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Upcoming events in the David Douglas School District
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collect and process trees. Groups interested in participating
should contact the Dads Club via email or phone.
To recycle a tree, drop it off at the DDHS Auto Shop (1500 SE
130th) between 8am-4pm on January 1, 2, 8 & 9. Or to arrange
for tree pickup on one of those dates, contact the Dads Club at
daviddouglasdadsclub@gmail.com or 503-660-3076.
Tree recycling is $5 per tree ($10 if it’s flocked).

Mat Club 3rd - 8th Grade Wrestling

DDHS PTSA Holiday Bazaar
Shop local this holiday at the 24th annual DDHS PTSA
Holiday Bazaar! The event will be open from 9am-4pm on
Saturday, December 4 at David Douglas High School (1001
SE 135th Ave). Come ready to get in the holiday spirit and find
fabulous crafts from vendors all over the Portland Metro area.
The DDHS Dee’s Cafe will be open for food purchase during the
event. There is no admission cost for the bazaar and all ages are
welcome. Masks & social distancing are required. Questions
about the bazaar can be directed to ddbazaar@yahoo.com.

Mat Club Wrestling is back for 3rd-8th graders! The season
is opening with the first practice on Monday, November 22nd.
Students can register and pay that evening. Those who missed
the first night are welcome to join and register at a later practice.
The $50 registration fee must be collected at a practice night.
Payments are not accepted at the schools or at the District Office.
Practices will be from 6-7:30pm on Monday and Wednesday in
DDHS south gym (1500 SE 130th). Due to COVID-19 protocols,
parents will not be allowed in the gym during practices.
Everyone must wear masks while in the building. When actively
participating in the sport, kids can remove their masks. All
participants need to bring their own water bottle. Look for more
details to come.

Community Sports & Recreation: Wrestling
Registration for 6th-8th grade wrestling opens December
1st. For more information, please visit the Community Sports
and Recreation webpage. It is listed under the Community menu
at the top of the District and school websites.

Christmas Tree Recycling
The David Douglas Dads Club is conducting their annual
tree recycling program to raise funds for student groups. Many
school clubs, teams and organizations have participated in this
event as a fundraiser for their program by helping the Dads Club

Nutrition Services Webpages
Did you know that Nutrition Services has webpages filled
with information about what’s happening this school year
in food service? They have menus and nutrition information
posted each month. When there are new menu items, they post
an online poll that students can take to give feedback. Check it
out at www.ddouglas.k12.or.us/nutrition-info-menus.
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Vaccine Opportunities
Children 5-11 years are now eligible for a pediatric
COVID-19 vaccine. Getting your child vaccinated can help
protect them against COVID-19, as well as reduce disruptions
to in-person learning and activities by helping curb community
transmission. Visit our District website to learn more about the
pediatric vaccine and to view a full list of vaccine opportunities
taking place in and around our community.
This information can be found by following the Family
Resources button linked on the DDSD homepage and listed
under the Parent menu, which is accessible from the District
and school websites.

2021-2022 TAG Indentification
The nomination period for identifying David Douglas Talented
and Gifted (TAG) K-12 students is open until Friday, December
10. The process identifies students who are Intellectually Gifted
and/or Academically Talented. Intellectually Gifted is defined as
those who score 97th percentile or above on a test of mental
abilities, and Academically Talented are those who score 97th
percentile or above on a test of academic achievement.
Students identified as Talented and Gifted have certain unique
characteristics and educational needs that distinguish them
from other students. These characteristics typically include:
• An intense intellectual curiosity
• Ability to conceptualize broad issues, themes and concepts
• Demonstration of higher level thinking skills (analysis,
synthesis, evaluation)
• Independence in thought and work
• A strong sense of truth and justice
Teachers, parents, and/or students may nominate candidates
for TAG testing. Nomination packets are available from
your child’s teacher and on the District website. Completed
nomination packets must be received by December 10. They
may be returned to the student’s school or sent directly to the
TAG Office at 1930 SE 104th Ave, Portland, OR 97216. Please
direct questions to the TAG Coordinator, Lani Dalzell, at
503-261-8458 or lani_dalzell@ddsd40.org.

Substitute Opportunities
David Douglas School District has
a high need for substitutes in the
classroom for both teacher and
instructional assistant positions. All
licensed and classified substitute
assignments are managed through
a company called ESS. Learn more
about substitute opportunities by
visiting their website at
https://ess.com/ and consider supporting our classrooms by
becoming a substitute! ESS offers flexible scheduling for job
seekers, with both full-time or part time roles available.

