
Reading Instruction in the

David Douglas School District

Foundational Skills Comprehension

Students will learn the basics of reading by:
Following words from left to right, top to bottom, and page
to page.
Recognizing and naming all uppercase and lowercase
letters.
Identifying letter sounds.
Distinguishing between long and short vowels.
Sounding out simple words.
Recognizing and producing rhyming words - words that
end with the same sound.
Identifying the beginning, middle, and ending sounds in
words.
Reading high-frequency words - words that show up
most frequently when reading.
Reading and understanding grade-level text.

Students will develop early reading comprehension skills
with guidance and support. They will learn to:

Ask and answer questions about key details in fiction and
nonfiction texts.
Retell familiar stories using important details.
Identify characters, settings, and major events in a story.
Recognize the main topic and key details in nonfiction
texts.
Name the author and illustrator of a book and understand
their roles.
Identify parts of a book, such as the front cover, back
cover, and title page.
Describe how pictures and words work together to tell a
story.

Oral Language
The ability to listen, speak, and understand

spoken words.

Letter Names & Sounds
The ability to recognize the names of the letters

in the alphabet (A, B, C, etc.) and know the
sounds they make.

Phonemic Awareness
The ability to hear, identify, and play with the

individual sounds (phonemes) in spoken
words.

Blending Words
The ability to put together individual sounds to

read a word.

Vocabulary
Words students know and understand when
they read or hear them. A strong vocabulary
helps children make sense of what they are

reading.

Comprehension
Understanding what is read.

This year in kindergarten your child will learn:

If extra support is needed:

How to support at home:

In DDSD all students are assessed using a universal reading screener called Acadience. The screener is a quick and
simple check-up on how well a child’s reading skills are developing. Schools use the screener three times each year to

make sure every student is on track and to find out who might need extra help. If your child could benefit from extra
support, they will receive a daily 30-minute intervention each day at school to work on the specific skills to support their

reading. Progress is monitored weekly to make adjustments as needed.
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To support your child at home with literacy, the following resources offer guidance on some of the most critical reading skills within the grade:

c-a-t

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wWrDBLYlw3ZQdqIJxhRXh9prkZLuDNVe/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1v97srHa8bx38StqoHOJeMvNL75ZZUT9o/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ywy5sDVfWWv2UQaFvr2XTOciCyLOYFT8/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Cx6oftEU4H2ZSEj4jrkVWJyiFBynUkq3/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lVfeyMnXg2QGY-uDxV_YQgLUyNaRftRN/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Nwfq5JfY2oZ5wOz-hnRRSyMmXU7c8U6V/view?usp=drive_link


Reading Instruction in the

David Douglas School District

Foundational Skills Comprehension

Students will develop important reading skills, including:
Understanding spoken words, syllables, and sounds.
Recognizing and spelling common digraphs - two letters
that work together to make one sound (e.g., sh, th, ph).
Understanding the role of "final e" (e.g., made) and vowel
teams (e.g., boat, eat) in words.
Reading words with inflectional endings - letters added to
the end of a word to show tense, number, or comparison
(e.g., -s, -ed, -ing).
Reading grade-appropriate words that are irregularly
spelled.
Reading grade-level text with accuracy and fluency to
support comprehension.

Students will develop important reading comprehension
skills, including:

Asking and answering questions about key details in fiction
and nonfiction texts.
Retelling stories with key details and identifying the
message or lesson.
Describing characters, settings, and major events in a story.
Explaining the differences between books that tell stories
and books that provide information.
Identifying the main topic and retelling key details of a text.
Using text features (e.g., headings, tables of contents,
diagrams, labels, glossaries) to find key facts or
information.
Reading grade-level text with support.

Letter Names & Sounds
The ability to recognize the names of the letters

in the alphabet (A, B, C, etc.) and know the
sounds they make.

Phonemic Awareness
The ability to hear, identify, and play with the

individual sounds (phonemes) in spoken
words.

Blending Words
The ability to put together individual sounds to

read a word.

Accuracy & Fluency
The ability to read words correctly without

guessing as well as reading smoothly and with
expression.

Vocabulary
Words students know and understand when
they read or hear them. A strong vocabulary
helps children make sense of what they are

reading.

Comprehension
Understanding what is read.

This year in 1st grade your child will learn:

If extra support is needed:

How to support at home:

In DDSD all students are assessed using a universal reading screener called Acadience. The screener is a quick and
simple check-up on how well a child’s reading skills are developing. Schools use the screener three times each year to

make sure every student is on track and to find out who might need extra help. If your child could benefit from extra
support, they will receive a daily 30-minute intervention each day at school to work on the specific skills to support their

reading. Progress is monitored weekly to make adjustments as needed.

