
 

 

Meeting of the School Board 
David Douglas School District No. 40 

June 11, 2026 
 

A regular meeting of the David Douglas School Board was held on Thursday, June 11, 2026 at 6:00pm in the David 
Douglas School District Boardroom, 1500 SE 130th Ave, Portland, OR 97233.   

 

School Board members present were: Heather Franklin, Board Chair; Jose Gamero-Georgeson, Board Vice Chair; 
Althea Ender, Sara Epstein, Muriel Jordan, Stephanie D. Stephens, and Thomas Stephenson. 

 

Also present were: Ken Richardson, Superintendent/Clerk; Andy Long, Assistant Superintendent of Human Resources; 
Patt Komar, Director of Administrative Services; Brooke O’Neill, Director of Curriculum & Instruction; Florence Protopapas, 
Director of Student Services; Aide Juarez Valerio, Director of Communications, Family Engagement & Strategic 
Partnerships, and Laurie Brunelle, Board Secretary. 

 

The agenda included consideration of the following: 
 

Call to Order / Native American Land Acknowledgement 
 

DDEA Comment - Full comments are located in the David Douglas Board meeting archives. 
Alice Eberharter, President reflected on the end of the school year: she’s completed her first year of a two-year term.  

 Foundations of the work - the hardest places are when there’s tension between our values and the high 
expectations we have, come into tension with the practicalities of what is possible: examples were provided. 

o Being able to acknowledge the tension is where we get growth. 
 

Pride Month - Mill Park Elementary: Heather Craig, Principal and Thomas Duncan, Teacher shared the following. 
 Shared a slide deck highlighting identities, significant contributions to society, milestones, student survey, affinity 

groups, and resources for students and staff. 
 

Juneteenth - Ventura Park Elementary: Miki Johnson, Assistant Principal and Marissa Quesada, Teacher shared the 
following. 

 Shared a slide deck highlighting the Emancipation Proclamation and a school project around the recognition of 
Juneteenth through student voice: making sure students get equal exposure to learning about heritage months.  

 

Pride Month and Juneteenth Proclamations - The Board shared in the reading of the two Proclamations. 
 

Building a More Welcoming School – Presentation: David Douglas High School Students, Riham Sheik, Sedra Zeriek, 
Eman Mohamed, Marly Higgins, Mason Henry provided the following information. 

 Proposal: revitalize interior through updated wall colors and visual design elements to create a more welcoming, 
engaging, and aesthetically appealing learning environment. 

 Implementation plan: brighter walls, school pride, cultural representation, and welcoming visual features.  
 Proposed timeline and low-cost improvements were shared: gather feedback and expand to larger improvements. 

 

Inaugural Highlander Cup - Jon Dyer, Girls Soccer Coach, and Lucy Kimball, student Soccer Captain provided the 
following information on the 1st Annual Highlander Cup – Middle School Girls Soccer Tournament. 

 Goals: bridge the gap between the middle school and the high school program.  
o Allows students to experience playing at the high school and able to meet parents and answer questions. 

 Accomplishments: 21 students showed up to play, the Thorns provided free tickets to a game, and the coaches 
met parents and answered questions.  

 Lucy Kimball shared her experience with the tournament and pictures were shared. 
 

A recess was called in order for Ms. Komar to conduct a public hearing to adopt the 2026-27 budget: there was no 
public comment as no members of the public appeared. 
 

Resolution Adopting Budget, Making Appropriations and Levying Taxes for Fiscal Year 2026-27 - Ms. Stephens 
moved approval of the Resolution, seconded by Mr. Stephenson. The motion approved in a vote of 7-0. 
 

Mt Hood Community College (MHCC) Update - Lisa Skari, President and Timur Ender, Board member provided the 
following information  

 MHCC was founded in 1966, serves a large diverse district, with three campuses, and 1,200+ employees. 
 Programs include: high school dual credit, adult basic language, and 100+ career technical programs. 
 Accomplishments: passed the 1st bond measure in 50 years and contributes $423.4 million to the region.  
 Student populations for 2024-25 is 18,437 students: chart shared of DDSD dual enrolled students 2019-2026. 
 Bond funded investments include: upgrading facilities, adding a new pool roof, and modernizing spaces.  
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 MHCC is turning 60 next year: celebrations will kick off in Fall of 2026 and continue through Spring 2027.  
 

