DAVID DOUGLAS HISTORICAL SOCIETY

2013 WINTER-SPRING NEWSLETTER

"There is a history in all men's lives.”
William Shakespeare

President's Message

Well as you can tell by the enclosed flyer, the Board of Directors certainly has been busy since the
November 16, 2012, " Annual Meeting!" And now we are preparing for an April 9, 2013, " Annual
Meeting" as part of a grand and larger historical event. I am sure this looks "out of whack" to
members, but I thought the scheduling of the special event, “"An Evening with David Douglas", oc-
curring in the month of past annual meetings would be an opportunity for returning the Historical
Saciety to a reasonable business cycle, and to establish a yearly operating budget consistent with
most governmental agencies and nonprofit groups, July Ist - June 30th. The agenda for the April
9th meeting will be a consent agenda essentially reaffirming the vote of November 10, 2012. April
2014 would then be our next annual meeting.

The concept for, "An Evenmg wdh David Douglas" began in Spring 2012 with Joanna (Jefferies)

Klick our immediate past President when she read about the documentary, " Finding David Doug-
las,” which was to be screened at McMenamins Kennedy School Theater here in Portland on May
21. Joanna was unable to attend, but she passed the information about the film on to me. Quoting

from the documentary description:

“More than four years in the making it is the first film ever produced on DavidDouglas
(1799-1834), the remarkable botanist/plant hunter from Scotland who explored west-
ern North America in the 1820s and 1830s—a time before white settlement altered the
landscape. Today, we widely remember Douglas through the tree named in his hon-
or—the Douglas fir."
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There is no town, no statue, no mgmoriai;ner park or space with his name, but there is ubiquitous
area not with walls or fortresses, but a community called David Douglas School District and a
building called David Douglas High School! Clearly this film, the first documentary ever made
tracing the journeys, explorations and discoveries of David Douglas, his successes and failures, his
personal struggles and sacrifices, is a fitting tribute to him and brings alive the man for whom the
community honors with his name. We, The David Douglas Historical Seciety, have a duty and ob-
ligation to educate and inform cur community 2nd to assisi the School District to teach, communi-
cate and celebrate with students and parents David Douglas the man who contributed so much to
our given geographical region. The documentary, "Finding David Douglas" provides a unique
oppertunity for us to engage in and contribute to the changing cultural and social character of our
community, a goal identified in our November 10, 2012 meeting.

Some of the Board Members and myseif have reviewed this film and heard the remarkable infor-
mative content including narratives from Scottish and English botanists and cemments from Ca-
nadian and American scientist, we've seen the excellent use of locale in tracing Douglas’s explora-
tions, and witnessed the beautiful zmematsgrap};y played throughout the film, the viewing experi-
ence captures one's attention! :

It is my hope that the David Douglas School District will take this first celebration of the life and
times of Douglas beyond this event; recognizing a res;;onsibﬁity and ebligation to the students and
patrons of the District to provide opportunitiss to create traditions, connections and loyalties to
and among the diverse population of the community and thus strengthen the District as a whole,

i} als
‘We have cither %mg}iﬁieé or have mzéerﬁ«asf March 2012 tkm;zgis March 233}13

: *&&arcﬁ*@iay 2012 review of miiect articles for ﬁze, "David Douglas Cﬂmmanity 21st Century,"” the
204 book on the nature and character of the David Douglas School Dist. community. Made deci-
sion to temporarily terminate further action on publication and seek to identify missing articles or

manuscripts.

*June-August 2012 dismantle, sort, store or prepare for sale museum artifact and other items in
preparation for moving displays to the "old" Dist. Board Room at 8. Powelthurst.

*Sept. 2012-(continuing) determine which artifacts to place in 5 glass display cases, store others in
 basement, arrange displays in each glass case and place large ;;imisg aiﬁi framed historical docu-
ments on room walls,

*November 2012 plan for and execute 2011 annual meeting: join Powellhurst-Gilbert Neighbor-
hood Association and participate in asziw;ﬁes and events to increase DDHistorical Society's iden-

tity and 5&;};}%};@ in the community.