To support your child at home with literacy, the following resources offer guidance on some of the most critical reading skills within the grade:
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1v97srHa8bx38StqoHOJeMvNL75ZZUT9o/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ywy5sDVfWWv2UQaFvr2XTOciCyLOYFT8/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Cx6oftEU4H2ZSEj4jrkVWJyiFBynUkq3/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GY8PsmB833ghDn12Uoma8YdT3QLTTldu/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1E0j1cvZ06o1XTfL86k97a83tNynWbXEn/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lVfeyMnXg2QGY-uDxV_YQgLUyNaRftRN/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Nwfq5JfY2oZ5wOz-hnRRSyMmXU7c8U6V/view?usp=drive_link


Reading Instruction in the

David Douglas School District

Foundational Skills Comprehension

Students will strengthen their reading skills by:
Using phonics and word analysis skills to decode words.
Reading grade-level text with accuracy and fluency to
support understanding.
Reading and comprehending both literature and
informational texts independently and proficiently.

Students will develop important reading comprehension
skills, including:

Asking and answering questions to show understanding
of a text.
Retelling stories and determining the central message or
lesson.
Identifying the main topic of a text or paragraph.
Describing how characters respond to major events and
challenges.
Understanding the structure of a story, including the
beginning, middle, and end.
Using text features (e.g., headings, captions, bold words,
diagrams) to find information efficiently.

Phonemic Awareness
The ability to hear, identify, and play with the

individual sounds (phonemes) in spoken
words.

Blending Words
The ability to put together individual sounds to

read a word.

Accuracy
The ability to read words correctly without

guessing or skipping them.

Fluency
The ability to read smoothly, accurately, and

with expression.

Vocabulary
Words students know and understand when they

read or hear them. A strong vocabulary helps
children make sense of what they are reading.

Comprehension
Understanding what is read.

This year in 2nd grade your child will learn:

If extra support is needed:

How to support at home:

In DDSD all students are assessed using a universal reading screener called Acadience. The screener is a quick and
simple check-up on how well a child’s reading skills are developing. Schools use the screener three times each year to

make sure every student is on track and to find out who might need extra help. If your child could benefit from extra
support, they will receive a daily 30-minute intervention each day at school to work on the specific skills to support their

reading. Progress is monitored weekly to make adjustments as needed.
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To support your child at home with literacy, the following resources offer guidance on some of the most critical reading skills within the grade:

c-a-t

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ywy5sDVfWWv2UQaFvr2XTOciCyLOYFT8/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Cx6oftEU4H2ZSEj4jrkVWJyiFBynUkq3/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GY8PsmB833ghDn12Uoma8YdT3QLTTldu/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1E0j1cvZ06o1XTfL86k97a83tNynWbXEn/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lVfeyMnXg2QGY-uDxV_YQgLUyNaRftRN/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Nwfq5JfY2oZ5wOz-hnRRSyMmXU7c8U6V/view?usp=drive_link


Reading Instruction in the

David Douglas School District

Foundational Skills Comprehension

Students will strengthen their reading skills by:
Reading grade-level text with accuracy and fluency to
support understanding.

Reading and comprehending both literature and
informational texts independently and proficiently.

Students will develop important reading comprehension
skills, including:

Asking and answering questions to show
understanding of a text.
Retelling stories and determining the central message
or lesson.
Identifying the main idea and key details in a text.
Describing how characters' actions contribute to the
sequence of events.
Using text features (e.g., headings, captions, bold
words, diagrams) to find information efficiently.

This year in 3rd grade your child will learn:

If extra support is needed:

How to support at home:

In DDSD all students are assessed using a universal reading screener called Acadience. The screener is a quick and
simple check-up on how well a child’s reading skills are developing. Schools use the screener three times each year to

make sure every student is on track and to find out who might need extra help. If your child could benefit from extra
support, they will receive a daily 30-minute intervention each day at school to work on the specific skills to support their

reading. Progress is monitored weekly to make adjustments as needed.

Accuracy
The ability to read words correctly without guessing or skipping them.

Fluency
The ability to read smoothly, accurately, and with expression.

Vocabulary
Words students know and understand when they read or hear them. A
strong vocabulary helps children make sense of what they are reading.

