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Able Learners

A Little Bit of This

THE BRIGHT CHILD:

Knows the answers

Is interested

Is attentive

Has good ideas

Works hard to learn
Answers the questions
Top group

Listens with interest
Learns with ease

6-8 repetitions for mastery
Understands ideas
Enjoys peers

Grasps the meaning
Completes assignments
Is receptive

Copies accurately
Enjoys school

Absorbs information
Technician

Good memorizer
Enjoys straightforward, sequential presentation
Is alert

Is pleased with own learning
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A Little Bit of That

THE GIFTED LEARNER:

Asks deep questions

Is highly curious

Is mentally and physically involved
Has vivid, unique ideas

Classwork may not require much effort
Discusses in detail, elaborates
Beyond the group

Shows strong feelings & opinions
Already knows

1-2 repetitions for mastery
Constructs abstractions

Prefers intellectual peers

Draws inferences

Initiates projects

Is intense or sensitive

Creates a new design

Enjoys learning

Manipulates information

Inventor

Makes educated guesses & connections
Thrives on complexity

Is keenly observant

Is highly self-critical

Adapted from piece by Janice Szabos, Challenge, (GOOD APPLE) Issue 34
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Traits of Giftedness

No gifted individual is exactly the same, each with his/her own unique patterns and traits. There are many traits that gifted individuals
have in common, but no gifted learner exhibits traits in every area. This list of traits may help you better understand whether or not

your child is gifted.
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Cognitive

Creative

Affective

Behavioral

Keen power of abstraction
Interest in problem-solving and
applying concepts; intuitively
grasps math concepts

Voracious and early reader

Large vocabulary; strong oral
language skills

Intellectual curiosity

Power of critical thinking,
skepticism, self-criticism

Persistent, goal-directed
behavior

Independence in work and
study; pursues own topics of

interest

Diversity of interests and
abilities

Quick to learn a second
language

Learns at a quicker rate
Impatience with repetition

Tactile or kinesthetic learner;
learns by doing

Creativeness and
inventiveness; makes up games
and activities

Keen, sophisticated sense of
humor; clever wit; uses puns

Ability for fantasy; enjoys role-
playing

Openness to stimuli, wide
interests

Intuitiveness
Flexibility; develops new uses
for materials; sees multiple

solutions to problems

Independence in attitude and
social behavior

Self-acceptance and unconcern
for social norms

Radicalism; do things their own
way

Aesthetic and moral
commitment to self-selected

work

Creative interests outside of
school subjects

Strong story telling skills

Unusual emotional depth and
intensity

Sensitivity or empathy to the
feelings of others

High expectations of self and
others, often leading to
feelings of frustration

Heightened self-awareness,
accompanied by feelings of
being different or low self
esteem

Easily wounded, need for
emotional support

Need for consistency between
abstract values and personal
actions

Advanced level of moral
judgment

Idealism and sense of justice
Values relationships with family

and culture; motivated by
respect

Spontaneity
Boundless enthusiasm

Intensely focused on
passions—resists changing
activities when engrossed in
own interests

Highly energetic—needs little
sleep or down time

Constantly questions
Insatiable curiosity

Impulsive, eager and spirited
Perseverance—strong
determination in areas of
importance

High levels of frustration—
particularly when having
difficulty meeting standards of
performance (either imposed

by self or others)

Volatile temper, especially
related to perceptions of failure

Non-stop talking/chattering
Can solve social problems
Takes on responsibilities

beyond typical age-mates;
prefers older companions

Source: Clark, B. (2008). Growing up gifted (7t ed.) Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson Prentice Hall.
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IDENTIFICATION PROCEDURE AND PERMISSION FOR TESTING

The Talented and Gifted (TAG) Program is a district program designed to meet the special intellectual and academic
needs of talented and gifted students. Each year we test and identify Intellectually Gifted (97" percentile or above on
mental ability testing) and Academically Talented (97" percentile or above on standardized achievement testing)
students for inclusion in the TAG Program next school year.

Your child, , has been recommended for
consideration in this identification procedure. The identification procedure is as follows:

Step 1. Nomination of Students
* Nomination of grades K-11 by teachers, parents, peers or self.
Step 2. Information and Test Permission
* Packets distributed to staff by TAG Advisor.
* Notification of TAG identification procedure included in school newsletters.
Step 3. Testing
* A test of mental ability is administered to all nominated students.
* Smarter Balanced Assessment results (grs. 3-11) submitted for Academically Talented (math/reading)
students.
* Alternative testing may be administered.
Step 4. Documentation
* Case Study Profile (body of evidence) developed for each nominated student (includes test scores, parent
rating scale, parent questionnaire, teacher rating scale, reading levels, achievement test scores, etc.).
Step 5. Building Screening Committee
* Case Study Profiles are reviewed and a determination is made as to which students bear further evaluation at
the district level in the identification process.