Grow Your Own (GYO) End of Year Report - Andreina Velasco, GYO Pathway Navigator, Michelle Wood, Teacher and 
Donovan Reyna, GYO Graduate and Teacher provided the following information. 

 A graph of our 2024-25 student population and teaching population was shared.  
 Shared the GYO program overview and how the program is engaging current staff in career advancement. 
 There are 30 participants in the GYO Program with 9 graduates for 2025-26: three have been hired in our District. 
 Mr. Reyna shared his experiences: addressing academic and discipline focus. 
 Shared how the GYO program is engaging high school students in education pathways. 
 High school participation 2025-26: 12 graduating Seniors completed ED 200 and 22 Seniors enrolled in ED 200. 
 Ms. Wood teaches a K-12 Education CTE class: shared an opportunity for current seniors to be teacher interns. 

 

K-8 Math & ELA End-of-Year Data Review – Ms. O’Neill, Julia Traylor & Ashley East, Early Literacy Coaches, Rachelle 
Zimmerman, District Math Specialist and Francesca Aultman, Language Arts Specialist provided the following information. 

 Literacy - Acadience benchmark K-5 reading assessment: assesses foundational skills to read at grade level. 
o Charts shared: K-5 reading at or above benchmark and growth towards benchmark. 
o Improvement over time: end of year historical data from 2021-26. 
o K-5 Literacy 2026-27 Initiatives: content alignment, writing revolution, and high-dosage tutoring. 

 Mathematic - iReady Diagnostic: adaptive assessment that adjusts its questions for each student. 
o Charts shared: K-5 math early or mid/above grade-level and growth towards grade-level. 
o Improvement over time: K-5 end of year historical data from 2023-26. 
o 6th to 8th grade growth and historical math achievement. 

 Charts shared of early or mid/above grade-level and math growth towards on grade-level. 
o Improvement over time: 6th to 8th grade end of year historical data from 2023-26. 
o K-8 Mathematic initiatives: math discourse routines, K-5 family numeracy resources, and middle school 

disciplinary literacy cross-content. 
 6th to 8th grade Reading Achievement: Capti ReadBasix.  

o Charts shared: 2025-26 word recognition & decoding, reading efficiency, and reading comprehension.  
o Literacy initiatives: solidify and refine, instructional strategics, and disciplinary literacy connections. 

 

School Renaming Discussion – This was a discussion item in regards to renaming a school or space in honor of Taye 
Spears who recently passed away. Full comments located in the David Douglas Board meeting archives. 

 Fir Ridge Campus was the main focus: Mr. Richardson shared, due to Fir Ridge being a campus of the high 
school without a school ID, the process to rename can be whatever the Board decides. 

 Ms. Stephens requested to move the process forward: include the community, Taye’s family, and staff. 
 Mr. Gamero-Georgeson would like to make Fir Ridge its own school before renaming it: requested pros & cons. 
 Mr. Stephenson agrees with making Fir Ridge its own school and thinks it’s a better way to honor Taye. 
 Mr. Richardson will talk with both the high school and Fir Ridge principal about the pros & cons and unintended 

consequences of Fir Ridge being its own school. 
 Ms. Franklin suggested to remove the language of Fir Ridge being an “alternative” school. 

 

Consent Agenda – Mr. Gamero-Georgeson moved approval of the following Consent Agenda items, seconded by Ms. 
Stephens. The motion approved in a vote of 7-0. 

 Approval of May 14th Board Meeting Minutes 
 Contract and Purchasing Approvals  
 Approval of Healthy and Safe Schools Plan for 2026-27 
 Resolution to Select a Property and Casualty Insurance Carrier for the 2026/2027 School Year  
 Resolution to Select a Workers’ Compensation Insurance Carrier for the 2026/2027 School Year 
 Resolution to Select Student Accident Insurance Carrier for K-12 Students for the 2026/2027 School Year 
 Resolution to Authorize the Superintendent to be the District Authorized Representative to Apply for Federal 