Food Pantries
Heading into a time with school breaks and potentially
inclement weather, it’s smart to check the food pantry schedule
for the latest information. Please note that most pantries will be
closed during winter break. For food pantry hours, closures and
updates, visit the Food Resources page on the DDSD website
(https://www.ddouglas.k12.or.us/). To find this page, enter “food
pantries” in the site’s search bar and open the page titled “Food
Resources”. Or from any school website, roll over the Parents
menu at the top of the page, select the “COVID-19 Family
Resources” link, and choose the Food Resources button.

The David Douglas Educational Foundation
The David Douglas Educational Foundation (DDEF),
established as a non-profit organization in 1991, is an
all-volunteer board dedicated to enhancing education
and welfare for all students. They encourage educational
enrichment activities to promote student growth through
grants for innovative ideas and programs, assist in the physical
needs of children and support partnerships between schools,
families and neighborhoods. Thanks to generous donors, DDEF
has been very successful in providing funds for District food
pantries and getting donated musical instruments into the
hands of students. Please visit www.ddefforkids.org to learn
more about the Foundation and donation opportunities.

Grief and The Holidays
Even though the Holiday Season is supposed to be a happy
time for all, grief does not take a holiday. Often grief and

its accompanying feelings such as sadness, loneliness and
depression can come calling, too. Sometimes family issues can
arise again. You may long for the “good old days,” even though
you never really had them.
If a loved one has passed recently, this might be your first holiday
without them. This might make any holiday especially difficult
for you and your family. There can be some bright spots though.
Some suggestions from experts at Psychology Today include:
Remember that grief is part of the healing.
Set healthy boundaries.
Focus on what you can control.
Plan ahead.
Allow yourself to feel a range of emotions.
Find a way to honor your memories. This may include
activities like lighting a candle, eating your loved one’s
favorite food, building a memorial, creating a prayer circle
at your religious institution, starting or contributing to a
foundation in their name.
7. Create new traditions.
8. Do something kind for others.
9. Ask for help.

meals our children eat every day. These open positions offer
flexible schedules, on-site training, professional development
and competitive pay and benefits. Visit this website to complete
an online job application. Join our team and become a David
Douglas Helper.
People who are interested in the bus driver positions can contact
the Transportation office directly for more details at
503-256-6526, or stop by the Transportation Office (2904 SE
122nd Avenue).
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Above all, be yourself. Do what you can do. If you need some
space to deal with feelings, take it. If making the annual meal is
going to be too much for you, let someone else take over this
year. It is okay to skip the holiday cheer, just this once. It really is.

Winter Related Closures
With winter approaching, it’s a good time to review how to
receive notifications about weather related school closures. In
the event of a closure, DDSD will share information with families
via email, phone calls and text. Please make sure your school
has your current email address and phone number to ensure
you receive these communications. Closure information will
also be posted on the District website, social media accounts and
Flash Alert, the notification system local media obtains closure
information from. For more closure details, please visit https://
www.ddouglas.k12.or.us/parents/school-closure-procedures/. This
page is linked under the Parent menu of the District and school
websites.
Winter weather brings uncertainty about school closures, delays
and snow bus routes. The decision to open or close school is
based on our ability to safely transport students. Please discuss
in advance your family’s plan in the event students are sent
home early.

We’re Hiring Helpers!
Earn great pay and benefits all while helping to improve the lives
of the children and families of the David Douglas School District.
Mr. Rogers always told kids to look for the helpers. We are
currently hiring “helpers” in our schools to work in instructional
support, transportation, custodial services and nutrition
services. These positions work directly with kids in classrooms,
or drive our students to and from school, or keep our school
learning environments safe and clean, or help prepare the

Contact Info
Phone (503) 252-2900
Website ddouglas.k12.or.us
Email david_douglas@ddouglas.k12.or.us

Follow us on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter to see what’s
happening around our district and community.
Emergency communications, such as school closures, are also shared
on our social media accounts.

@daviddouglasschooldistrict
@daviddouglas_sd
@daviddouglas_sd

SCHOOL MEAL MENUS

Upcoming breakfast and lunch menus are available online. To view and print menus
visit the District website www.ddouglas.k12.or.us and enter “school menus” in the
search bar or click the Department menu and select Nutrition Services. Then look for
the School Menus & Nutrition Information button . It is located on the right side of the
page when using a computer and the bottom of the page when using a mobile device.

Thank you for Reading!

