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Who Were the Black 
Who Were the Black Panthers? 

Founded in 1966 in Oakland, 
California 
Led by Huey P. Newton and Bobby 
Seale 

A community organization focused 
on: 

● Racial justice
● Economic empowerment
● Community self-determination



Afeni Shakur: 

A Leader, Organizer, Educator 

Afeni Shakur - Mother of rapper TuPac Shakur was a prominent Black 
Panther leader and member of the Panther 21 chapter 

She organized for: 

● Prisoner rights 
● Women’s leadership 
● Community political education 



What did the Black Panthers do? 
Created community survival programs, including: 

○ Free Breakfast for Children before school 
○ Free health clinics 
○ Education & liberation schools 

Published newspapers to spread political education 
Demanded fair housing, jobs, and education 



Money & Power 

● Believed economic access = POWER 
● Challenged systems that: 

○ Blocked black wealth 
○ Criminalized poverty 

● Advocated for: 
○ Jobs with fair pay 
○ Free healthcare & education 
○ Community control of resources 

Economic Justice Was Central 



Afeni Shakur’s Legacy Lives On 
Through TuPac 

Her activism deeply influenced his: 

● Lyrics 
● Political awareness 
● Advocacy for marginalized voices 



How does DDSD build on the work of Black Panthers? 

Addressing Barriers to Wealth Building 

● Our district helps students plan for life after high school by teaching money skills, 
college options, and career paths so families can build stable futures. 

Reducing the Criminalization of Poverty 

● Instead of punishing students, our schools focus on understanding behavior, 
supporting students through challenges, and using restorative practices—especially 
when poverty impacts learning. 

Preparing Students for Fair & Sustainable Employment 

● Schools help students gain real-world skills through career classes, internships, and 
local programs that lead to jobs that actually pay a living wage (not just 
“experience”). 



How does DDSD build on the work of Black Panthers? 
(Continued) 

Ensuring Access to Health & Educational Supports 

● Our schools provide meals, mental health support, health services, and fair access to 
learning materials so basic needs don’t get in the way of success. 

Promoting Community-Centered Decision-Making 

● Families and community members help shape school programs so decisions reflect 
the real needs and strengths of the community—not just what looks good on paper. 



Additional Activities 

1. The often misunderstood legacy of the Black Panther 

Party   Video + Reflection (Slides 10 - 12) 

2. Ghetto Gospel By TuPac Lyric Analysis (Slides 13 - 15) 

3. Black History Month Coloring Pages (SLide 16) 



Activity #1: Video + Reflection 
Watch: The often misunderstood legacy of the Black Panther Party ( 10 minute Video) 

While watching: Think of   2 things that surprised you or 1 thing that 
challenged what you thought you knew. 

● “I was surprised that…” 

● “I didn’t know that…” 

● “This changed my thinking because…” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RVrAJSNQhk8


Turn & Talk: “Surprise Swap” 

Turn to a partner and share: 

● One surprise 

● One misconception the video corrected 



Reflection: “Real World Connection” 

Choose ONE to share out. 

1. Why do you think the Black Panthers are 
often misunderstood? 

2. What community issue today would the 
Panthers probably focus on? 



Activity #2: Lyric Analysis 

Listen to and analyze “Ghetto Gospel” by TuPac 

While the song is playing read the lyrics and 
listen for…. 

● One problem Tupac describes 
● One emotion you hear or feel in the song 

(hope, sadness, frustration, determination, 
ect.) 



Ghetto Gospel by TuPac.mov

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1uSAW0Tnafhgh7L-tdCfE8GwEwFJKYO5j/view


Analyze the Message 
● What do you think TuPac wanted his audience to feel when he said, 

“There's no need for you to fear me. 

If you take your time to hear me, maybe you can learn to cheer me. 

It ain't about black or white, ‘cause we human 

I hope we see the light before it's ruined” 

● Do you think Tupac sounds more hopeful, frustrated, or both? 
Explain why. 

https://genius.com/150197/2pac-ghetto-gospel/Dont-it-make-you-get-teary-the-world-looks-dreary-when-you-wipe-your-eyes-see-it-clearly-theres-no-need-for-you-to-fear-me-if-you-take-your-time-to-hear-me-maybe-you-can-learn-to-cheer-me-it-aint-about-black-or-white-cause-we-human-i-hope-we-see-the-light-before-its-ruined-my-ghetto-gospel
https://genius.com/150197/2pac-ghetto-gospel/Dont-it-make-you-get-teary-the-world-looks-dreary-when-you-wipe-your-eyes-see-it-clearly-theres-no-need-for-you-to-fear-me-if-you-take-your-time-to-hear-me-maybe-you-can-learn-to-cheer-me-it-aint-about-black-or-white-cause-we-human-i-hope-we-see-the-light-before-its-ruined-my-ghetto-gospel
https://genius.com/150197/2pac-ghetto-gospel/Dont-it-make-you-get-teary-the-world-looks-dreary-when-you-wipe-your-eyes-see-it-clearly-theres-no-need-for-you-to-fear-me-if-you-take-your-time-to-hear-me-maybe-you-can-learn-to-cheer-me-it-aint-about-black-or-white-cause-we-human-i-hope-we-see-the-light-before-its-ruined-my-ghetto-gospel
https://genius.com/150197/2pac-ghetto-gospel/Dont-it-make-you-get-teary-the-world-looks-dreary-when-you-wipe-your-eyes-see-it-clearly-theres-no-need-for-you-to-fear-me-if-you-take-your-time-to-hear-me-maybe-you-can-learn-to-cheer-me-it-aint-about-black-or-white-cause-we-human-i-hope-we-see-the-light-before-its-ruined-my-ghetto-gospel


Activity #3: Coloring Pages 

Black History Month Coloring Pages 

https://www.canva.com/design/DAG_z3xn_s8/jQwC0lEL1BhnhmYa1C1dqg/edit?utm_content=DAG_z3xn_s8&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton
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