Comprehension
Understanding what is read.
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To support your child at home with literacy, the following resources offer guidance on some of the most critical reading skills within the grade:

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GY8PsmB833ghDn12Uoma8YdT3QLTTldu/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1E0j1cvZ06o1XTfL86k97a83tNynWbXEn/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lVfeyMnXg2QGY-uDxV_YQgLUyNaRftRN/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Nwfq5JfY2oZ5wOz-hnRRSyMmXU7c8U6V/view?usp=drive_link


Reading Instruction in the

David Douglas School District

Foundational Skills Comprehension

Students will build on their reading skills by:
Reading grade-level text with accuracy and fluency to support
understanding.
Reading and comprehending both grade-level literature and
informational texts independently.

Students will strengthen their reading comprehension skills by:
Using information from the text to answer questions and make
inferences.
Determining the theme of a literary text and supporting it with
evidence.
Summarizing literary texts.
Using evidence to describe a character, setting, or event in a literary
text.
Identifying the main idea and supporting details in an informational
text.
Explaining events, concepts, and the structure of informational text
with evidence.
Integrating information from two texts to support a topic.
Recognizing and explaining figurative language (e.g., similes,
metaphors).

This year in 4th grade your child will learn:

If extra support is needed:

How to support at home:

In DDSD all students are assessed using a universal reading screener called Acadience. The screener is a quick and
simple check-up on how well a child’s reading skills are developing. Schools use the screener three times each year to

make sure every student is on track and to find out who might need extra help. If your child could benefit from extra
support, they will receive a daily 30-minute intervention each day at school to work on the specific skills to support their

reading. Progress is monitored weekly to make adjustments as needed.
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Accuracy
The ability to read words correctly without guessing or skipping them.

Fluency
The ability to read smoothly, accurately, and with expression.

Vocabulary
Words students know and understand when they read or hear them. A
strong vocabulary helps children make sense of what they are reading.

Comprehension
Understanding what is read.

To support your child at home with literacy, the following resources offer guidance on some of the most critical reading skills within the grade:

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GY8PsmB833ghDn12Uoma8YdT3QLTTldu/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1E0j1cvZ06o1XTfL86k97a83tNynWbXEn/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lVfeyMnXg2QGY-uDxV_YQgLUyNaRftRN/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Nwfq5JfY2oZ5wOz-hnRRSyMmXU7c8U6V/view?usp=drive_link


Reading Instruction in the

David Douglas School District

Foundational Skills Comprehension

Students will develop their reading skills by:
Reading grade-level text accurately and fluently to support
understanding.
Accurately reading multisyllabic words both in and out of
context.

What is a multisyllabic word?
A multisyllabic word is a word that has more than one syllable. A
syllable is a beat or part of a word that you hear when you say it out
loud.
For example: Misbehave has three syllables:

mis – be – have
You can clap the parts out loud: 👏mis 👏be 👏have
Knowing how to break big words into syllables helps students read
and spell them more easily.

Reading and comprehending both grade-level literature and
informational texts independently.

Students will strengthen their reading and
comprehension skills by:

Summarizing literature, informational texts, media
information, and points made by a speaker.
Determining the theme in literature.
Comparing and contrasting stories, characters,
settings, events, or structures.
Explaining how reasons and evidence support
specific points in a text and quoting accurately
from the text.
Integrating information from several sources on the
same topic to answer questions and communicate
knowledgeably.

This year in 5th grade your child will learn:

If extra support is needed:

How to support at home:

In DDSD all students are assessed using a universal reading screener called Acadience. The screener is a quick and
simple check-up on how well a child’s reading skills are developing. Schools use the screener three times each year to

make sure every student is on track and to find out who might need extra help. If your child could benefit from extra
support, they will receive a daily 30-minute intervention at school to work on the specific skills to support their reading.

Progress is monitored weekly to make adjustments as needed.
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Accuracy
The ability to read words correctly without guessing or skipping them.

Fluency
The ability to read smoothly, accurately, and with expression.

Vocabulary
Words students know and understand when they read or hear them. A
strong vocabulary helps children make sense of what they are reading.

Comprehension
Understanding what is read.

To support your child at home with literacy, the following resources offer guidance on some of the most critical reading skills within the grade:

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GY8PsmB833ghDn12Uoma8YdT3QLTTldu/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1E0j1cvZ06o1XTfL86k97a83tNynWbXEn/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lVfeyMnXg2QGY-uDxV_YQgLUyNaRftRN/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Nwfq5JfY2oZ5wOz-hnRRSyMmXU7c8U6V/view?usp=drive_link