Funds for the 2026-2027 School Year  
 Resolution Authorizing Updated Construction Excise Tax Limits  
 Resolution Setting Tuition for the School Year 2026-27  
 Integrated Pest Management Update 
 Approval of Lease Renewals for Multnomah Early Childhood Program and District IT Locations 
 Approval of PGE Easements at Lincoln Park and Mill Park  

 

Bond Update – Ms. Komar provided the following information. 
 Work is starting and we’ve been doing some things behind the scenes: movers are coming tonight. 
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 CTE Center: working on commissioning, corrections on lettering, and kiln doors. 
 Cherry Park is waiting for the final Operations Manuals and Lincoln Park is on track and has a permit. 
 West Powellhurst: finishing up commissioning and making sure the air conditioning is working. 
 Mill Park: looking at the solar array that needs additional structural support in the ceiling.  
 South Powellhurst: needing additional work for meeting air supply requirements in the maintenance shop. 
 Ron Russell: the water bureau and planning department has an argument over the backflow device location.  
 Gilbert Park: we have the permit and need to finalize the easement. 
 Earl Boyles: on track and we need to remove a tree due to it being a nuisance. 
 Ventura Park is waiting for a permit and Menlo Park is on track and ready to go. 
 Wood Truss Assessments: these are beginning with BBL Architects.  
 Bond Oversight Committee meeting is June 16th which includes a CTE Center tour: next update in July. 

 

Superintendent’s Report – Mr. Richardson provided the following information. 
 Last day of school: thanked the staff, parents, families, community members, partners, leader for a great year.  

o Some celebrations include: opening of the CTE Center, class sizes, and no snow days. 
 Graduations - DDOA: 115 students, Fir Ridge: 40 students, and David Douglas High School: 525 students. 
 Recognized 35 retirees: 817 years of service. 
 Gearing up for summer school: elementary and middle school are starting on July 13th: 15-day session. 

o DDOA: 90 students signed up and DDHS is offering 9th Grade Counts, Credit Recovery, English 
Language Development writing Academy, Drivers Education, and enrichment classes. 

 

Financial Report – Ms. Komar provided the following information. 
 General Fund: ending fund balance is up due to slight increase in estimated expenditures. 

o Increase in indirect revenues which is our grant indirect and small increase in the State School Fund. 
 Nutrition Services Fund: ending fund balance is down due to cost impacts of food going up. 
 Energy Projects Fund: the same as last month. 
 Grants and Capital Projects Fund: those are changing down due to timing of projects. 

 

Reflections on Public Comment - Board members gave comments/feedback on what they heard during public 
comment. Full comments/feedback are located in the David Douglas Board meeting archives 

 The students were awesome. 
 

Board Liaison and Committee Reports – Full comments are located in the David Douglas Board meeting archives. 
 Ms. Ender reported a few members are looking into a superintendent evaluation tool for a more formal and 

standard evaluation: deciding on a tool in collaboration with the superintendent. 
o Starting with OSBA’s tool: refining it based on work around the Strategic Plan. 
o Gilbert Heights student was hit by a car, in a crosswalk, on the way to school: in communication with Safe 

Routes to Schools and Portland Bureau of Transportation. 
o Attended Lincoln Park’s Jog a Thon and want to visit Facilities and Human Resources departments. 

 Mr. Stephenson reported: attended the Community Transition Program graduation: happy the program exists. 
 Mr. Gamero-Georgeson invited the Board to attend a Presidential Council meeting: great to interact with students. 
 Gave shout outs to David Douglas High School Principal, Jen Buscher, Menlo Park’s Principal, Sarah Phillips, 

and Assistant Principal, Nick Erickson for doing and excellent job.  
 Ms. Franklin attended Senior Awards night and helped present the Hoa Nguyen Memorial Scholarship: the fund is 

open for another three years. She also attended the graduations and they were all wonderful. 
 Ms. Epstein reported: the David Douglas Educational Foundation is having a workshop to plan for next year. 

 

Mr. Richardson reported the District Office picnic was cancelled due to the weather so we didn’t get a chance to recognize 
the staff’s years of service: we will follow up next fall to do a deeper recognition. 

 He recognized two staff members in the meeting: Sandy Hanna for 25 Years and Ms. Protopapas for 30 Years. 
 

        
_________________________             _______________________________  
Althea Ender, Board Vice Chair                                                             Ken Richardson, Superintendent / Clerk 