* Parents are notified whether their student will continue or not continue in the identification process.
Step 6. Completion of Case Study Profile May Include
* Student self-evaluation scale, autobiography form, portfolio items, etc.

Step 7. Submission of Case Profiles to TAG Coordinator
Step 8. District Selection Committee
* Individual files are reviewed and a determination is made as to which students meet and which do not meet
criteria for TAG Identification.
* Parents/staff are notified of committee’s decision.
Step 9. Appeals Process

* Parents/teacher may appeal the decisions of the committee by writing a letter (within 10 days of receipt of
identification letter) addressing additional issues/concerns to be considered.

If you have any questions or concerns about the identification or testing of your child, please call the TAG Coordinator,
503-261-8458. Please return this form to your child’s teacher. Thank you.

I give permission for my child, ,

birth date, ,1n grade , at School, to be tested and

considered for the David Douglas Talented and Gifted Program.

Parent’s Signature Date

Address Zip Phone
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PARENT QUESTIONNAIRE
Year
Student Birthday _ ~ Grade _____ School
Address Zip
Parent’s Name Phone

Please comment on the following items as applicable to your child:

1. Favorite books read:

2. Special interests other than reading (include academic areas):

3. Preferred activities when alone (other than reading):

4. Special problems and needs (physical, academic, social, etc.):

5. Any unusual accomplishments, past or present:
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Instructions: Please complete all four areas of this rating scale for your nominated child. These scales are designed to obtain parent’s
estimation of a student’s characteristics in the areas of learning, motivation, creativity and leadership. Please read the statements
carefully and circle the appropriate number.

PARENT RATING SCALE
Date
Student Grade Age Birthdate
Home School Teacher
Parents Phone
Address Zip
Part I. LEARNING CHARACTERISTICS often sometimes seldom
1. Has verbal behavior characterized by “richness” of expression, 5 4 3 2 1
elaboration and fluency.
2. Possesses a large storehouse of information about a variety of 5 4 3 2 1

topics beyond the usual interests of children his/her age.

3. Has rapid insight into cause-effect relationships; tries to discover 5 4 3 2 1
the how and why of things.

4. Has a ready grasp of underlying principles and can quickly make
valid generalizations. 5 4 3 2 1

5. Is a keen observer; usually “sees more” or “gets more” out of an 5 4 3 2 1
activity than others.

6. Reads a great deal on his/her own. 5 4 3 2 1
7. Reasons things out for his/her self; sees logical and common 5 4 3 2 1
sense answers.
Total ____
Part II. MOTIVATIONAL CHARACTERISTICS often sometimes seldom
1. Becomes absorbed and truly involved in certain topics, problems, 5 4 3 2 1

tasks; is persistent in seeking task completion; is sometimes
difficult to get him/her to move on to another topic.

2. Is easily bored with routine tasks. 5 4 3 2 1

3. Follows through with tasks initially motivated to do. 5 4 3 2 1

4. Is self-critical; strives for perfection. 5 4 3 2 1

5. Prefers to work independently; needs minimal direction from 5 4 3 2 1
the teacher/parent/adult.

6. Is concerned with right and wrong, good and bad. 5 4 3 2 1

Total
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Part III. CREATIVITY CHARACTERISTICS often sometimes seldom

1. Demonstrates a great deal of curiosity about many things; 5 4 3 2
constantly asks appropriate questions.

2. Generates a large number of ideas, answers or solutions to 5 4 3 2
problems or questions; often offers unusual, unique, clever
responses.

3. Is uninhibited in expressing opinions; is sometimes spirited in 5 4 3 2
disagreement.

4. Is a high-risk taker; adventurous and speculative. 5 4 3 2

5. Displays intellectual playfulness; fantasizes; imagines; manipulates 5 4 3 2
ideas; often concerned with changing or improving existing
structures.

6. Demonstrates a keen sense of humor in situations that may not 5 4 3 2
appear humorous to others, often in the form of verbal humor,
verbal play.

7. Is nonconforming; individualistic; does not fear being different. 5 4 3 2

Total
Part IV. LEADERSHIP CHARACTERISTICS often sometimes seldom

1. Carries responsibility well; usually follows through with 5 4 3 2
tasks and does them well.

2. Is self-confident with children his/her own age as well as adults; 5 4 3 2
seems comfortable when asked to show his/her work to the others.

3. Seems to be respected by his/her friends or agemates. 5 4 3 2

4. Can express him/her self well; has good verbal facility and is 5 4 3 2
usually well understood.

5. Adapts readily to new situations; is flexible in thought and 5 4 3 2
actions and does not seem disturbed when the normal routine is
changed.

6. Seems to enjoy being around other people; is sociable and 5 4 3 2
prefers not to be alone.

7. Generally directs the activity in which she/he is involved. 5 4 3 2

Total

Total Points from Front and Back =



