnasiums
• Fitness / Aerobics Lab
• Cardio
• Indoor Track
• Wrestling
• Concessions
• Gen. Ed. Classrooms
• Locker Rooms

• Maker Space
• Science Labs
• Technology Lab
• CTE / Fabrication Labs
• Commons
• Gen. Ed. Classrooms

MEDIA CENTER

outdoor learning

outdoor learning

• Maker Space
• Computer Lab
• Stacks & Quiet Reading
• Media Studio
• Collaborative Commons
• Gen. Ed. Classrooms

• Wet Lab / Mini-Maker Space
• Dry Lab / Tech Lab
• Application Lab
• Science LabS
• Chemistry
• Collaborative Commons
• Gen. Ed. Classrooms

outdoor learning

• Wet Lab / Mini-Maker Space
• Dry Lab / Tech Lab
• Application Lab
• Science Lab
• Collaborative Commons
• Gen. Ed. Classrooms

• Wet Lab / Mini-Maker Space
• Dry Lab / Tech Lab
• Application Lab
• Science Lab
• Collaborative Commons
• Gen. Ed. Classrooms

• Secure Entry
• Reception
• Administrative Offices
• Counseling
• Conference Rooms

EXISTING
PERFORMING ARTS CENTER

outdoor learning

ADMINISTRATION

MAIN STUDENT COMMONS

The size, shape, volume and adjacency of varying types of spaces are organized to support the vision for learning. The diagram below is not the building “floor 
plan” but rather a graphic representation of the relationship of varying types of spaces which ultimately guide the design. 

SPACIAL ADJACENCY DIAGRAM

VISION FOR THE FUTURE
03.05 HANDS ON/PERSONALIZED LEARNING
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04.01DAVID DOUGLAS HIGH SCHOOL MASTERPLAN

big ideas or parti

4

1

2

3

9

8

7

6

5

13

12

11

10

AQUATICS CENTER

PERFORMING ARTS CENTER

EXISTING CLASSROOM BUILDING TO REMAIN

TECH CENTER/FUTURES - PHASE 1

HEALTH SCIENCES & ATHLETICS

ART & SCIENCE

MEDIA CENTER

INTERNATIONAL HOUSE

STUDENT SUPPORT

MAIN STUDENT COMMONS

FOOD & ECOLOGY

GREEN HOUSE

POSSIBLE COMMUNITY HUB

POSSIBLE FUTURE ADDITION 
FOR LARGER SCHOOL POP.14

A

B

C

D

E

F

STADIUM

BASEBALL & SOFTBALL

PRACTICE FIELDS

CAMPUS GREEN

COMMUNITY GARDENS/FUTURE GROWTH

TENNIS COURTS

PAVED BIO SWELL REGIONG

STUDENT DINING 
LOCATIONS

H

I

MASS TIMBER COLONNADE

WOODEN TRELLIS WALKWAY

COURTYARD AREAS

“MEDITATION” SPACE

STUDENT/EVENT PARKING

PARENT/VISITOR PARKING

J

K

L

M

N

O

SECURED PRE-K PLAYGROUND AREA

OPPORTUNITY FOR TREE LINED WALKWAY

14

1

3

9

8

7 6

12

1110

E

G

H

D

13
J

J

M
H

N

4

2

5

A

B
C

F

L

C

O

B

D

K

I

CULTURAL EDUCATION CENTER

SITE PLAN KEY

During the early planning phases, the Design Team worked with a Core Team made up of DDHS staff and community members to understand both the problems 
with the existing David Douglas High School campus and the district’s goals for the future DDHS Masterplan. After a series of workshops where Core Team 
members participated in exercises and discussions with the Design Team, the group developed a vision for the future at David Douglas High School. The design 
concept focuses on building connections between the school’s students, staff, and community.

MASTERPLAN CONCEPT: BUILDING CONNECTIONS

Focusing on equity and the community were 
vital when developing the concept for the future 
David Douglas High School site plan. Giving the 
public access to a park-like setting to th south 
capitalizes on extensive parking and existing 
field infrastructure that already exists in that 
portion of the site. Bringing all fields onto the 
main campus gives provides equity and equality 
to all teams and all sports. The addition of two 
softball fields to the main campus as well as the 
relocation of tennis provides a central athletics 
complex with direct adjacency to the stadium, 
parking, and the future Health and Sciences 
building, which will house locker rooms, gyms, 
and training facilities. 

EQUITY AND COMMUNITY

Focusing the main campus buildings in a 
denser arrangement towards the center of the 
site allows for a safer and more secure school. 
The orientation and placement of the buildings 
and carefully designed outdoor spaces help 
develop a school identity and spaces to build 
relationships between students and staff.

BUILDING LOCATIONS
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VISION FOR THE FUTURE
04.02 CONNECT TO PLACE

ENVIRONMENTAL RESPONES

COMMUNITY
GARDEN

CONNECTIONS
TO EXISTING

NATURE THROUGH 
BUILT FORM

PAVED 
RAIN GARDEN

ENTRANCE

MAIN
CAMPUS
GREEN

 

OPPORTUNITIES 
TO STOP

AND REFLECT

MASS TIMBER
COLONNADES

GREEN
ROOFS

OPPORTUNITIES 
TO GET LOST IN NATURE

Connecting the Masterplan to Place is vital to its success. The Masterplan is organized with layers of privacy to both invite the community in while keeping a 
safe and secure campus for students. Zones consisting of three levels of privacy are thoughtfully organized around a primary circulation axis that connects the 
site from north to south. Outdoor areas are designed to serve a variety of purposes from socialization to athletics to education and offer students and visitors 
different experiences.  
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PRIVATE VS PUBLIC

PRIVATE PUBLIC

PRIMARY CIRCULATION
SECONDARY CIRCULATION
CENTRAL CAMPUS

SECURE PERIMETER
CENTRAL CAMPUS

VISION FOR THE FUTURE
04.02 CONNECT TO PLACE

Zoning, privacy, and security are very important to the safety of students and staff. The layout of more public programs and buildings around the perimeter of 
the site allows for easy access by the community as well ample parking. Student-focused spaces reserve the most private zone, Central Campus, which can be 
secured both during school hours and in the evenings to keep students and facilities safe. The organization of the site around a primary circulation axis makes 
wayfinding easy and efficient for students and visitors.
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Connecting building to Place.