*2011 Annual Report and Meeting, November 10, 2012 (included in this communication.

Page 2



* Pecember 2012 conduct 4 hour Board workshop, 12/12 to review and identify changes in Articles
of Incorporation, By-laws and committee function and structure, develop policies and procedures,
including financial accountability consistent with ""good business practices." This is an ongoing
goal over the next year.

*January 2013-March 2013 develop pians and implement methods and activities for producing an
annuai meeting in April featuring the documentary, "Finding David Douglas.” Ask DD School
Dist's participation as a coequal partner and to encourage student participation in the scheduled

avents,

*March 2013-April 2013 conduct 2012 annual meeting on Tuesday, April, 9th. Continue to in-
crease Society's identity in the community by preparing 2 mechanized float and participating in
the 7th Annual 82nd Ave of Roses Parade on Sat. April 27th

Calendar of Events
*Tuesday, April 9, 2013,
4:pm-8:30pm
"An Evening with David Douglas,” celebrate with other members and special guests an

unforgettable afternoon and evening!

* Saturday, April 27, 2013

10:am-2

The 7th Annual 82nd Ave. of Roses Parade!

A Portland Rose Festival Sancticned parade event from Eastport Plaza north on SE 82
to SE Yamhill and 78th we will be participating with a fleat built by our "venerable” member Jim
Waiker (and others?). We will also have a booth at the Carnival on the Eastport grounds. Contact

me for more information and to participate in this fun event!

* July '"2nd Annual Get Acquainted Picnic"
Date, time and location to be determined. Last year we held this potluck picnic at Lents

Park to provide an opportunity for members and Board to get to know one another. I am open to
other localities for this event, and this year I am suggesting that we extend an invitation to other
community groups and organizations to visit with us, share in the fun and become acquainted with
our organization. Contact me if you would like to participate in the planning and setup for this

event!

* Sept.7th-8th, 2013 "The DD Annual over 50 Reunion Event”

Last year the Historical Society participated in this very special celebration during the
Saturday night social event and the Sunday picnic, selling and, in two instances via drawing giving
free copies of our "History of the David Douglas Community" to classmates and assisting with
registering folks for the two events. More information will be put together from the reunion
committee over the next several months.
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*2nd Tuesday of the month, Board of Directors meetings

1:30-3:30, or 5:30

South Powellhurst Scheol Bldg

"Board Room"
Members are always welcome to attend these meetings and participate in the decision making
process, and you are specially invited to assist and participate in any and all activities of the Board
as announced from time to time either via US mail, email, or on our web pages on the DD School
Drist web site http://www.ddouglas.k12.or.us/ In the future all members with an email address will
receive advance copies of monthiy agendas and minutes of the approved previous months meeting,
plus any special announcements. So, if you have an email address, and to save us stamp money,
send the info to: Kevin Gifford, Tres., keving2496@yahoo.com to get the email addy on our list if

we dont have it!

Yolunteers needed!
One of the goals I set out for our Board was to increase ""Life and Annual member" participation

in the Society's activities, meetings, and special events. As one can tell from the above text, there is
much going on and much to be done! But for now, while we reorganize our structure and at the
same time pay attention to those functions which help keep us up to speed in the community, we
need assistance to successfully accomplish some of the immediate tasks which will lead to
achievement of long range goals. As I think about tasks where volunteer help from our member-
ship could really assist the Society, the following immediately come to mind (I am sure there could

be more!)
*activities for setup and hosting at the April 9th events
*assisting with planning and tabling for the Ave. of Roses Parade on April 27th

*help to sort through stored artifacts, identifying damaged items, repacking items from cardboard
to plastic storage boxes for storing

*reviewing, correcting and cataloging historical collected items

* and importantly we have 2 vacancies on the Board of Directors, so I am looking for folks who
have the time, interest and commitment to the David Douglas community to be a part of the ad-
ministrative function of our Historical Society. I guarantee hard "thinking work," "strenuous de-
bate'" but at times hysterical laughter, fun and friendship!

Ted Condon, President

David Douglas Historical Society
April 5, 2013
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