
 

 

 

A Language Arts Curriculum Like No Other  
Inquiry By Design is committed to student-driven literacy marked 
by the reading, writing about, and discussion of content-rich, complex 
texts. We firmly believe that all students deserve equitable access to 
a rigorous, culturally relevant curriculum. 

Carefully selected texts are embedded in coherent courses built on 
sequenced, yet independent units, designed to continually reinforce 
the integral relationship between reading and writing—a 
distinguishing feature of our work. Key concepts and skills are 
revisited within units, within grades, and across grades 6-12 in 
developmentally appropriate ways and with increasingly more 
difficult and complex texts and tasks.  

 

 
 

Get to know  
Inquiry By Design! 
bit.ly/learnibd 

 
 
 

A Rigorous Curriculum Accessible to All 
 

Our curriculum and pedagogy are anchored by three deeply held beliefs:  
 

❖ We believe complexity is for everyone. 
Inquiry By Design changes expectations about what all kids are capable of achieving in reading and 
writing—including kids who struggle academically or simply don’t engage in more traditional ELA 
classes. Our inquiry-based approach combined with scaffolded tasks and repeating cycles of work 
provides many students with their first true sense of accomplishment in reading and writing. 

 
 

❖ We believe people get smarter together.  
Kids don’t grow minds and hearts in a room by themselves. They need to interact with other ideas, be 
pushed to explain and explore, to challenge their own ideas and others. Inquiry By Design creates 
language and literacy classes that are communities of active learners who, individually and together, 
explore content-rich, challenging texts through authentic writing tasks and respectful, student-driven 
conversation. 

 
 

❖ We believe students deserve authentic, meaningful work.  
Our work begins with complex, engaging, idea-rich texts, extends through task sequences that 
scaffold, support and stretch practice, and features regular step-back moments informed by a 
practice of assessment that is actionable and personalized for each student. All this is nestled inside a 
language-rich environment that has students reading, writing, and talking often and daily. 

 
 

A Balance of Voices and Experiences 
 

Our units feature authors and texts that invite robust classroom conversation, support the intellectual work at 
hand, and expose students to worlds, voices, and experiences that they might otherwise not encounter. 
 

Bone Black Foology Translation 
Nation 

Selected 
Poems 
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bell hooks Ishmael Reed Hector Tobar Carolyn Forché Marjane Satrapi The Roots E.E. Cummings Gloria Anzaldua 
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