37David Douglas High School

MAKING THE VISION A REALITY
04.03 DDHS: A VISION FOR THE FUTURE

Rendering showing first two phases of proposed master plan.
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During discussions with both the Core Team and 
the students of David Douglas, it became apparent 
that the diversity in cultures and connections to 
the community are huge drivers for the school. 
The school takes imense pride in having over 
50 languages spoken within its student body, it 
aims to celebrate the cultures and background 
of all of its students, and hopes to connect with 
neighbors. 

VISION FOR THE FUTURE
04.04 CONNECTION TO CULTURE

The design of the Masterplan highlights these 
values by introducing a number of spaces that 
celebrate food, language, and culture. Three 
different dining facilities will provide students 
with a variety of healthy food options. The culinary 
program and ecology programs as well as the 
community around David Douglas School District 
will all benefit from a relocated and expanded 
Community Garden. And lastly an “International 
House” will celebrate, welcome, and teach a 
variety of languages and provide a base for 
community programming after school hours.

CULTURE AT DDHS

FOOD AND LANGUAGE

COMMUNITY AND CULTURAL RESOURCES ACROSS CAMPUS

MAIN STUDENT COMMONS

FOOD AND ECOLOGY

CULTURAL EDUCATION 

TECH CENTER FUTURES

COMMUNITY CENTER

HEALTH SCIENCES & ATHLETICS

AQUATICS CENTER

PERFORMING ARTS CENTER
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Connection to Culture
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VISION FOR THE FUTURE
04.05 CONNECTION TO REAL WORLD LEARNING

Through site visits with the Core Team, it became 
apparent that the South Building, which houses 
much of the CTE programs at DDHS, was in the 
most dire need of replacement. Giving a new 
home to those CTE programs that the DDHS 
community is so passionate about resonated 
with the Core Team, so the Masterplan proposes 
to house these programs in the first phase of 
construction, the Tech Center Futures Building. 

The Master Plan is designed with the full build-
out in mind. Given the size of the school, however, 
the Masterplan is also organized into phases 
that can be constructed over time with minimal 
disruption to the school’s function. The first 
phase is located in an area of the site that would 
allow construction with minimal impact on school 
programs. Once the first phase of construction 
is complete, programs currently housed in the 
South Building would be able to relocate. The 
next phase of construction would then take the 
place of the newly relocated programs. The same 
process would then be carried out until the full 
Masterplan is built out. 

TECH CENTER FUTURES

PHASING

PHASE 1 AXON

EXISTING

PHASE 1 ADDITION

PHASE 2 ADDITION

PHASE 3 ADDITIONPHASE 2 AXON PHASE 3 AXON

PROPOSED PHASE 1 
CONSTRUCTION

EXISTING SOUTH BUILDING

EXISTING NORTH BUILDING

EXISTING PAC BUILDING

STADIUM
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CONNECTION
Operable walls between spaces and 
open-bay construction allows flexibility and 
seamless integration of hands-on learning 
with more traditional classroom work. 

INTEGRATION
General classrooms offers areas 
to integrate core learning within 
the Tech Center/Futures building. 

OUTDOOR LEARNING
Direct access to outdoor learning 
areas provides opportunities for 
larger projects and experients but 
also for a direct connection to nature.

COMMONS
Open double height spaces welcome 
flexibility. From break-out space to a 
cafe space to a presentation space. 
This area will allow for 
student-ownership and future 
flexibility.

TECHNOLOGY
Clean, technology 
focused spaces allow for 
a modern educational 
experience and a direct 
link to the flexible 
application labs directly 
adjacent.

HEART
The Heart of the Tech 
Center/Futures Building consists 
of open, double height flexible 
spaces that can be linked 
together, or used separately. 
These spaces could host a 
variety of CTE pathways and can 
adapt as the school’s needs 
change in the future.

FROM CAMPUS

GENERAL 
CLASSROOM

GENERAL 
CLASSROOM

SUPPORT

WET LAB

WET LABDRY LAB

COMMONSAPPLICATION
LAB

APPLICATION
LAB

COVERED OUTDOOR LEARNING AREADRY LAB

APPLICATION
LAB

APPLICATION
LAB

COVERED OUTDOOR LEARNING AREA

VISION FOR THE FUTURE
04.06 PROPOSED PHASE 1 CONSTRUCTION CONCEPT

The first phase of construction would house the CTE pathways and hands-on learning programs currently found in the South Building of David Douglas High 
School. The concept for the building focuses on extremely flexible and adaptable spaces that can evolve over time.

TECH CENTER FUTURES BUILDING

WHY CTE?
CTE programs give students the necessary skill set to find a suitable jobs upon graduation or continue working part time with higher paying jobs while 
studying in college. These programs can also create valuable partnerships between schools and their communities and develop highly skilled workforce that 
will benefit the local economy.
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Technology and Creativity for the Future.
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VISION FOR THE FUTURE
04.07 PHASE 1: TECH CENTER FUTURES

Rendering showing first phase of proposed master plan.
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